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INTRODUCTION 

1. The Conunittee on the E x e r c i s e of the I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n 
P e o p l e , e s t a b l i s h e d by G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 3376 (XXX) o f 10 November 1975, 
i s c u r r e n t l y composed of 23 Member S t a t e s as f o l l o w s : A f g h a n i s t a n , Cuba, C y p r u s , 
(German D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c , G u i n e a , Guyana, Hungary, I n d i a , I n d o n e s i a , Lao P e o p l e ' s 
D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c , Madagascar, M a l a y s i a , M a l i , M a l t a , N i g e r i a , P a k i s t a n , Romania, 
S e n e g a l , S i e r r a Leone, T u n i s i a , T u r k e y , U k r a i n i a n S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c and 
Y u g o s l a v i a . 

2. In i t s f i r s t r e p o r t , 1/ the Committee made a number o f recommendations 
s p e c i f i c a l l y d e s i g n e d to e n a b l e the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e t o a t t a i n and e x e r c i s e i t s 
i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s i n P a l e s t i n e as p r e v i o u s l y r e c o g n i z e d and d e f i n e d by the G e n e r c l 
Assembly. Those recommendations were f i r s t e n d o r s e d by the Assembly i n i t s 
r e s o l u t i o n 31/20 o f 24 November 1976 as a b a s i s f o r the s o l u t i o n of the q u e s t i o n c f 
P a l e s t i n e . 

3. In i t s s u b sequent r e p o r t s t o the G e n e r a l Assembly, 2/ t h e Committee r e a f f i r m e d 
i t s o r i g i n a l recommendations and c a l l e d f o r t h e i r i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . On e ach o c c a s i c r . 
t h e y have been e n d o r s e d o v e r w h e l m i n g l y by the Assembly, w h i c h has a l s o c o n t i n u e d t o 
renew and, as n e c e s s a r y , expand the mandate of t h e Committee. 

4. However, d e s p i t e the i n c r e a s i n g u r g e n c y of the a p p e a l s by t h e Committee and 
the g r a v e d e t e r i o r a t i o n of the s i t u a t i o n i n t h e o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y , the 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l has not y e t been a b l e t o a c t on or implement th e recommendations 
of t h e Committee. The Committee remains c o n v i n c e d t h a t p o s i t i v e c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
a c t i o n by t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l on t h e s e recommendations would advance p r o s p e c t s f o r 
the a t t a i n m e n t o f a c o m p r e h e n s i v e , j u s t and l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n t o t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i 
c o n f l i c t , t h e c o r e of w h i c h i s the q u e s t i o n of P a l e s t i n e . 

5. The Committee's e f f o r t s t o promote such a s o l u t i o n a c q u i r e d even g r e a t e r 
u r gency i n t h e y e a r under r e v i e w because of the f u r t h e r e s c a l a t i o n o f r e p r e s s i o n by 
I s r a e l , t h e o c c u p y i n g Power, i n i t s e f f o r t s t o c r u s h the P a l e s t i n i a n u p r i s i n g , t h e 
i n t i f a d a l ^ , now i n i t s second y e a r . D e s p i t e the i n t e r n a t i o n a l o u t c r y o v e r g r a v e and 
r e p e a t e d v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s i n the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y and t h e 
a d o p t i o n by the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l of r e s o l u t i o n s r e q u e s t i n g the o c c u p y i n g Power t o 
a b i d e by i t s o b l i g a t i o n s under i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, I s r a e l has c o n t i n u e d and has 
i n c r e a s e d i t s a c t s of r e p r e s s i o n and o p p r e s s i o n w i t h the h e l p o f i t s armed f o r c e s 
and s e t t l e r s a g a i n s t the P a l e s t i n i a n c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n r e s i s t i n g the o c c u p a t i o n . 
The Committee r e p e a t e d l y e x p r e s s e d i t s most p r o f o u n d c o n c e r n a t t h e m o u n t i n g 
c a s u a l t i e s and s u f f e r i n g i n f l i c t e d on the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , p a r t i c u l a r l y women 
nnd c h i l d r e n , and at the i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of t e n s i o n and v i o l e n c e i n t h e r e g i o n , and 
warned t h a t I s r a e l ' s i n t r a n s i g e n c e w o u l d o n l y e x a c e r b a t e t h e s i t u a t i o n , j e o p a r d i z e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s t o promote a n e g o t i a t i n g p r o c e s s , and f u r t h e r endanger 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . The Committee r e a f f i r m e d t h a t no s o l u t i o n c o u l d 
be a c h i e v e d as l o n g as the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e was d e n i e d t h e e x e r c i s e o f i t s 
i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s i n P a l e s t i n e , i n c l u d i n g t h o s e t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n w i t h o u t 
e x t e r n a l i n t e r f e r e n c e , t o n a t i o n a l independence and s o v e r e i g n t y , t o r e t u r n t o i t s 
homes and p r o p e r t y , and t o e s t a b l i s h i t s own i n d e p e n d e n t s o v e r e i g n S t a t e , and as 
l o n g as I s r a e l c o n t i n u e d t o occupy the P a l e s t i n i a n and o t h e r A r a b t e r r i t o r i e s . 



6. The Committee t h e r e f o r e c o n t i n u e d t o g i v e the h i g ) i e s t p r i o r i t y t o the u r g e n t 
need f o r e n s u r i n g t h e s a f e t y and p r o t e c t i o n of P a l e s t i n i a n s under I s r a e l i 
occupation and f o r a l l e v i a t i n g t h e i r s u f f e r i n g , w h i l e f u r t h e r i n t e n s i f y i n g i t s 
e f f o r t s t o promote a c o m p r e h e n s i v e , j u s t and l a s t i n g s e t t l e m e n t i n a c c o r d a n c e with 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s . 

7. The Committee welcomed t h e h i s t o r i c peace i n i t i a t i v e l a u n c h e d by t h e P a l e s t i n e 
N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l a t i t s n i n e t e e n t h e x t r a o r d i n a r y s e s s i o n , h e l d a t A l g i e r s i n 
November 1988, and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , the p r o c l a m a t i o n of the S t a t e of P a l e s t i n e as a 
b o l d and s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n towards the a chievement o f peace i n t h e M i d d l e 
E a s t . The Committee took note w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n of the i n i t i a t i o n o f a d i a l o g u e 
between the U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a and the P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n 
(PLO) as a p o s i t i v e measure t h a t c o n t r i b u t e s t o r e d r e s s i n g the i m b a l a n c e between 
the p a r t i e s . I t e x p r e s s e d the hope t h a t the d i a l o g u e w o u l d l e a d t o t h e removal of 
o b s t a c l e s t o the c o n v e n i n g of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e East 
and c a l l e d f o r i t s c o n t i n u a t i o n and the e x p a n s i o n o f i t s p o l i t i c a l s c ope. The 
Committee c o n s i d e r e d t h a t i t was now incumbent upon the Government of I s r a e l t o 
r e s p o n d p o s i t i v e l y t o the P a l e s t i n i a n peace i n i t i a t i v e , w h i c h had the o v e r w h e l m i n g 
s u p p o r t o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. The Committee f u l l y s u p p o r t e d the 
courageous i n t i f a d a h o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , w h i c h c o n f i r m s i n no u n c e r t a i n 
terms the P a l e s t i n i a n d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o r e s i s t , r e j e c t and put an end t o I s r a e l i 
occupation o f the P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y o c c u p i e d s i n c e 1967. The Committee 
c o n s i d e r e d t h a t the i n t i f a d a h and the subsequent d e v e l o p m e n t s , as w e l l as the 
general improvement i n t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c l i m a t e , had c r e a t e d a new momentum 
towards a n e g o t i a t e d s e t t l e m e n t and t h a t t h i s h i s t o r i c o p p o r t u n i t y s h o u l d not be 
missed. 

8. The Committee a c c o r d i n g l y r e i t e r a t e d i t s a p p e a l s to the S e c u r i t y Council to 
take a c t i o n u r g e n t l y i n o r d e r t o s e c u r e U n i t e d N a t i o n s o b j e c t i v e s on t h e question 
of Palestine, i n p a r t i c u l a r through the convening of the I n t e rnational Peace 
Conference on the Middle East, i n accordance with the p r i n c i p l e s affirmed by the 
General Assembly i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 43/176 of 15 December 1988. The Committee 
r e i t e r a t e d i t s firm c o n v i c t i o n that the Conference provides the only comprehensive, 
p r a c t i c a l and overwhelmingly accepted framework for peace and stressed once again 
the urgent need for a d d i t i o n a l concrete and constructive e f f o r t s by a l l concerned 
i n order to convene the Conference without further delay. 



I I . MANDATE OF THE COMMITTEE 

9. The Committee's mandate f o r t h e y e a r 1989 i s c o n t a i n e d i n p a r a g r a p h s 3 t o 5 of 
G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/175 A of 15 December 1988, by w h i c h the Assembly: 

(a) R e q u e s t e d the Committee t o c o n t i n u e t o keep under r e v i e w the s i t u a t i o n 
r e l a t i n g t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e as w e l l as t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f the 
Programme o f A c t i o n f o r the Achievement o f P a l e s t i n i a n R i g h t s 1/ and t o r e p o r t and 
make s u g g e s t i o n s t o t h e G e n e r a l Assembly or t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , as a p p r o p r i a t e . 

(b) A u t h o r i z e d the Committee t o c o n t i n u e t o e x e r t a l l e f f o r t s t o promote the 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f i t s recommendations, i n c l u d i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a t c o n f e r e n c e s and 
m e e t i n g s and the s e n d i n g o f d e l e g a t i o n s , t o make such a d j u s t m e n t s i n i t s a pproved 
programme of s e m i n a r s and symposia and m e e t i n g s f o r non - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
as i t may c o n s i d e r n e c e s s a r y , and t o r e p o r t t h e r e o n t o the G e n e r a l Assembly a t i t s 
f o r t y - f o u r t h s e s s i o n and t h e r e a f t e r . 

( c ) R equested the Committee t o c o n t i n u e t o e x t e n d i t s c o - o p e r a t i o n t o 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n towards h e i g h t e n i n g 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l awareness o f the f a c t s r e l a t i n g t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e and 
c r e a t i n g a more f a v o u r a b l e atmosphere f o r the f u l l i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f the 
Committee's recommendations, and t o t a k e the n e c e s s a r y s t e p s t o expand i t s c o n t a c t s 
w i t h t h o s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

10. By i t s r e s o l u t i o n 43/175 В of 15 December 1988, t h e G e n e r a l Assembly a l s o 
r e q u e s t e d t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , i n t e r a l i a , t o p r o v i d e the D i v i s i o n f o r 
P a l e s t i n i a n R i g h t s o f the S e c r e t a r i a t w i t h the n e c e s s a r y r e s o u r c e s and t o e n s u r e 
t h a t i t c o n t i n u e s t o d i s c h a r g e the t a s k s d e t a i l e d i n e a r l i e r r e s o l u t i o n s , i n 
c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h t h e Committee and under i t s g u i d a n c e . 

11. By i t s r e s o l u t i o n 43/175 С o f 15 December 1988, t h e G e n e r a l Assembly r e q u e s t e d 
t h e Department o f P u b l i c I n f o r m a t i o n o f t h e S e c r e t a r i a t , i n f u l l c o - o p e r a t i o n and 
c o - o r d i n a t i o n w i t h t h e Committee, t o c o n t i n u e i t s s p e c i a l i n f o r m a t i o n programme on 
the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , w i t h p a r t i c u l a r emphasis on p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n Europe and 
N o r t h A m e r i c a . 



I I I . ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

A, E l e c t i o n o f o f f i c e r s 

12. A t i t s 1 6 1 s t m e e t i n g , on 26 J a n u a r y 1989, t h e Committee d e c i d e d t o r e - e l e c t 
t h e f o l l o w i n g o f f i c e r s : 

C hairman; H.E. Mrs. Absa C l a u d e D i a l l o ( S e n e g a l ) 

V i c e - c h a i r m e n : H.E. Mr. Os c a r O r a m a s - O l i v a (Cuba) 
H.E. Mr. Shah Mohammad Dost ( A f g h a n i s t a n ) 

R a p p o r t e u r : H.E. Mr. A l e x a n d e r B o r g O l i v i e r ( M a l t a ) 

13. A t i t s 1 6 5 t h m e e t i n g , on В November 1989, t h e Committee e l e c t e d 
H.E. Mr. Noor Ahmad Noor ( A f g h a n i s t a n ) as V i c e - C h a i r m a n i n p l a c e o f 
H.E. Mr. Shah Mohammad Dost ( A f g h a n i s t a n ) , who had d e p a r t e d from New Y o r k . 

14. A t i t s 162nd m e e t i n g , on 10 March 1989, t h e Committee a d o p t e d i t s programme o f 
work f o r 1989 i n i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f i t s mandate. 

B. P a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the work o f the Committee 

15. As i n p r e v i o u s y e a r s , t he Committee r e c o n f i r m e d t h a t a l l S t a t e s Members o f t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s and Permanent O b s e r v e r s t o the U n i t e d N a t i o n s d e s i r i n g t o p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n t h e work o f th e Committee as o b s e r v e r s were welcome t o do so. A c c o r d i n g l y , i n a 
l e t t e r d a t e d 10 March 1989, t h e Chairman o f the Committee so i n f o r m e d t h e 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , who s u b s e q u e n t l y t r a n s m i t t e d the l e t t e r , on 29 March 1989, t o 
S t a t e s Members o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and members o f t h e s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s , and 
t o i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l r e g i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The Committee a l s o d e c i d e d t o i n v i t e 
P a l e s t i n e , r e p r e s e n t e d by th e P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n , t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n 
t h e work o f t h e Committee as an o b s e r v e r , t o a t t e n d a l l i t s m e e t i n g s and t o make 
o b s e r v a t i o n s and p r o p o s a l s f o r t h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f th e Committee. 

16. D u r i n g 1989, t h e Committee a g a i n welcomed as o b s e r v e r s a l l t h e S t a t e s and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h a t had p a r t i c i p a t e d i n i t s work i n the p r e c e d i n g y e a r . 1/ 

C. R e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f the W o r k i n g Group 

17. At i t s 1 6 1 s t m e e t i n g , the Committee r e - e s t a b l i s h e d i t s W o r k i n g Group t o a s s i s t 
i n t h e p r e p a r a t i o n and e x p e d i t i o n o f the work o f th e Committee. The Working Group 
was c o n s t i t u t e d as b e f o r e under t h e c h a i r m a n s h i p o f Mr. Alexander Borg O l i v i e r 
( M a l t a ) , on the u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t any Committee member or observer could 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n i t s p r o c e e d i n g s , i / Mr. Pramathesh Rath (India) was re-elected 
V i c e - c h a i r m a n o f th e W o r k i n g Group. S u b s e q u e n t l y , at i t s 165th meeting, the 
Committee e l e c t e d Mr. D i n e s h Kumar J a i n ( I n d i a ) as Vice-Chairman of the Working 
Group i n p l a c e of Mr. R a t h , who had d e p a r t e d from New York. 
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IV. ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMITTEE 

A. A c t i o n t a k e n i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h G e n e r a l Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 43/175 A o f 15 December 1988 

1. Review o f the s i t u a t i o n r e l a t i n g t o the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e 
and e f f o r t s t o implement the recommendations o f the Committee 

18. I n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h i t s mandate, i n t h e p a s t y e a r , t h e Committee c o n t i n u e d t o 
keep under r e v i e w t h e s i t u a t i o n r e l a t i n g t o the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e and t o e x e r t 
a l l e f f o r t s t o promote the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f i t s recommendations as r e p e a t e d l y 
e n d o r s e d by t h e G e n e r a l Assembly. 

19. I n r e s p o n s e t o u r g e n t developments a f f e c t i n g the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , the Chairman of the Committee, on r e p e a t e d o c c a s i o n s , b r o u g h t 
such developments t o the a t t e n t i o n of the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l and the P r e s i d e n t o f 
the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , u r g i n g the a d o p t i o n o f a p p r o p r i a t e measures i n a c c o r d a n c e 
w i t h U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s (see s e c t . A.2 (a) b e l o w ) . 

20. The Committee was a l a r m e d a t the f u r t h e r a g g r a v a t i o n o f the s i t u a t i o n i n t h e 
o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y as a r e s u l t o f the i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n o f e f f o r t s by 
I s r a e l t o s u p p r e s s the P a l e s t i n i a n i n t i f a d a h , i n c l u d i n g the i n c r e a s i n g r e s o r t t o 
armed f o r c e and s e t t l e r v i g i l a n t i s m , and o t h e r D r a c o n i a n measures. 

21. The Committee m o n i t o r e d the s i t u a t i o n i n the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y cn 
an o n g o i n g b a s i s t h r o u g h the media, the r e p o r t s of U n i t e d N a t i o n s organs and 
a g e n c i e s , as w e l l as i n f o r m a t i o n c o l l e c t e d by n on-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 
i n d i v i d u a l e x p e r t s and p e r s o n s from the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y who p a r t i c i p a t e d i n 
m e e t i n g s h e l d under the a u s p i c e s of the Committee, Governments and o t h e r s o u r c e s . 

22. The Committee n o t e d t h a t the i n t i f a d e h , the u p r i s i n g of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e 
a g a i n s t m i l i t a r y o c c u p a t i o n and g r a d u a l a n n e x a t i o n by I s r a e l o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 
t e r r i t o r y o c c u p i e d s i n c e 1967, had c o n t i n u e d d e s p i t e o v e r w h e l m i n g odds s i n c e 
9 December 1987. P a l e s t i n i a n s , o f t e n c h i l d r e n and y o u t h s , have c o n t i n u e d t o 
c h a l l e n g e t h e I s r a e l i o c c u p y i n g f o r c e s w i t h s t o n e s , b a r r i c a d e s , b u r n i n g t y r e s and 
o t h e r means. I n o r d e r t o s u p p r e s s the i n t i f a d a h , the I s r a e l i t r o o p s have r e s o r t e d 
t o e x c e s s i v e and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e use of f o r c e , w h i c h was r e p o r t e d t o have been 
condoned and even encouraged a t the h i g h e s t l e v e l of government, w i t h t h e a p p a r e n t 
i n t e n t t o p u n i s h and i n t i m i d a t e the p o p u l a t i o n , r e s u l t i n g i n an e x t e n s i v e and 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d range of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . L i v e ammunition, i n c l u d i n g r u b b e r 
• H i d p l a s t i c b u l l e t s f i r e d at c l o s e range, was used l i b e r a l l y and i n c r e a s i n g l y , even 
i n n o n - l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g s i t u a t i o n s . There was an a p p a r e n t l y d e l i b e r a t e m i s u s e o f 
t e a r gas, f i r e d , f o r example, i n t o h o s p i t a l s or homes. Thousands o f P a l e s t i n i a n s 
were the v i c t i m s o f b e a t i n g s , d e l i b e r a t e l y aimed a t b r e a k i n g bones, w h i l e i n t h e 
hnnds o f t h e army or s e c u r i t y p e r s o n n e l . As a t 15 September 1989, a c c o r d i n g t o the 
DataBase P r o j e c t on P a l e s t i n i a n Human R i g h t s , a r e s p e c t e d human r i g h t s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , the number of P a l e s t i n i a n s s h o t t o d e a t h by t h e I s r a e l i f o r c e s o r 
armed s e t t l e r s had r e a c h e d a t o t a l of 537 i d e n t i f i e d c a s e s . A n o t h e r 
212 P a l e s t i n i a n s had d i e d from b e a t i n g s , s u f f o c a t i o n from t e a r gas, and o t h e r 
causes r e l a t e d t o a c t i o n s by the o c c u p y i n g f o r c e s . The Committee was p a r t i c u l a r l y 
a l armed a t what appeared to be the d e l i b e r a t e t a r g e t i n g of c h i l d r e n i n s u c h 
a t t a c k s , as a t l e a s t 20 per c e n t of the f a t a l i t i e s were c h i l d r e n under 16. T h at 
p e r c e n t a g e had i n c r e a s e d t o 28 per c e n t s i n c e March 1989 and 46 p e r c e n t d u r i n g t h e 
month of August 1989. 
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23. I n a d d i t i : , ! .̂o / ^ L O . S I d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , mass s t r i k e s and t a x b o y c o t t s have been 
o r g a n i z e d by P a l e s t i n i a n s i n t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y , and hundreds o f p o p u l a r 
committees have been s e t up w i t h t h e o b j e c t i v e o f c r e a t i n g a l t e r n a t i v e s t r u c t u r e s 
t o t h e I s r a e l i C i v i l A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . I n i t i a l l y o r g a n i z e d t o p r o v i d e f o o d and 
m e d i c a l s u p p l i e s t o r e f u g e e camps under c u r f e w , t h o s e committees were t h e n r e p o r t e d 
t o have grown and t o have expanded t h e i r g o a l s . They became r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e 
c o - o r d i n a t i o n o f s t r i k e a c t i v i t i e s , a l t e r n a t i v e e d u c a t i o n , h e a l t h needs, g u a r d 
d u t i e s and t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f a s u r v i v a l economy c e n t r e d on a r e t u r n t o f a m i l y 
a g r i c u l t u r e . A number of P a l e s t i n i a n employees o f the I s r a e l i C i v i l 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y p o l i c e o f f i c i a l s , have r e s i g n e d from t h e i r p o s t s . 

24. The I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s have r e s o r t e d t o i n c r e a s i n g l y h a r s h measures i n t h e i r 
a t t e m p t t o s u p p r e s s such a c t i v i t i e s . A number of P a l e s t i n i a n newspapers and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s were c l o s e d down and the p o p u l a r committees p r o s c r i b e d . C u r r e n c y 
r e s t r i c t i o n s were i n t r o d u c e d t o c o n t r o l money g o i n g t o f a m i l i e s and i n s t i t u t i o n s i n 
the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y . New i d e n t i t y c a r d s were i s s u e d i n the Gaza S t r i p t o 
m o n i t o r t h e p o p u l a t i o n more c l o s e l y . S i x t y P a l e s t i n i a n s were d e p o r t e d i n v i o l a t i o n 
o f t he f o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n r e l a t i v e t o the P r o t e c t i o n of C i v i l i a n P e r s o n s i n 
Time o f War, o f 12 August 1949, and numerous S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s . 
V i l l a g e s , towns and r e f u g e e camps have been put under p r o l o n g e d c u r f e w , som'«times 
f o r a month o r more, d u r i n g w h i c h time e l e c t r i c i t y , w a t e r and t e l e p h o n e s have o f t e n 
been d i s c o n n e c t e d and f o o d and m e d i c a l s u p p l i e s i n t e r r u p t e d . At l e a s t 
100,000 p r o d u c t i v e t r e e s have been u p r o o t e d and c r o p s r u i n e d . There was a d r a m a t i c 
i n c r e a s e i n the number o f house d e m o l i t i o n s i n the p a s t y e a r , as a form o f 
punishment o f e n t i r e v i l l a g e s f o r s u p p o r t i n g t he i n t i f a d a h . A t l e a s t 
236 P a l e s t i n i a n homes were d e s t r o y e d f o r " s e c u r i t y " r e a s o n s between December 1987 
and August 1989, w h i l e a n o t h e r 675 b u i l d i n g s were d e s t r o y e d on t h e p r e t e x t t h a t 
t h e y had been b u i l t i l l e g a l l y . 

25. The Committee n o t e d t h a t , i n t h e i r e f f o r t s t o s u p p r e s s t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 
l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e i n t i f a d a h , t he I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s had waged campaigns o f mass 
a r r e s t s . I t was e s t i m a t e d t h a t , as a t September 1989, more t h a n 40,000 
P a l e s t i n i a n s had been i n p r i s o n a t one time or a n o t h e r , o f whom o n l y 18,000 had 
a c t u a l l y been s e n t e n c e d . The I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s had a l s o i n c r e a s i n g l y r e l i e d on 
the use o f a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n w i t h o u t c h a r g e s o r t r i a l . I t was r e p o r t e d 
t h a t , i n March 1988, the power t o i s s u e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n o r d e r s was 
ex t e n d e d t o a l l o f f i c e r s w i t h t h e rank o f c o l o n e l and above. A t t h e same t i m e , 
p r e v i o u s l y e x i s t i n g j u d i c i a l s a f e g u a r d s , w h i c h gave the d e t a i n e e s a measure o f 
p r o t e c t i o n , were removed. Lawyers r e p r e s e n t i n g P a l e s t i n i a n d e t a i n e e s have 
m a i n t a i n e d t h a t t he w i t h h o l d i n g o f e v i d e n c e f o r " s e c u r i t y r e a s o n s " and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and o t h e r p r a c t i c a l o b s t a c l e s imposed by the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s 
have made i t n e a r l y i m p o s s i b l e t o r e p r e s e n t t h e i r c l i e n t s p r o p e r l y . I n A u g u s t , the 
s t a n d a r d p e r i o d o f a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n was d o u b l e d from s i x months t o a y e a r . 
I t was r e p o r t e d t h a t a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n was i n c r e a s i n g l y u s e d t o d e t a i n 
p r i s o n e r s o f c o n s c i e n c e . A l l s e c t o r s o f P a l e s t i n i a n s o c i e t y were i n c l u d e d , s u c h as 
t r a d e u n i o n i s t s , s t u d e n t s , j o u r n a l i s t s , d o c t o r s , l a w y e r s , a c a d e m i c s , t e a c h e r s , 
members o f v o l u n t a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n s and human r i g h t s w o r k e r s , as w e l l as l a b o u r e r s 
and t h e unemployed. About 13,600 P a l e s t i n i a n s , i n c l u d i n g c h i l d r e n , were r e p o r t e d 
t o be i n d e t e n t i o n as a t September 1989, 4,400 of whom were h e l d under h a r s h 
c o n d i t i o n s a t the Ansar I I I camp i n t h e Negev d e s e r t i n I s r a e l , where t h e y had been 
t a k e n i n v i o l a t i o n o f t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e f o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n . 

26. The Committee was g r a v e l y c o n c e r n e d a t t h e i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n o f v i o l a t i o n s o f 
th e P a l e s t i n i a n s ' r i g h t t o e d u c a t i o n d u r i n g t h e second y e a r o f t h e i n t i f a d a h . 
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Measures t a k e n by the o c c u p y i n g Power i n c l u d e d t h e c o m p l e t e c l o s u r e of u n i v e r s i t i e s 
,uid the l o n g - t e r m and r e p e a t e d c l o s u r e o f s c h o o l s , the p r o h i b i t i o n o f home s t u d y 
and c o m p e n s a t i o n c l a s s e s i n a l t e r n a t i v e l o c a t i o n s , the use o f s c h o o l s as m i l i t a r y 
o u t p o s t s , the d e s t r u c t i o n o f s c h o o l p r o p e r t y , and m i l i t a r y r a i d s on s c h o o l s and 
a l t e r n a t i v e c l a s s e s . A r r e s t s , d e p o r t a t i o n s and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n were used 
a g a i n s t f a c u l t y , a d m i n i s t r a t o r s and s t u d e n t s . I t was e s t i m a t e d t h a t p r i m a r y and 
s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l c h i l d r e n , numbering about 400,000, had been t a u g h t s c h o o l f o r o n l y 
about f i v e months a l t o g e t h e r d u r i n g the p e r i o d from the autumn of 1987 t o 
June 1989. About 100,000 c h i l d r e n between 6,to 8 y e a r s of age had been u n a b l e t o 
b e g i n f i r s t g r a d e . About 20,000 u n i v e r s i t y s t u d e n t s had t h e i r e d u c a t i o n c o m p l e t e l y 
i n t e r r u p t e d . The Committee n o t e d w i t h g r e a t c o n c e r n t h e assessment by e d u c a t o r s 
t h a t the i m p o s i t i o n of t h o s e r e s t r i c t i o n s p e n a l i z e s p r e s e n t and f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s 
of P a l e s t i n i a n s and w i l l c r e a t e s e r i o u s d y s f u n c t i o n s i n the e d u c a t i o n a l system t h a t 
w i l l be e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t t o compensate a t a l a t e r s t a g e . 

27. The Committee f u r t h e r n o t e d t h a t the h e a l t h s i t u a t i o n i n the o c c u p i e d 
P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y had c o n t i n u e d t o d e t e r i o r a t e and was a m a t t e r o f the most 
s e r i o u s c o n c e r n . I t was r e p o r t e d t h a t , s i n c e t h e b e g i n n i n g of the o c c u p a t i o n , 
I s r a e l i p o l i c i e s had r e s u l t e d i n a l a c k of b a s i c s a n i t a r y i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and h e a l c h 
s e r v i c e s . The number of h e a l t h p e r s o n n e l and h o s p i t a l beds, the q u a n t i t y and 
q u a l i t y o f s e r v i c e s , the m e d i c a l equipment and s u p p l i e s , were i n c r e a s i n g l y 
i n s u f f i c i e n t t o meet the needs of the P a l e s t i n i a n p o p u l a t i o n . There was no 
s t r u c t u r e d h e a l t h system and no l o n g - t e r m h e a l t h p l a n n i n g s p e c i f i c t o t h e o c c u p i e d 
t e r r i t o r y and i n d e p e n d e n t of the I s r a e l i system, w h i c h d r a i n e d the r e s o u r c e s of the 
o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y w i t h o u t p r o v i d i n g c o r r e s p o n d i n g s e r v i c e s . The e s t i m a t e d 40,000 
P a l e s t i n i a n s i n j u r e d d u r i n g the i n t i f a d a h , who were i n need of p h y s i o t h e r a p e u t i c a l 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , had c r e a t e d enormous s t r a i n s on the a l r e a d y i n a d e q u a t e f a c i l i t i e s . 
The Committee a l s o n o t e d w i t h g r e a t c o n c e r n c o n t i n u i n g r e p o r t s t h a t a c c e s s t o 
m e d i c a l c a r e , even i n emergency c a s e s , was o f t e n r e n d e r e d d i f f i c u l t by t r a v e l 
r e s t r i c t i o n s and c u r f e w s imposed by the o c c u p y i n g Power, and t h a t h o s p i t a l s had 
been a t t a c k e d and p a t i e n t s a r r e s t e d . 

28. The Committee a l s o n o t e d w i t h c o n c e r n t h a t , i n h i s r e p o r t on the s i t u a t i o n of 
w o r k e r s o f the o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , based on the r e s u l t s of a f a c t - f i n d i n g 
m i s s i o n t o the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y , the D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l o f the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labour O r g a n i z a t i o n ( I L O ) , ^/ had s t a t e d t h a t economic and o t h e r 
measures t a k e n by the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s t o s u p p r e s s t h e i n t i f a d a h had l e d t o a 
s u b s t a n t i a l d e t e r i o r a t i o n i n the s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e - by 
as much as 50 per c e n t , a c c o r d i n g t o some o b s e r v e r s . P a l e s t i n i a n employees and 
w o r k e r s were of the o p i n i o n t h a t any development f o r t h e i r b e n e f i t had been r e d u c e d 
•̂ o a minimum i n r e c e n t y e a r s , and t h a t any e f f o r t s t h a t t h e y t h e m s e l v e s had 
u n d e r t a k e n f o r g e n u i n e development had been s l o w e d or wrecked i n o r d e r t o keep the 
P a l e s t i n i a n economy as dependent as p o s s i b l e on t h a t o f I s r a e l . P a l e s t i n i a n 
w o r k e r s c o n t i n u e d t o s u f f e r from f u n d a m e n t a l i n e q u i t i e s i n t r a i n i n g and employment 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s and i n the l e v e l and c o n d i t i o n s of employment and s o c i a l i n s u r a n c e 
system, c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e i r v u l n e r a b i l i t y and dependence. The I s r a e l i 
a u t h o r i t i e s had a l s o c o n t i n u e d t o engage i n g r a v e i n f r i n g e m e n t s of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n s ' r i g h t t o freedom of a s s o c i a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g r a i d s on and c l o s u r e o f 
t r a d e u n i o n p r e m i s e s , a r r e s t , house a r r e s t , e x p u l s i o n or t h r e a t o f e x p u l s i o n , 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n and p h y s i c a l harassment and i n t e r r o g a t i o n o f t r a d e 
u n i o n i s t s . 

29. T a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t t h e c o n t i n u i n g s e r i o u s a g g r a v a t i o n o f t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e 
o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y , w h i c h a f f e c t e d e v e r y a s p e c t o f P a l e s t i n i a n l i f e and s o c i e t y . 
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the Committee d e p l o r e d t h a t I s r a e l , the o c c u p y i n g Power, had d e n i e d e n t r y t o the 
t e r r i t o r y t o a number of U n i t e d N a t i o n s b o d i e s and a g e n c i e s s e e k i n g t o i n v e s t i g a t e 
the s i t u a t i o n , i n p a r t i c u l a r , the S p e c i a l Committee t o I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i 
P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g t h e Human R i g h t s of the P o p u l a t i o n of the O c c u p i e d T e r r i t o r i e s , 
t h e Commission on t h e S t a t u s o f Women and the S p e c i a l Committee o f E x p e r t s o f t h e 
W o r l d H e a l t h O r g a n i z a t i o n (WHO). The R a p p o r t e u r and e x p e r t m i s s i o n s of the U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s E d u c a t i o n a l , S c i e n t i f i c and C u l t u r a l O r g a n i z a t i o n (UNESCO) t o i n v e s t i g a t e 
the needs o f P a l e s t i n i a n e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s had a l s o been u n a b l e t o v i s i t the 
o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . The Committee a s s o c i a t e d i t s e l f w i t h the c a l l made 
i n G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/233 of 20 A p r i l 1989 f o r t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o 
submit p e r i o d i c r e p o r t s on developments i n the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . 

30. The Committee w i s h e s t o draw once a g a i n the most u r g e n t a t t e n t i o n of the 
G e n e r a l Assembly and the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o the p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s of I s r a e l , 
t he o c c u p y i n g Power, w h i c h a r e i n f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n of the Geneva C o n v e n t i o n 
r e l a t i v e t o t h e P r o t e c t i o n of C i v i l i a n P e r s o n s i n Time of War, of 12 August 1949, 
and w h i c h p r e v e n t t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e from a t t a i n i n g i t s i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s , and 
t h w a r t i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s t o b r i n g about a p e a c e f u l s e t t l e m e n t of the q u e s t i o n 
o f P a l e s t i n e , t h e c o r e o f t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t i n the M i d d l e E a s t . The 
Committee r e i t e r a t e s i t s most u r g e n t a p p e a l t o the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l and the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community as a whole to t a k e a l l n e c e s s a r y measures t o e n s u r e the 
s a f e t y and p r o t e c t i o n o f the P a l e s t i n i a n s i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y , p e n d i n g the 
w i t h d r a w a l o f I s r a e l i f o r c e s and the achievement of a s e t t l e m e n t . 

31. The Committee f u r t h e r c o n s i d e r e d t h a t , above and beyond p r o t e c t i v e and 
emergency r e l i e f measures, the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community must t a k e a l l p o s s i b l e 
measures t o h a l t the c u r r e n t economic c r i s i s and t o d e v e l o p s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 
s t r u c t u r e s t h a t w i l l l e a d t o the g e n u i n e and autonomous development of the o c c u p i e d 
P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . The P a l e s t i n i a n s t r u g g l e f o r i n d e p e n d e n t n a t i o n h o o d 
r e q u i r e s , and i s e n t i t l e d t o , the f u l l s u p p o r t and c o n c r e t e a s s i s t a n c e o f the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s system, i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the r e l e v a n t p r o v i s i o n s of t h e C h a r t e r of 
t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s and U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s . I n t h a t c o n n e c t i o n , t h e 
Committee n o t e d t h a t , i n r e s o l u t i o n 43/178 of 20 December 1988, e n t i t l e d 
" A s s i s t a n c e t o t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e " , the G e n e r a l Assembly a f f i r m e d t h a t t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e c a n n o t d e v e l o p t h e i r n a t i o n a l economy as l o n g as t h e I s r a e l i 
o c c u p a t i o n p e r s i s t s and i t e x p r e s s e d awareness of the i n c r e a s i n g need t o p r o v i d e 
economic and s o c i a l a s s i s t a n c e t o the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . The r e s o l u t i o n c o n t a i n e d 
a mamber o f r e q u e s t s f o r a c t i o n by the U n i t e d N a t i o n s system and by Governments and 
i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The Committee a l s o n o t e d 
w i t h a p p r e c i a t i o n t h e e f f o r t s o f the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l and t h e r e l e v a n t 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s a g e n c i e s and b o d i e s , as w e l l as the recommendations e m a n a t i n g from 
m e e t i n g s o f non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s o r g a n i z e d under i t s a u s p i c e s . The 
Committee c a l l e d on a l l c o n c e r n e d t o s u s t a i n and i n c r e a s e t h e i r a s s i s t a n c e t o t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , i n c l o s e c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h the P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n 
O r g a n i z a t i o n , as a n e c e s s a r y accompaniment o f renewed e f f o r t s t o a c h i e v e a 
p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n t o t h e P a l e s t i n e q u e s t i o n . 
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2. R e a c t i o n s t o clevelopments a f f e c t i n g t h e i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s 
of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e 

(a) Communications t o the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l and the P r e s i d e n t o f t h e S e c u r i t y 
C o u h C i l 

32. I n r e s p o n s e t o the d e t e r i o r a t i n g s i t u a t i o n i n t h e o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n 
t e r r i t o r y i n the c o u r s e o f the y e a r under r e v i e w , the Chairman of the Committee 
r e p e a t e d l y drew the most u r g e n t a t t e n t i o n o f t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l and o f the 
P r e s i d e n t o f the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o developments i n t h e a r e a and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , 
t o the e s c a l a t i o n o f r e p r e s s i o n by the I s r a e l i m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t i e s , u r g i n g t h e 
a d o p t i o n o f a p p r o p r i a t e measures i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h h u m a n i t a r i a n p r i n c i p l e s and 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s . The Chairman d e t a i l e d v a r i o u s i n s t a n c e s o f k i l l i n g and 
maiming o f P a l e s t i n i a n s by the I s r a e l i armed f o r c e s and s e t t l e r s , mass a r r e s t s , 
house d e m o l i t i o n s and o t h e r forms o f c o l l e c t i v e punishment, d e p o r t a t i o n s , and o t h e r 
g r a v e v i o l a t i o n s o f t h e human and i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n s i n t h e 
o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y by I s r a e l , the o c c u p y i n g Power. The Chairman r e p e a t e d l y p o i n t e d 
out t h a t t h o s e p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s were i n c o n t r a v e n t i o n o f the f o u r t h Geneva 
C o n v e n t i o n , i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s i n s t r u m e n t s and U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s , 
and posed f u r t h e r o b s t a c l e s t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s t o promote a c o m p r e h e n s i v e , 
j u s t and l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n t o the P a l e s t i n e q u e s t i o n . The Chairman r e i t e r a t e d the 
Committee's a p p e a l s t o the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l and t o the P r e s i d e n t of the S e c u r i t y 
C o u n c i l t o t a k e a l l p o s s i b l e measures f o r e n s u r i n g the s a f e t y and p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n c i v i l i a n s under o c c u p a t i o n , and t o i n t e n s i f y a l l e f f o r t s towards t h e 
c o n v e n i n g o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t , i n a c c o r d a n c e 
w i t h G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176 of 15 December 1988. 

33. The l e t t e r s from the Chairman of the Committee were c i r c u l a t e d as o f f i c i a l 
documents of t h e G e n e r a l Assembly, under the agenda i t e m e n t i t l e d " Q u e s t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n e " , and o f the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , and a r e c o n t a i n e d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g 
documents: A/43/946-S/20315; A/43/992-S/20372; A/43/994-S/20424; A/43/999-S/20505; 
A/43/1004-S/20563 and C o r r . l ; А/43/1005-S/20952 ; A/43/1008-S/20623 ; 
A/43/1009-S/20668 ; A/43/1011-S/20714; A/44/209-S/20564 and A/44/547-S/20860. 

(b) A c t i o n t a k e n w i t h i n t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 

34. I n a d d i t i o n t o t r a n s m i t t i n g l e t t e r s t o t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l and t h e P r e s i d e n t 
of t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , the Committee f o l l o w e d c l o s e l y t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e 
C o u n c i l on m a t t e r s r e l a t i n g t o the Committee's mandate, and p a r t i c i p a t e d i n C o u n c i l 
d e b a t e s as n e c e s s a r y . 

3'"). I n a l e t t e r d a t e d 8 F e b r u a r y 1989 (S/20454), the Permanent R e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f 
T u n i s i a , Chairman of the Arab Group f o r the month of F e b r u a r y , r e f e r r i n g t o t h e 
l e t t e r d a t e d 7 F e b r u a r y 1989 from the Permanent O b s e r v e r M i s s i o n o f P a l e s t i n e 
(А/44/117-S/20451), r e q u e s t e d an u r g e n t m e e t i n g o f the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l i n o r d e r t o 
c o n s i d e r t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . The r e q u e s t was 
s u p p o r t e d by t h e Chairman of t h e Committee on t h e E x e r c i s e o f the I n a l i e n a b l e 
R i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e i n a l e t t e r d a t e d 9 F e b r u a r y 1989 (S / 2 0 4 5 5 ) , i n 
w h i c h she a l s o r e i t e r a t e d t h e Committee's most s e r i o u s c o n c e r n a t the d e t e r i o r a t i o n 
of the s i t u a t i o n i n t h e o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . The S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 
c o n s i d e r e d t h e i t e m a t f i v e m e e t i n g s h e l d between 10 and 17 F e b r u a r y 1989. 

36. The Chairman o f t h e Committee i n t e r v e n e d i n t h e de b a t e a t the 2845th m e e t i n g 
of t h e C o u n c i l ( s e e S/PV.2845), h e l d on 10 F e b r u a r y 1989, and s t a t e d t h a t , s i n c e 
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the b e g i n n i n g of the i i i t i X a d a h , t h e r e hnd beoii at l e a s t 494 f a t a l i t i e s and 
thousands i n j u r e d , m o s t l y c h i l d r e n and younq p e o p l e . T h e s i t u a t i o n demanded an 
u r g e n t and a p p r o p r i a t e r e s p o n s e from the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o e n s u r e 
c o m p l i a n c e by I s r a e l w i t h i t s o b l i g a t i o n s as an o c c u p y i n g Power. There was a v i t a l 
need t o r e a c h a n e g o t i a t e d , j u s t and l a s t i n g s e t t l e m e n t of the M i d d l e E a s t 
p r o blem. The Committee i n v i t e d the C o u n c i l t o e n t e r i n t o an i n - d e p t h debate on the 
b e s t means o f t r a n s l a t i n g i n t o c o n c r e t e r e a l i t y the P a l e s t i n i a n peace i n i t i a t i v e . 
The U n i t e d N a t i o n s had an o b l i g a t i o n t o e n s u r e the r e a l i z a t i o n o f the l e g i t i m a t e 
a s p i r a t i o n s and i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . I t was a l s o 
incumbent upon the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o implement the recommendations o f the G e n e r a l 
Assembly on t h e P a l e s t i n e q u e s t i o n t h a t had been ad o p t e d by e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g 
m a j o r i t i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e c a l l i n g f o r an i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace c o n f e r e n c e on the 
M i d d l e E a s t , 

37. At i t s 2850th m e e t i n g , on 17 F e b r u a r y 1989, the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l c o n s i d e r e d a 
d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n (S/20463) s u b m i t t e d by A l g e r i a , C o l o m b i a , E t h i o p i a , M a l a y s i a , 
N e p a l , S e n e g a l and Y u g o s l a v i a . By t h a t d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n , the C o u n c i l w o u l d have: 
s t r o n g l y d e p l o r e d I s r a e l ' s p e r s i s t e n t p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s a g a i n s t the 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e i n the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s , e s p e c i a l l y the 
v i o l a t i o n o f hximan r i g h t s , and the c o n t i n u i n g d i s r e g a r d by I s r a e l , the o c c u p y i n g 
Power, o f the r e l e v a n t d e c i s i o n s of the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l ; c o n f i r m e d once more the 
a p p l i c a b i l i t y o f t h e f o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n t o t h a t t e r r i t o r y ; c a l l e d upon 
I s r a e l , the o c c u p y i n g Power, t o a b i d e by the r e l e v a n t S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s 
and t o comply w i t h i t s o b l i g a t i o n s under the C o n v e n t i o n ; c a l l e d f o r the e x e r c i s e of 
maximum r e s t r a i n t t o c o n t r i b u t e towards the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of peace; e x p r e s s e d i t s 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o work towards the a c h i e v e m e n t , under t h e a u s p i c e s o f t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s , o f a c o m p r e h e n s i v e , j u s t and l a s t i n g s e t t l e m e n t of the M i d d l e E a s t 
c o n f l i c t , an i n t e g r a l p a r t o f w h i c h i s the P a l e s t i n i a n p r o b l e m ; r e q u e s t e d t h e 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o f o l l o w the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of the r e s o l u t i o n , i n c l u d i n g 
e x a m i n i n g t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s by a l l means 
a v a i l a b l e t o him and t o r e p o r t t o the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l ; and d e c i d e d t o keep t h e 
s i t u a t i o n under r e v i e w . 

38. A t t h e same m e e t i n g , t h e d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n was v o t e d upon. The r e s u l t o f t h e 
v o t i n g was 14 t o 1, w i t h no a b s t e n t i o n s ; the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n was n o t a d o p t e d , 
owing t o t h e n e g a t i v e v o t e o f a permanent member o f t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l . 

39. I n a l e t t e r d a t e d 31 May 1989, a d d r e s s e d t o t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e S e c u r i t y 
C o u n c i l ( S / 2 0 6 6 2 ) , t h e Permanent R e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the Sudan t o t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , 
i n h i s c a p a c i t y as Chairman of the Group of Arab S t a t e s a t the U n i t e d N a t i o n s f o r 
the month o f May 1989, r e q u e s t e d t h a t an u r g e n t m e e t i n g o f t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l be 
convened t o d i s c u s s t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . The 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l resumed i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the i t e m a t f i v e m e e t i n g s , h e l d 
between б and 9 June 1989. 

40. The Chairman o f the Committee i n t e r v e n e d i n the debate a t t h e 2863rd m e e t i n g 
of the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l (see S/PV.2863) h e l d on 6 June 1989, and s t a t e d t h a t i t was 
h i g h time f o r t h e C o u n c i l , r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the m a intenance o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace, 
t o i n c r e a s e i t s i n v o l v e m e n t by making a p o s i t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
e f f o r t s t o b r i n g about a j u s t and l a s t i n g peace i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t . A p p r o p r i a t e 
a c t i o n by the C o u n c i l c o u l d do much t o r e l i e v e the s u f f e r i n g o f P a l e s t i n i a n 
c i v i l i a n s , i n c l u d i n g women and c h i l d r e n , as r e q u e s t e d by the G e n e r a l Assembly i n 
i t s r e s o l u t i o n 43/233 and i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h the recommendations and o b s e r v a t i o n s 
c o n t a i n e d i n the r e p o r t p r e p a r e d by the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l p u r s u a n t t o S e c u r i t y 
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C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 605 (1987) of 22 December 1987. She c a l l e d on the C o u n c i l t o 
s u p p o r t the g r o w i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y i n f a v o u r o f t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e 
i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e and t o a c t on t h e recommendations o f 
the G e n e r a l Assembly f o r the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a j u s t and l a s t i n g peace, i n 
p a r t i c u l a r t h o s e i n Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176. The P a l e s t i n i a n l e a d e r s have 
r e s o l u t e l y a d o p t e d a courageous p o l i c y o f openness, and have done t h e i r p a r t ; the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had the dut y t o p r e v a i l upon I s r a e l t o r e s p o n d i n a 
p o s i t i v e way, f o r no r e p r e s s i o n c o u l d overcome the i n t i f a d a h . 

41. A t i t s 2864th m e e t i n g , on 7 June 1989, the C o u n c i l c o n s i d e r e d a d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n (S/20677) s u b m i t t e d by A l g e r i a , C o l o m b i a , E t h i o p i a , M a l a y s i a , N e p a l , 
S e n e g a l and Y u g o s l a v i a . By t h a t d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n , t he C o u n c i l would have: 
s t r o n g l y d e p l o r e d I s r a e l i p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s v i o l a t i n g t he human r i g h t s o f the 
t ' a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y ; c a l l e d upon I s r a e l , as the o c c u p y i n g 
P()wer and as a High C o n t r a c t i n g P a r t y t o the Geneva C o n v e n t i o n r e l a t i v e t o the 
P r o t e c t i o n o f C i v i l i a n P e r s o n s i n Time of War, of 12 August 1949, t o a c c e p t the 
de j u r e a p p l i c a b i l i t y of the C o n v e n t i o n t o the P a l e s t i n i a n and o t h e r Arab 
t e r r i t o r i e s o c c u p i e d s i n c e 1967, i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m ; r e c a l l e d t he o b l i g a t i o n s o f 
a l l t he H i g h C o n t r a c t i n g P a r t i e s , under a r t i c l e 1 of the C o n v e n t i o n , t o e n s u r e 
r e s p e c t f o r the C o n v e n t i o n i n a l l c i r c u m s t a n c e s ; demanded t h a t I s r a e l d e s i s t 
f o r t h w i t h from d e p o r t i n g P a l e s t i n i a n c i v i l i a n s from the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y and 
ens u r e t h e s a f e and immediate r e t u r n o f t h o s e a l r e a d y d e p o r t e d ; e x p r e s s e d g r e a t 
c o n c e r n about the p r o l o n g e d c l o s u r e o f s c h o o l s i n p a r t s of the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y 
and c a l l e d upon I s r a e l t o p e r m i t the immediate r e o p e n i n g o f t h o s e s c h o o l s ; 
r e q u e s t e d t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o c o n t i n u e t o m o n i t o r the s i t u a t i o n i n the 
o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y by a l l means a v a i l a b l e t o him, and t o make t i m e l y 
r e p o r t s t o t h e C o u n c i l , t h e f i r s t such r e p o r t t o be s u b m i t t e d no l a t e r t h a n 
23 June 1989; and d e c i d e d t o keep the s i t u a t i o n i n the P a l e s t i n i a n and o t h e r Arab 
t e r r i t o r i e s o c c u p i e d by I s r a e l s i n c e 1967, i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m , under r e v i e w . 

42. A t i t s 2867th m e e t i n g , the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l p r o c e e d e d t o v o t e on t h e d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n ( S / 2 0 6 7 7 ) . The r e s u l t o f the v o t i n g was 14 t o 1, w i t h no a b s t e n t i o n s . 
I t was n o t a d o p t e d , owing t o the n e g a t i v e v o t e o f a permanent member o f t h e 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l . 

43. I n a l e t t e r d a t e d 30 June 1989, a d d r e s s e d t o the P r e s i d e n t o f t h e S e c u r i t y 
C o u n c i l ( S / 2 0 7 0 9 ) , the Permanent R e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e S y r i a n A r a b R e p u b l i c t o t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s , i n h i s c a p a c i t y as Chairman o f t h e Group o f Arab S t a t e s a t t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s f o r the month o f June 1989, r e q u e s t e d the c o n v e n i n g o f an immediate 
m e e t i n g o f t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o c o n s i d e r the s i t u a t i o n i n t h e o c c u p i e d 
P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y , i n p a r t i c u l a r t he d e p o r t a t i o n o f P a l e s t i n i a n c i v i l i a n s from 
the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . 

44. At i t s 2870th m e e t i n g , h e l d on 6 J u l y 1989, the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l had b e f o r e i t 
\̂ d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n (S/20710) s u b m i t t e d by A l g e r i a , C o l o m b i a , E t h i o p i a , M a l a y s i a , 
N e p a l , S e n e g a l and Y u g o s l a v i a . The d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n was adop t e d by 14 v o t e s t o 
none, w i t h 1 a b s t e n t i o n , as S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 636 (1989) o f 6 J u l y 1989. 
Ry t h a t r e s o l u t i o n , t he C o u n c i l d e e p l y r e g r e t t e d the c o n t i n u i n g d e p o r t a t i o n by 
I s r a e l , t he o c c u p y i n g Power, of P a l e s t i n i a n c i v i l i a n s ; c a l l e d upon I s r a e l t o e n s u r e 
the s a f e and immediate r e t u r n t o the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s o f t h o s e 
d e p o r t e d and t o d e s i s t f o r t h w i t h from d e p o r t i n g any o t h e r P a l e s t i n i a n c i v i l i a n s ; 
r e a f f i r m e d t h a t the Geneva C o n v e n t i o n r e l a t i v e t o the P r o t e c t i o n o f C i v i l i a n 
P e r s ons i n Time of War, of 12 August 1949, was a p p l i c a b l e t o t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 
t e r r i t o r i e s , o c c u p i e d by I s r a e l s i n c e 1967, i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m , and t o t h e o t h e r 
o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s ; and d e c i d e d t o keep the s i t u a t i o n under r e v i e w . 
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45. In a l e t t e r d a t e d 29 August 1989 a d d r e s s e d t o the P r e s i d e n t of the S e c u r i t y 
C o u n c i l (S/20817), the Charge d ' a f f a i r e s a . i . of the Permanent M i s s i o n of Q a t a r t o 
t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , on b e h a l f o f the Group of Arab S t a t e s , r e q u e s t e d the c o n v e n i n g 
o f an u r g e n t m e e t i n g o f the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l i n o r d e r t o c o n s i d e r the s i t u a t i o n i n 
t h e o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y , and i n p a r t i c u l a r the d e p o r t a t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n i a n c i v i l i a n s from t h e o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . 

46. The S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l met on 30 August 1989, a t i t s 2883rd m e e t i n g , and had 
b e f o r e i t a d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n (S/20820) s u b m i t t e d by A l g e r i a , C o l o m b i a , E t h i o p i a , 
M a l a y s i a , N e p a l , S e n e g a l and Y u g o s l a v i a . The d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n was a d o p t e d by 14 
v o t e s , w i t h 1 a b s t e n t i o n , as S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 641 (1989) of 
30 August 1989. By t h a t r e s o l u t i o n , the C o u n c i l d e p l o r e d the c o n t i n u e d d e p o r t a t i o n 
by I s r a e l , t h e o c c u p y i n g Power, of P a l e s t i n i a n c i v i l i a n s ; c a l l e d upon I s r a e l t o 
e n s u r e t h e s a f e and immediate r e t u r n t o the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s o f 
t h o s e d e p o r t e d and t o d e s i s t f u r t h e r from d e p o r t i n g any o t h e r P a l e s t i n i a n 
c i v i l i a n s ; r e a f f i r m e d t h a t the Geneva C o n v e n t i o n r e l a t i v e t o the P r o t e c t i o n of 
C i v i l i a n P e r s o n s i n Time of War, of 12 August 1949, i s a p p l i c a b l e t o t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s , o c c u p i e d by I s r a e l s i n c e 1967, i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m , and t o 
the o t h e r o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s ; and d e c i d e d t o keep the s i t u a t i o n under r e v i e w . 

47. I n a l e t t e r d a t e d 3 November 1989, a d d r e s s e d t o the P r e s i d e n t o f t h e S e c u r i t y 
C o u n c i l ( S / 2 0 9 4 2 ) , t h e Permanent R e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f K u w a i t t o t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , i n 
h i s c a p a c i t y as Chairman o f t h e Group of Arab S t a t e s f o r the month o f 
November 1989, r e q u e s t e d an immediate m e e t i n g of t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l i n o r d e r t o 
c o n s i d e r t h e c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n i n the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . The S e c u r i t y 
C o u n c i l resumed i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the i t e m a t t h r e e m e e t i n g s h e l d on 6 and 
7 November 1989. 

48. The Chairman o f t h e Committee i n t e r v e n e d i n t h e d e b a t e a t the 2 888th m e e t i n g 
(see S/PV.2888), on 6 November 1989, and s t a t e d t h a t , d e s p i t e r e p e a t e d i n d i g n a n t 
p r o t e s t s by t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community and the t i r e l e s s e f f o r t s of t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s and i t s S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n o f t h e c i v i l i a n 
p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s had been s t e a d i l y 
d e t e r i o r a t i n g . The Committee's c o n c e r n was a l l the more a c u t e s i n c e t h e S e c u r i t y 
C o u n c i l had s t i l l n o t s u c c e e d e d i n a g r e e i n g t o measures t o g u a r a n t e e t h e s e c u r i t y 
o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n c i v i l i a n s , i n p a r t i c u l a r women and c h i l d r e n . The Chairman 
a p p e a l e d t o t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o become more i n v o l v e d i n t h e q u e s t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n e and t o i n i t i a t e and o v e r s e e the peace p r o c e s s i n t h e r e g i o n , and i n 
p a r t i c u l a r t o work r e s o l u t e l y w i t h the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o o r g a n i z e t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h G e n e r a l 
Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176. The U n i t e d N a t i o n s had more t h a n e v e r b e f o r e t h e d u t y 
and the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o promote the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of peace and c o e x i s t e n c e 
between t h e P a l e s t i n i a n and I s r a e l i p e o p l e s . 

49. At i t s 2889th m e e t i n g , on 7 November 1989, t h e C o u n c i l c o n s i d e r e d a d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n (S/20945/Rev.1) s u b m i t t e d by A l g e r i a , C o l o m b i a , E t h i o p i a , M a l a y s i a , 
N e p a l , S e n e g a l and Y u g o s l a v i a . By t h a t d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n , t h e C o u n c i l w o u l d have: 
s t r o n g l y d e p l o r e d t h o s e p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s of I s r a e l , t h e o c c u p y i n g Power, 
w h i c h v i o l a t e d t h e human r i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , i n p a r t i c u l a r t h e s i e g e 
o f towns, t h e r a n s a c k i n g of homes, and i l l e g a l and a r b i t r a r y c o n f i s c a t i o n o f 
p r o p e r t y and v a l u a b l e s ; c a l l e d upon I s r a e l t o d e s i s t from s u c h p r a c t i c e s and 
a c t i o n s , t o l i f t i t s s i e g e and t o r e t u r n the c o n f i s c a t e d p r o p e r t y ; r e a f f i r m e d t h e 
a p p l i c a b i l i t y o f the f o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n t o the P a l e s t i n i a n and o t h e r Arab 
t e r r i t o r i e s o c c u p i e d by I s r a e l s i n c e 1967, and c a l l e d on I s r a e l , t h e o c c u p y i n g 
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Power, t o a b i d e by t h a t C o n v e n t i o n ; c a l l e d upon a l l H i g h C o n t r a c t i n g P a r t i e s t o 
t h a t C o n v e n t i o n t o en s u r e r e s p e c t f o r i t , i n c l u d i n g t h e o b l i g a t i o n o f t h e o c c u p y i n g 
Power t o t r e a t the p o p u l a t i o n o f the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y humanely a t a l l t i m e s and 
i n a l l c i r c u m s t a n c e s ; and r e q u e s t e d the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o c o n d u c t o n - s i t e 
m o n i t o r i n g o f the p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n i n the P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y o c c u p i e d s i n c e 
1967, i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m , by a l l means a v a i l a b l e t o him, and t o su b m i t p e r i o d i c 
r e p o r t s t h e r e o n , the f i r s t such r e p o r t as soon as p o s s i b l e . 

50. At the same m e e t i n g , the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l p r o c e e d e d t o v o t e on the d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n (S/20945/Rev.1). The r e s u l t o f the v o t i n g was 14 t o 1, w i t h no 
a b s t e n t i o n s . The d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n was not a d o p t e d , owing t o t h e n e g a t i v e v o t e o f a 
permanent member o f the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l . 

{с) A c t i o n t a k e n w i t h i n the G e n e r a l Assembly 

51. I n i t s r e s o l u t i o n s 43/48 o f 30 November 1988 and 43/49 o f 2 December 1988, the 
G e n e r a l Assembly c o n s i d e r e d the d e c i s i o n o f the h o s t c o u n t r y t o deny an e n t r y v i s a 
t o the Chairman o f the E x e c u t i v e Committee o f the P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n 
O r g a n i z a t i o n , and d e c i d e d t o c o n s i d e r the agenda i t e m e n t i t l e d " Q u e s t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n e " i n p l e n a r y m e e t i n g s a t the U n i t e d N a t i o n s O f f i c e a t Geneva from 13 t o 
15 December 1988. At i t s 7 8 t h p l e n a r y m e e t i n g , the Assembly h e a r d a h i s t o r i c 
s t a t e m e n t by the Chairman of the E x e c u t i v e Committee o f the P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n 
O r g a n i z a t i o n . The Committee e n d o r s e d the P a l e s t i n i a n peace i n i t i a t i v e c o n t a i n e d i n 
t h a t s t a t e m e n t . 

52. A t i t s 82nd p l e n a r y m e e t i n g , on 15 December 1988, the G e n e r a l Assembly a d o p t e d 
f i v e r e s o l u t i o n s on the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e . By r e s o l u t i o n s 43/175 A, В and C, 
the Assembly renewed the r e s p e c t i v e mandates o f the Committee, the D i v i s i o n f o r 
P a l e s t i n i a n R i g h t s and the Department o f P u b l i c I n f o r m a t i o n (see p a r a s . 9-11 
abo v e ) . By i t s r e s o l u t i o n 43/176, the Assembly o u t l i n e d p r i n c i p l e s f o r t h e 
achievement o f a comprehensive peace t h r o u g h the c o n v e n i n g o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t (see p a r a . 57 b e l o w ) . By i t s r e s o l u t i o n 
43/177, the Assembly acknowledged the p r o c l a m a t i o n o f the S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e by the 
P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l on 15 November 1988; a f f i r m e d the need t o e n a b l e t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e t o e x e r c i s e t h e i r s o v e r e i g n t y over t h e i r t e r r i t o r y o c c u p i e d 
s i n c e 1967; and d e c i d e d t h a t the d e s i g n a t i o n " P a l e s t i n e " s h o u l d be used i n p l a c e o f 
the d e s i g n a t i o n " P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n " i n t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s s y s t e m , 
w i t h o u t p r e j u d i c e t o the o b s e r v e r s t a t u s and f u n c t i o n s o f the PLO w i t h i n t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s system, i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h r e l e v a n t U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s and p r a c t i c e . 

On 14 December 1988, the Government of the U n i t e d S t a t e s announced i t s 
d e c i s i o n t o open a s u b s t a n t i v e d i a l o g u e w i t h the P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n 
O i g a n i z a t i o n . That p o s i t i v e development was welcomed by a l l S t a t e s p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
i n the p l e n a r y m e e t i n g s of the G e n e r a l Assembly h e l d a t Geneva. 

54. The G e n e r a l Assembly s u b s e q u e n t l y d e c i d e d t o r e t a i n t h e i t e m on t h e agenda o f 
i t s f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n ( G e n e r a l Assembly d e c i s i o n 43/459 o f 22 December 1988). 
The G e n e r a l Assembly resumed i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f the i t e m , e n t i t l e d " Q u e s t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n e " , on 18 A p r i l 1989, a t the r e q u e s t o f the Permanent R e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f 
Sau d i A r a b i a i n h i s c a p a c i t y as Chairman o f the Arab Group a t the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , 
c o n t a i n e d i n a l e t t e r d a t e d 17 A p r i l 1989 (A/43/1007), and i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
G e n e r a l Assembly d e c i s i o n 43/459, by w h i c h t h e Assembly r e t a i n e d t h a t i t e m on the 
agenda o f i t s f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n . The Assembly c o n s i d e r e d t h e i t e m a t t h r e e 
m e e t i n g s , h e l d on 18 and 19 A p r i l 1989. 
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55. The Chairman of the Committee i n t e r v e n e d i n the debate of the G e n e r a l Assembly 
a t i t s 92nd p l e n a r y m e e t i n g , on 18 A p r i l 1909 (see A/43/PV.92) and s t r e s s e d t h a t 
t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y had c o n t i n u e d t o worsen owing 
t o I s r a e l ' s i n t r a n s i g e n c e . The Chairman r e p o r t e d t o the Assembly on v a r i o u s 
i n s t a n c e s o f k i l l i n g s and d e s t r u c t i o n t h a t had t a k e n p l a c e s i n c e t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 
1989 and t h a t had been d e t a i l e d i n l e t t e r s w r i t t e n on b e h a l f o f t h e Committee. The 
Committee s t r o n g l y p r o t e s t e d t h e f u r t h e r e s c a l a t i o n o f r e p r e s s i o n i n r e c e n t days 
and the g r o w i n g r o l e o f armed I s r a e l i s e t t l e r s , and w i s h e d t o a p p e a l t o the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o r e d o u b l e i t s e f f o r t s t o e n s u r e the p r o t e c t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n i a n s , t h e w i t h d r a w a l o f I s r a e l from the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y , and 
t h e c o n v e n i n g o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176. 

56. On 20 A p r i l 1989, a t i t s 94th p l e n a r y m e e t i n g , the G e n e r a l Assembly ado p t e d 
r e s o l u t i o n 43/233 by a v o t e of 129 t o 2, w i t h 1 a b s t e n t i o n . By t h a t r e s o l u t i o n , 
the Assembly condemned t h o s e p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s of I s r a e l , the o c c u p y i n g Power, 
w h i c h v i o l a t e t h e human r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y ; 
demanded t h a t I s r a e l a b i d e s c r u p u l o u s l y by the Geneva C o n v e n t i o n r e l a t i v e t o t h e 
P r o t e c t i o n o f C i v i l i a n P e r s o n s i n Time of War, o f 12 August 1949; r e q u e s t e d t h e 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o c o n s i d e r w i t h urgency the s i t u a t i o n i n t h e o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n 
t e r r i t o r y w i t h a v i e w t o c o n s i d e r i n g measures needed t o p r o v i d e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p r o t e c t i o n f o r t h e P a l e s t i n i a n c i v i l i a n s i n the P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y o c c u p i e d by 
I s r a e l s i n c e 1967, i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m ; s t r e s s e d the u r g e n t need t o e x p e d i t e the 
c o n v e n i n g o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t , under t h e 
a u s p i c e s o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s and i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the p r o v i s i o n s o f Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 43/176 o f 15 December 1988; and r e q u e s t e d the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o 
s u b m i t p e r i o d i c r e p o r t s on developments i n the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . 

3. A c t i o n t a k e n by the Committee t o promote the c o n v e n i n g of the 
p r o p o s e d I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176 of 
15 December 1988 

57. By i t s r e s o l u t i o n 43/176, the G e n e r a l Assembly a f f i r m e d t h e u r g e n t need to 
a c h i e v e a j u s t and comprehensive s e t t l e m e n t of the A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t , t h e c o r e 
of w h i c h i s t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , c a l l e d f o r t h e c o n v e n i n g of t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e E a s t , under t h e a u s p i c e s of t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s , w i t h t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f a l l p a r t i e s t o the c o n f l i c t , i n c l u d i n g t h e 
P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n , on an e q u a l f o o t i n g , and the f i v e permanent 
members o f the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , based on S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s 242 (1967) 
o f 22 November 1967 and 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973 and the l e g i t i m a t e n a t i o n a l 
r i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , p r i m a r i l y the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , and 
a f f i r m e d the f o l l o w i n g p r i n c i p l e s f o r the achievement o f c o m p r e h e n s i v e peace: t h e 
w i t h d r a w a l o f I s r a e l from the P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y o c c u p i e d s i n c e 1967, i n c l u d i n g 
J e r u s a l e m , and from the o t h e r o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s ; g u a r a n t e e i n g arrangements 
f o r s e c u r i t y o f a l l S t a t e s i n the r e g i o n , i n c l u d i n g t h o s e named i n r e s o l u t i o n 
181 ( I I ) o f 29 November 1947, w i t h i n s e c u r e and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y r e c o g n i z e d 
b o u n d a r i e s ; r e s o l v i n g the p r o b l e m o f P a l e s t i n e r e f u g e e s i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 194 ( I I I ) o f 11 December 1948, and subsequent r e l e v a n t r e s o l u t i o n s ; 
d i s m a n t l i n g t h e I s r a e l i s e t t l e m e n t s i n the t e r r i t o r i e s o c c u p i e d s i n c e 1967; and 
g u a r a n t e e i n g freedom o f a c c e s s t o H o l y P l a c e s , r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s and s i t e s . The 
Assembly a l s o n o t e d t h e e x p r e s s e d d e s i r e and endeavours t o p l a c e t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 
t e r r i t o r y o c c u p i e d s i n c e 1967, i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m , under t h e s u p e r v i s i o n of t h e 
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U i i i L o d N a t i o n s f o r n l i m i t e d p e r i o d , as p a r t o f t h e peace p r o c e s s ; r e q u e s t e d the 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o c o n s i d e r measures needed t o convene the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace 
C o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e E a s t , i n c l u d i n g t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a p r e p a r a t o r y 
c o mmittee, and t o c o n s i d e r g u a r a n t e e s f o r s e c u r i t y measures a g r e e d upon by the 
C o n f e r e n c e f o r a l l S t a t e s i n the r e g i o n ; and r e q u e s t e d the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o 
c o n t i n u e h i s e f f o r t s w i t h the p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d , and i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h t h e 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , t o f a c i l i t a t e the c o n v e n i n g o f t h e C o n f e r e n c e , and t o submi t 
p r o g r e s s r e p o r t s on developments i n t h i s m a t t e r . 

50. I n the l i g h t o f t h a t r e s o l u t i o n , the Committee once a g a i n , i n a d o p t i n g i t s 
programme of work, d e c i d e d t h a t , i n i t s a c t i v i t i e s d u r i n g 1989, i t w o u l d c o n t i n u e , 
as a m a t t e r o f the utmost p r i o r i t y , t o e x e r t a l l e f f o r t s t o promote the e a r l y 
c o n v e n i n g o f the p r o p o s e d I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t . I t 
a l s o d e c i d e d t o c o n t i n u e t o g i v e the h i g l i e s t p r i o r i t y t o the need f o r e n s u r i n g the 
s a f e t y and p r o t e c t i o n of P a l e s t i n i a n s under I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n , i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
the p r o v i s i o n s o f the Geneva C o n v e n t i o n r e l a t i v e t o the P r o t e c t i o n o f C i v i l i a n 
P e r s o n s i n Time of War, of 12 August 1949. 

59. The Committee was g r e a t l y s t r e n g t h e n e d i n i t s r e s o l v e by t h e o v e r w h e l m i n g 
consensus i n f a v o u r o f a comprehensive n e g o t i a t e d s e t t l e m e n t t h r o u g h t h e c o n v e n i n g 
of t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e op the M i d d l e E a s t and by the i n t e n s i f i c a t i ' : n 
o f e f f o r t s among the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community as a whole aimed a t m e e t i n g t h e needs 
of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e under o c c u p a t i o n , as r e f l e c t e d i n p a r t i c u l a r by the 
recommendations ad o p t e d by the r e g i o n a l s e m i n a r s and by sy m p o s i a and m e e t i n g s o f 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s on the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e o r g a n i z e d under i t s 
a u s p i c e s ( s e e s e c t . IV.В b e l o w ) . 

60. The Committee n o t e d t h a t the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , i n h i s r e p o r t on the work o f 
the O r g a n i z a t i o n , 7/ s t a t e d t h a t hopes f o r e a r l y p r o g r e s s i n the peace p r o c e s s had 
s a d l y g i v e n way t o m i s t r u s t and doubt among the p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d . B i l a t e r a l 
e f f o r t s t o promote a d i a l o g u e between I s r a e l i s and P a l e s t i n i a n s had been 
u n s u c c e s s f u l . The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ' s c o n s t a n t a t t e m p t s t o pave the way t o an 
e f f e c t i v e n e g o t i a t i n g p r o c e s s , i n c l u d i n g c o n t a c t s w i t h the p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d and 
the permanent members o f the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , had a l s o p r o v e d i n c o n c l u s i v e . I n 
l i g h t o f t h e p e r s i s t e n c e o f w i d e s p r e a d v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s i n t h e o c c u p i e d 
P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s , t he S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l reminded a l l c o n c e r n e d o f t h e u r g e n t 
need f o r an e f f e c t i v e n e g o t i a t i n g p r o c e s s based on S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s 
242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and t a k i n g f u l l y i n t o a c c o u n t t h e l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s o f 
the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , i n c l u d i n g t h a t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

f i ] . The Committee was of the view t h a t the c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e i n t i f adah and the 
i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of r e p r e s s i v e measures by I s r a e l , t he o c c u p y i n g Power, had c r e a t e d 
a c r i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n t h a t made i t i m p e r a t i v e t o advance towards a c o m p r e h e n s i v e , 
j u s t and l a s t i n g s e t t l e m e n t of the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , the c o r e o f t h e 
A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t . A t t h e same t i m e , e v e n t s d u r i n g t h e y e a r 
had a l s o b r o u g h t about a new i n t e r n a t i o n a l momentum towards a n e g o t i a t e d s e t t l e m e n t 
under t h e a u s p i c e s o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s . The Committee a c c o r d i n g l y c o n t i n u e d t o 
s t r e s s t h e u r g e n t need f o r the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l and t h e p a r t i e s d i r e c t l y c o n c e r n e d 
t o s e i z e t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o t a k e p o s i t i v e a c t i o n towards t h e c o n v e n i n g o f t h e 
C o n f e r e n c e . 
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4. A t t e n d a n c e a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e s and ni(^e_ting_s 

62. I n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e Committee's mandate, i t was r e p r e s e n t e d a t t h e 
f o l l o w i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e s and m e e t i n g s d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d s i n c e i t s 
p r e v i o u s r e p o r t t o t h e G e n e r a l Assembly: 

(a) S p e c i a l m e e t i n g s o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s C o u n c i l f o r N a m i b i a t o commemorate 
th e Week o f S o l i d a r i t y w i t h t h e p e o p l e o f N a m i b i a and t h e i r l i b e r a t i o n movement, 
the S o u t h West A f r i c a P e o p l e ' s O r g a n i z a t i o n (SWAPO), h e l d i n New Y o r k on 
27 O c t o b e r 1988; 

(b) E i g h t e e n t h I s l a m i c C o n f e r e n c e o f F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r s , h e l d a t R i y a d h from 
13 t o 16 March 1989; 

( c ) M i n i s t e r i a l M e e t i n g o f the C o - o r d i n a t i n g B ureau o f t h e Movement o f 
N o n - A l i g n e d C o u n t r i e s , h e l d a t H a r a r e from 17 t o 19 May 1989; 

(d) F i f t i e t h o r d i n a r y s e s s i o n o f t h e C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s , h e l d a t A d d i s 
Ababa from 17 t o 22 J u l y 1989, and t w e n t y - f i f t h o r d i n a r y s e s s i o n o f t h e Assembly o f 
Heads o f S t a t e and Government o f t h e O r g a n i z a t i o n o f A f r i c a n U n i t y , h e l d a t A d d i s 
Ababa from 24 t o 26 J u l y 1989; 

(e) I n t e r n a t i o n a l n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n c o n f e r e n c e on "Non-alignment 
i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s " , s p o n s o r e d by t h e I n d i a n I n s t i t u t e f o r N o n - A l i g n e d 
S t u d i e s , New D e l h i , and h e l d from 28 t o 30 J u l y 1989; 

( f ) Solemn m e e t i n g o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s C o u n c i l f o r N a m i b i a i n commemoration 
o f N a m i b i a Day, New Y o r k , 25 August 1989; 

(g) I n t e r n a t i o n a l symposium on the r o l e o f f o r e i g n a s s i s t a n c e i n m e e t i n g t h e 
economic and s o c i a l development r e q u i r e m e n t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e : from 
o c c u p a t i o n t o i n d e p e n d e n c e , s p o n s o r e d by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l and t h e European 
C o - o r d i n a t i n g Committees f o r non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s on t h e q u e s t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n e and t h e S o c i e t y f o r A u s t r o - A r a b R e l a t i o n s , and h e l d a t V i e n n a on 
27 August 1989; 

(h) N i n t h C o n f e r e n c e o f Heads o f S t a t e o r Government o f t h e Movement o f 
N o n - A l i g n e d C o u n t r i e s , h e l d a t B e l g r a d e from 4 t o 7 September 1989. 

5. A c t i o n t a k e n by U n i t e d N a t i o n s b o d i e s , t h e Movement o f 
N o n - A l i g n e d C o u n t r i e s and i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

63. The Committee c o n t i n u e d t o f o l l o w w i t h g r e a t i n t e r e s t t h e a c t i v i t i e s r e l a t i n g 
t o the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e o f t h e Movement of N o n - A l i g n e d C o u n t r i e s , U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s b o d i e s and i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The Committee e s p e c i a l l y n o t e d 
the g r o w i n g c o n c e r n a t a l l l e v e l s o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community about t h e 
d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f t h e s i t u a t i o n i n the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s and i n t h e 
r e g i o n as a whole, owing t o the p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s o f I s r a e l , and t h e 
i n c r e a s i n g sense o f u r g e n c y w i t h w h i c h the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community a d d r e s s e d t h e 
need t o e n s u r e the s a f e t y and p r o t e c t i o n of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e under 
o c c u p a t i o n , and t o advance towards a c o m p r e h e n s i v e , j u s t and l a s t i n g s e t t l e m e n t o f 
t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e . The Committee welcomed t h e g r o w i n g s e n t i m e n t and 
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mnmeiitum i n f a v o u r of the c o n v e n i n g of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the 
M i d d l e E a s t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176. The Committee 
noted i n p a r t i c u l a r the following documents: 

(a) Resolutions adopted by the Inter-Parliamentary Union at the Conference 
held at S o f i a from 19 to 24 September 1988 (A/43/759, annex); 

(b) Communiqué on the s i t u a t i o n i n the P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s occupied by 
I s r a e l , issued on 26 October 1988 in New York by the Co-ordinating Bureau of the 
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries (A/43/781-S/20258, annex); 

(c) Declaration made on 21 November 1988 by the Twelve States members of the 
European Community on the decisions of the P a l e s t i n i a n National Council 
(A/43/853-S/20287, annex); 

(d) Communiqué of the Non-Aligned Committee of Nine on Palest i n e , issued at 
Geneva on 14 December 1988 (A/43/950, annex); 

(e) Statement on the s i t u a t i o n i n the Middle East made at Athens on 
16 December 1988 by the Twelve States members of the European Community 
(A/43/987-S/20343, annex); 

(f) F i n a l communiqué of the ninth session of the Supreme Council of the 
Co-operation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf, held at Manama from 19 to 
22 December 1988 (A/44/84-S/20407, annex I ) ; 

(g) F i n a l communiqué issued by the Special Arab M i n i s t e r i a l Committee to 
Support the Intifadah, meeting at Tunis on 12 January 1989 (A/44/83-S/20406, annex); 

(h) Resolutions adopted by the Commission on Human Rights at i t s f o r t y - f i f t h 
session, held at Geneva from 30 January to 10 March 1989 (resolutions 1989/2 A 
and В and 1989/19); fi/ 

( i ) Resolution 43/XII/89 adopted by the Union of A f r i c a n Parliaments at i t s 
Twelfth General Assembly, held at Yaounde on 2 and 3 March 1989; 

(j) Communiqué on the question of Palestine, issued i n New York on 
15 March 1989 by the Co-ordinating Bureau of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries 
(A/43/1000-S/20533, annex); 

(k) F i n a l communiqué of the Eighteenth Islamic Conference of Foreign 
Ministers (Session of Islamic F r a t e r n i t y and S o l i d a r i t y ) , held at Riyadh, from 
13 to 16 March 1989 (A/44/235-S/20600, annex); 

(1) Resolution adopted by the Inter-Parliamentary Union at the Conference 
held at Budapest from 10 to 18 March 1989 (A/44/240 and C o r r . l , annex); 

(m) F i n a l documents of the M i n i s t e r i a l Meeting of the Co-ordinating Bureau o f 
the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Harare from 17 to 19 May 1989 
(A/44/409-S/20743 and C o r r . l and 2, annex); 

(n) Resolutions adopted by the Economic and S o c i a l Council at i t s f i r s t and 
second regular sessions (resolutions 1989/34 of 24 May 1989, 1989/86 and 1989/96 of 
26 July 1989); 
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(о) s t a t e m e n t i s s u e d on 31 May 1989 i n M a d r i d by the Twelve S t a t e s members of 
t h e European Community on t h e c l o s i n g o f t h e s c h o o l s o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s R e l i e f 
and Works Agency f o r P a l e s t i n e Refugees i n t h e Near E a s t i n t h e West Bank 
(A/44/299-S/20667, a n n e x ) ; 

(p) D e c l a r a t i o n on t h e M i d d l e E a s t a d o p t e d by t h e Heads o f S t a t e o r 
Government of t h e Twelve S t a t e s members o f t h e European Community a t t h e European 
C o u n c i l h e l d i n M a d r i d on 26 and 27 June 1989 (A/44/354-S/20703, a n n e x ) ; 

(q) J o i n t communiqué o f the Twenty-second M i n i s t e r i a l M e e t i n g o f t h e 
A s s o c i a t i o n o f S o u t h - E a s t A s i a n N a t i o n s , h e l d a t Bandar S e r i Begawan, on 3 and 
4 J u l y 1989 (A/44/415-S/20749, a n n e x ) ; 

( r ) Communiqué of the M e e t i n g of t h e P o l i t i c a l C o n s u l t a t i v e Committee o f the 
S t a t e s P a r t i e s t o t h e Warsaw T r e a t y , h e l d a t B u c h a r e s t on 7 and 8 J u l y 1989 
(A/44/386, annex I ) ; 

( s ) R e s o l u t i o n a d o p t e d by t h e C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s o f t h e O r g a n i z a t i o n o f 
A f r i c a n U n i t y a t i t s f i f t i e t h o r d i n a r y s e s s i o n , h e l d a t A d d i s Ababa from 17 t o 
22 J u l y 1989 (A/44/бОЗ, annex I , r e s o l u t i o n CM/Res.l212 ( L ) ) ; 

( t ) D e c l a r a t i o n o f t h e N i n t h C o n f e r e n c e o f Heads o f S t a t e o r Government o f 
t h e Movement o f N o n - A l i g n e d C o u n t r i e s , h e l d a t B e l g r a d e , from 4 t o 7 September 1989 
(A/44/551-S/20870, a n n e x ) . 

B. A c t i o n t a k g n by t h g Committgg i n accordançg w i t h Ceneral 
Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s 43/175 A and В o f 15 December 1988 

1. C o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

64. D u r i n g t h e p e r i o d under r e v i e w t h e Committee, i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h i t s mandate 
under r e s o l u t i o n 43/175 A, c o n t i n u e d t o e x t e n d i t s c o - o p e r a t i o n t o n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o h e i g h t e n i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l awareness o f t h e 
f a c t s r e l a t i n g t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e and i n c r e a t i n g a more f a v o u r a b l e 
atmosphere f o r t h e f u l l i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e Committee's recommendations, and 
c o n t i n u e d t o t a k e t h e n e c e s s a r y s t e p s t o expand i t s c o n t a c t s w i t h t h o s e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

65. I n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h i t s mandate under G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/175 B, t h e 
D i v i s i o n f o r P a l e s t i n i a n R i g h t s , i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h the Committee and under i t s 
g u i d a n c e , o r g a n i z e d the f o l l o w i n g a c t i v i t i e s f o r n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
d u r i n g 1988 i n i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of t h o s e o b j e c t i v e s : r e g i o n a l s y m p o s i a f o r 
n on-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n A f r i c a (combined w i t h t h e r e g i o n a l s e m i n a r ) . 
N o r t h A m e r i c a and Europe; an i n t e r n a t i o n a l m e e t i n g o f n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ; and two p r e p a r a t o r y m e e t i n g s , f o r t h e N o r t h A m e r i c a n symposium and 
t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l m e e t i n g , r e s p e c t i v e l y . The n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
symposium f o r t h e A s i a n r e g i o n w i l l be h e l d a t M a l a y s i a from 18 t o 
22 December 1989. The n o n-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s symposium f o r t h e L a t i n 
A m e rican and C a r i b b e a n r e g i o n , o r i g i n a l l y s c h e d u l e d t o be h e l d a t Buenos A i r e s from 
31 J u l y t o 4 August 1989, has been p o s t p o n e d , i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h t h e Government 
o f A r g e n t i n a . 
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66. I n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h i t s d e c i s i o n t o c o n t i n u e t o g i v e utmost p r i o r i t y t o e f f o r t s 
t o promote th e e a r l y c o n v e n i n g o f t h e p r o p o s e d I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on 
the M i d d l e E a s t , i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176, th e 
Committee d e c i d e d t h a t n o n-governmental s y m p o s i a and m e e t i n g s s h o u l d c o n t i n u e t o 
e mphasize t h e i m p o r t a n c e of c o n v e n i n g the C o n f e r e n c e and s t r u c t u r e d the programmes 
f o r t h o s e a c t i v i t i e s a c c o r d i n g l y . I n the l i g h t o f t h e e x t r e m e l y g r a v e s i t u a t i o n i n 
the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y and the new s i t u a t i o n c r e a t e d by the i n t i f a d a h 
and the p r o c l a m a t i o n of the i n d e p e n d e n t S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e , and s u b s e q u e n t 
d e v e l o p m e n t s , t h e Committee d e c i d e d t o i n c l u d e c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h o s e t o p i c s i n the 
programmes o f t h e m e e t i n g s f o r n o n-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

67. The Committee was g r e a t l y e n c o u r a g e d by t h e i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n o f a c t i v i t i e s and 
programmes of the n on-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g the s e n d i n g o f 
f a r t - f i n d i n g m i s s i o n s to the a r e a , i n t e n s i f i e d e f f o r t s t o promote g r e a t e r 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the i s s u e and s u p p o r t f o r the c o n v e n i n g o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace 
C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t , as w e l l as r e l i e f e f f o r t s t o a s s i s t P a l e s t i n i a n s i n 
the u p r i s i n g . The Committee n o t e d w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n t h e c o n t i n u i n g and g r o w i n g 
i n v o l v e m e n t o f I s r a e l i o r g a n i z a t i o n s and J e w i s h o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n N o r t h A m e r i c a and 
W e s t e r n Europe i n t h e s e e f f o r t s . 

(a) A f r i c a n R e g i o n a l NGO Symposium 

68. The A f r i c a n R e g i o n a l NGO Symposium was h e l d a t C a i r o from 18 t o 
21 December 1988 t o g e t h e r w i t h the A f r i c a n R e g i o n a l Seminar (see below, 
p a r a s . 8 6 - 8 8 ) . The n on-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n (NGO) Symposium c o n s i d e r e d the 
t o p i c s o f t h r e e p a n e l s j o i n t l y w i t h t h e s e m i n a r . Two workshops s p e c i f i c a l l y 
r e l a t e d t o n on-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s were e s t a b l i s h e d f o r 
n o n - governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n p a r t i c i p a n t s t o c o n s i d e r n o n -governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n m o b i l i z a t i o n and a c t i o n i n A f r i c a on the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e . 

69. The Committee n o t e d t h a t the Symposium ado p t e d a d e c l a r a t i o n e x p r e s s i n g f u l l 
s u p p o r t f o r the P a l e s t i n i a n peace i n i t i a t i v e and the p r o c l a m a t i o n o f the S t a t e o f 
P a l e s t i n e and c a l l i n g upon a l l Governments t o r e c o g n i z e t h a t S t a t e and on a l l 
g o v e r n m e n t a l and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o e x t e n d c o n c r e t e a s s i s t a n c e 
towards i t s e s t a b l i s h m e n t . The d e c l a r a t i o n a l s o c a l l e d f o r t h e prompt c o n v e n i n g o f 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t under U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
a u s p i c e s , i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176, and e x p r e s s e d t h e 
commitment of n on-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o a r o u s e i n t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i c o p i n i o n 
i n f a v o u r o f t h a t o b j e c t i v e . The d e c l a r a t i o n f u r t h e r c a l l e d f o r t h e p l a c i n g o f t h e 
o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y under U n i t e d N a t i o n s s u p e r v i s i o n f o r a l i m i t e d 
p e r i o d as an e s s e n t i a l p a r t of the peace p r o c e s s and f o r t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s f o r the a t t a i n m e n t o f the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . ( F o r the f u l l t e x t of t h e d e c l a r a t i o n , see annex I I I t o t h e 
p r e s e n t r e p o r t . ) 

(b) N o r t h A m e r i c a n R e g i o n a l NGO Symposium and P r e p a r a t o r y M e e t i n g 

70. The P r e p a r a t o r y M e e t i n g f o r the N o r t h A m e r i c a n R e g i o n a l NGO Symposium was h e l d 
a t U n i t e d N a t i o n s H e a d q u a r t e r s on 13 and 14 F e b r u a r y 1989 and was a t t e n d e d by t h e 
members o f t h e N o r t h A m e r i c a n C o - o r d i n a t i n g Committee f o r Non-Governmental 
O r g a n i z a t i o n s on t h e Q u e s t i o n of P a l e s t i n e and by a d e l e g a t i o n o f t h e Committee. 
The m e e t i n g e l a b o r a t e d t h e v a r i o u s a s p e c t s o f the programme f o r the Symposium t o be 
h e l d i n 1989 and t h e m o d a l i t i e s f o r e x p a n d i n g t h e network o f n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s a c t i v e on the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e i n N o r t h A m e r i c a . 
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71. The N o r t h A m e r i c a n R e g i o n a l NGO S-^Tnposiiim was h e l d a t U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
H e a d q u a r t e r s from 21 t o 23 June 1989, i m m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w i n g t h e N o r t h A m e r i c a n 
R e g i o n a l Seminar, w i t h w h i c h i t was combined i n t h e i n t e r e s t o f economy and i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e p r a c t i c e f o l l o w e d i n p r e v i o u s y e a r s (see p a r a s . 89 and 90 
b e l o w ) . The Symposium was a t t e n d e d by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 73 n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s as p a r t i c i p a n t s , and 33 n on-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s as o b s e r v e r s 
from t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s and Canada, by a d e l e g a t i o n o f t h e Committee, and by a 
number o f o b s e r v e r s from Governments, i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s b o d i e s and n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movements. 

72. Two main p a n e l s were e s t a b l i s h e d : I . The i n t i f a d a h : c r e a t i n g a new c o n t e x t 
f o r p e a c e ; and I I . C o n v e n i n g the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176: I m p l i c a t i o n s f o r I s r a e l and the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s o f the P r o c l a m a t i o n o f the S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e , the P a l e s t i n i a n peace 
i n i t i a t i v e and the i n t i f a d a h . The programme f o r the Symposium a l s o i n c l u d e d e i g h t 
a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d workshops. 

73. The Committee n o t e d t h a t the Symposium adopted a d e c l a r a t i o n w e l c o m i n g t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n peace i n i t i a t i v e as a c o n c r e t e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a 
j u s t and l a s t i n g peace i n the r e g i o n and c a l l i n g upon the Governments o f the U n i t e d 
S t a t e s and I s r a e l t o a c c e p t t h a t i n i t i a t i v e by s u p p o r t i n g t h e immediate c o n v e n i n g 
o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h G e n e r a l 
Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176. The d e c l a r a t i o n f u r t h e r c a l l e d f o r immediate measures 
by t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s system and o t h e r s i n o r d e r t o e n s u r e the p r o t e c t i o n of 
P a l e s t i n i a n s i n t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y . The Committee a l s o n o t e d t h a t , t h r o u g h 
t h e i r d i s c u s s i o n s i n t h e d i f f e r e n t a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d workshops, t h e n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s had f u r t h e r d e v e l o p e d p r a c t i c a l o r g a n i z i n g s t r a t e g i e s and s u p p o r t 
p r o j e c t s f o r c o n c e r t e d a c t i o n by N o r t h A m e r i c a n n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 
( F o r t h e t e x t o f t h e d e c l a r a t i o n , see annex V t o the p r e s e n t r e p o r t . ) 

(c) European R e g i o n a l NGO Symposium 

74. The European R e g i o n a l NGO Symposium was h e l d a t V i e n n a on 28 and 
29 August 1989, i m m e d i a t e l y p r e c e d i n g the i n t e r n a t i o n a l n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s m e e t i n g , w i t h w h i c h i t was combined i n the i n t e r e s t of economy and 
e f f i c i e n c y (see p a r a s . 80 and 82 b e l o w ) . I n t h a t c o n n e c t i o n , the Committee 
e x p r e s s e d i t s a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r t h e d e c i s i o n o f t h e Government of A u s t r i a to provide 
the f a c i l i t i e s o f t h e A u s t r i a n C e n t r e f r e e o f c h a r g e f o r both meetings. 

75. The programme f o r t h e Symposium was e l a b o r a t e d by t h e members of the European 
C o - o r d i n a t i n g Committee f o r NGOs on the Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e i n c o n s u l t a t i o n with 
the Committee d e l e g a t i o n a t t e n d i n g t h e P r e p a r a t o r y M e e t i n g f o r the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
n o n-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n m e e t i n g h e l d a t V i e n n a on 20 and 21 March 1989. 

76. The Symposium was a t t e n d e d by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 82 n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s as p a r t i c i p a n t s and 132 non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s as observers, 
as w e l l as by a d e l e g a t i o n o f t h e Committee and g o v e r n m e n t a l and i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o b s e r v e r s . U n i t e d N a t i o n s b o d i e s and n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movements. 

77. The Symposium c o n s i d e r e d the t o p i c s o f two p a n e l s : I . "The dynamics of the 
i n t i f a d a h and consequences f o r NGO a c t i v i t i e s " and I I . "The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace 
C o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e E a s t and t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f P a l e s t i n i a n 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n : t h e r o l e of Europe". The programme f o r the Symposium also 
i n c l u d e d f i v e a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d vrorkshops. 
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78. The Committee n o t e d t h a t t h e Symposium ado p t e d a d e c l a r a t i o n t h a t welcomed t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n peace i n i t i a t i v e and the o p e n i n g o f a d i a l o g u e between t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s and t h e PLO, and s t r e s s e d t he i m p o r t a n c e o f c o n v e n i n g t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 
43/176. The d e c l a r a t i o n c a l l e d f o r a g r e a t e r c o n t r i b u t i o n by European Governments 
to the peace p r o c e s s , i n c l u d i n g r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e . I t r e j e c t e d 
the p l a n f o r e l e c t i o n s i n the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y p r o p o s e d by the 
Government of I s r a e l as a c o v e r f o r the c o n t i n u a t i o n o f o c c u p a t i o n and r e p r e s s i o n , 
and e x p r e s s e d c o n c e r n over human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s by the o c c u p y i n g Power. I t 
c a l l e d upon European Governments t o t a k e e f f e c t i v e measures t o e n s u r e r e s p e c t by 
I s r a e l o f t h e f o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n , and c a l l e d upon t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o 
t a k e u r g e n t measures, i n c l u d i n g deployment of a U n i t e d N a t i o n s p e a c e - k e e p i n g f o r c e , 
t o e n s u r e the p r o t e c t i o n and s e c u r i t y o f P a l e s t i n i a n s under o c c u p a t i o n . The 
d e c l a r a t i o n a l s o c a l l e d upon U n i t e d N a t i o n s a g e n c i e s t o i n t e n s i f y t h e i r e f f o r t s t o 
ad d r e s s the e d u c a t i o n a l , m e d i c a l and g e n e r a l s o c i o - e c o n o m i c needs o f the 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . ( F o r the t e x t o f the d e c l a r a t i o n , see annex VI t o t h e p r e s e n t 
r e p o r t . ) 

(d) I n t e r n a t i o n a l M e e t i n g of Non-Governmental O r g a n i z a t i o n s and P r e p a r a t o r y M e e t i n g 

79. The P r e p a r a t o r y M e e t i n g f o r the I n t e r n a t i o n a l M e e t i n g o f Non-Governmental 
O r g a n i z a t i o n s was h e l d at V i e n n a on 20 and 21 March 1988 and was a t t e n d e d by 
members o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l and European c o - o r d i n a t i n g c ommittees f o r 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s on the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , as w e l l as a number of 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n o b s e r v e r s from o t h e r r e g i o n s . The P r e p a r a t o r y 
M e e t i n g e l a b o r a t e d t he d e t a i l s o f the programmes f o r the I n t e r n a t i o n a l M e e t i n g o f 
Non-Governmental O r g a n i z a t i o n s and the European NGO Symposium, t o be h e l d i n 1989, 
and d i s c u s s e d f u t u r e c o - o p e r a t i o n and a c t i o n by non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s a t 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l and European l e v e l s . 

80. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l M e e t i n g o f Non-Governmental O r g a n i z a t i o n s was h e l d a t V i e n n a 
from 30 August t o 1 September 1989 and was a t t e n d e d by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from 213 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s as p a r t i c i p a n t s and 138 non - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s as o b s e r v e r s from a l l r e g i o n s , i n c l u d i n g s e v e r a l from I s r a e l and t h e 
o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s . The Committee was p l e a s e d t h a t a number o f 
p r o m i n e n t p o l i t i c a l p e r s o n a l i t i e s had a c c e p t e d i t s i n v i t a t i o n t o a t t e n d and a d d r e s s 
th e m e e t i n g . 

81. The m e e t i n g had as a main theme " I n t i f a d a h : t h e c o n t i n u i n g s t r u g g l e o f t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e f o r independence". The f o l l o w i n g p a n e l was e s t a b l i s h e d : "Two 
p e o p l e s , two S t a t e s : f u t u r e r e l a t i o n s " . S i x a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d workshops and a 
number o f s p e c i a l - i n t e r e s t groups a l s o met w i t h i n the framework o f t h e m e e t i n g . 

П2. The Committee n o t e d t h a t t he m e e t i n g a d o p t e d a d e c l a r a t i o n t h a t e x p r e s s e d f u l l 
s u p p o r t f o r the P a l e s t i n i a n p r o c l a m a t i o n o f independence and t h a t c a l l e d on a l l 
(Governments t o r e c o g n i z e the i n d e p e n d e n t S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e and t h e PLO as t h e s o l e 
l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e p e o p l e and S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e . The d e c l a r a t i o n 
f u r t h e r c a l l e d f o r t h e e a r l y c o n v e n i n g o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the 
M i d d l e E a s t , i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176, and r e j e c t e d 
the e l e c t i o n p l a n p u t f o r w a r d by the Government o f I s r a e l , as d e s i g n e d t o p r e v e n t 
independence and t o l e a d t o the a n n e x a t i o n o f the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y . The 
d e c l a r a t i o n a l s o e x p r e s s e d c o n c e r n a t the i n c r e a s i n g human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n the 
o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y and c a l l e d f o r e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l and economic 
p r e s s u r e on I s r a e l , as w e l l as f o r the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a U n i t e d N a t i o n s p r e s e n c e . 
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i n ordei- t o e n s u r e cc^nrp 1 i a n c e w i t l i the f o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n . I t a l s o c a l l e d 
f o r c o m p r e h e n s i v e i n v o l v e m e n t by t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s system i n t h e h e a l t h and 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c f i e l d s , i n c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e PLO and P a l e s t i n i a n 
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s , i n o r d e r t o meet the g r o w i n g emergency and 
d evelopment needs o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . ( F o r t h e t e x t o f t h e d e c l a r a t i o n , see 
annex V I I t o t h e p r e s e n t r e p o r t . ) 

2. Seminars 

83. D u r i n g the p e r i o d under r e v i e w , the D i v i s i o n f o r P a l e s t i n i a n R i g h t s c o n t i n u e d 
t o o r g a n i z e s e m i n a r s i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h the Committee and under i t s g u i d a n c e , i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h i t s mandate under G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 34/65 D and 
s ubsequent r e s o l u t i o n s . The r e g i o n s c o v e r e d d u r i n g the r e p o r t i n g p e r i o d were 
A f r i c a and N o r t h A m e r i c a . The Committee e x p r e s s e d a p p r e c i a t i o n t o t h e Governments 
o f M a l a y s i a and A r g e n t i n a f o r a g r e e i n g to p r o v i d e the venue f o r the A s i a n Seminar 
and NGO Symposium and t h e L a t i n A m erican and C a r i b b e a n Seminar and NGO Symposium, 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . Those m e e t i n g s c o u l d not be h e l d w i t h i n the r e p o r t i n g p e r i o d f o r 
r e a s o n s beyond th e Committee's c o n t r o l . The A s i a n R e g i o n a l Seminar and NGO 
Symposium i s s c h e d u l e d t o t a k e p l a c e a t K u a l a Lumpur from 18 t o 22 December 1989. 
The L a t i n A m e r i c a n and C a r i b b e a n R e g i o n a l Seminar and NGO Symposium, o r i g i n a l l y 
s c h e d u l e d t o t a k e p l a c e i n Buenos A i r e s from 31 J u l y t o 4 August 1989, was 
p o s t p o n e d , i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h t h e Government of A r g e n t i n a . 

84. The Committee d e c i d e d t h a t t h e r e g i o n a l s e m i n a r s w o u l d emphasize the u rgency 
o f c o n v e n i n g t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t ; the i n t i f a d a h 
i n t h e o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y and i t s i m p a ct on the a c h i e v e m e n t of a 
c o mprehensive s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e M i d d l e E a s t c o n f l i c t ; t h e r o l e o f t h e P a l e s t i n e 
L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n i n t h e s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , economic and p o l i t i c a l development 
o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e ; and t h e m o b i l i z a t i o n of p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n t h e r e g i o n 
c o n c e r n e d f o r t h e r e a l i z a t i o n of the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . 

85. The Committee was p l e a s e d by the p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the s e m i n a r s o f p r o m i n e n t 
p o l i t i c a l p e r s o n a l i t i e s , p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s and p o l i c y - m a k e r s , as w e l l as p e r s o n s 
from t h e academic community and o t h e r e x p e r t s , as t h i s showed th e g r o w i n g c o n c e r n 
o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community a t a l l l e v e l s o v e r t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e o c c u p i e d 
P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y , and t h e Committee's d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o promote p r o g r e s s 
towards a s o l u t i o n o f t h e P a l e s t i n e q u e s t i o n . 

(a) A f r i c a n R e g i o n a l Seminar, C a i r o , 18 t o 22 December 1988 

86. The Committee g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e d the o f f e r o f the Government o f Egypt t o 
p r o v i d e a venue f o r the A f r i c a n R e g i o n a l Seminar ( t h e T w e n t y - f i r s t U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
Seminar on t h e Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e ) , w h i c h was h e l d j o i n t l y w i t h t h e A f r i c a n NGO 
Symposium. 

87. The s e m inar e s t a b l i s h e d t h e t o p i c s o f t h r e e p a n e l s : P a n e l I . "The u p r i s i n g 
i n t h e o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s : t h e u r g e n c y o f c o n v e n i n g t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e E a s t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s " ; P a n e l I I . "The r o l e o f t h e P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n 
O r g a n i z a t i o n ; and P a n e l I I I . "The m o b i l i z a t i o n o f A f r i c a n p u b l i c o p i n i o n f o r t h e 
r e a l i z a t i o n o f t h e i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e " . 
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ня. The Committee n o t e d t h a t the seminar a d o p t e d c o n c l u s i o n s and recommendations 
i n w l i i c h p a r t i c i p a n t s e x p r e s s e d t h e i r c o n v i c t i o n t h a t r e c e n t developments r e g a r d i n g 
the A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t and i t s c o r e , t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , had c r e a t e d a 
new momentum f o r b r i n g i n g about a s o l u t i o n on t h e b a s i s of r e s o l u t i o n s of the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s and w i t h i n i t s framework. The seminar welcomed the P a l e s t i n i a n 
peace i n i t i a t i v e and the p r o c l a m a t i o n o f an i n d e p e n d e n t P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e as a 
p o s i t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n towards a p e a c e f u l s e t t l e m e n t of the c o n f l i c t i n the r e g i o -. 
The d e c i s i o n o f the Government of the U n i t e d S t a t e s of A m e r i c a t o i n i t i a t e a 
d i a l o g u e w i t h the P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n was a l s o welcomed as a p o s i t ; - ' r 
d evelopment. I s r a e l was c a l l e d upon t o r e s p o n d p o s i t i v e l y t o the s t a n d t a k e n by 
t l i e PLO and t o r e c o g n i z e the n a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n s i n the 
o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . The p a r t i c i p a n t s o f t h e Seminar f u r t h e r expresss^^^ 
f u l l s u p p o r t f o r the p r i n c i p l e s c o n t a i n e d i n G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176 
a b a s i s f o r the achievement of a c o mprehensive peace. They u r g e d t h a t e v e r y 
a s s i s t a n c e s h o u l d be p r o v i d e d by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o the P a l e s t i n i a n 
p e o p l e i n i t s endeavours to end the o c c u p a t i o n and t o s e t up the i n f r a s t r u c t u r e '^jr 
an i n d e p e n d e n t and s o v e r e i g n P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e . P e n d i n g the a t t a i n m e n t o f a 
s e t t l e m e n t , the Seminar a p p e a l e d t o the U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o t a k e u r g e n t measures t-
p r o t e c t the P a l e s t i n i a n s under o c c u p a t i o n . ( F o r the t e x t o f the c o n c l u s i o n s and 
recommendations, see annex I I t o the p r e s e n t r e p o r t . ) 

(b) N o r t h A m e r i c a n R e g i o n a l Seminar, New Y o r k , 19 and 20 June 1989 

89. The N o r t h A m e r i c a n R e g i o n a l Seminar ( t h e Twenty-second U n i t e d N a t i o n s Seminar 
on the Q u e s t i o n of P a l e s t i n e ) was h e l d a t U n i t e d N a t i o n s H e a d q u a r t e r s i n New York 
on 19 and 20 June 1989. The Seminar c o n s i d e r e d the s u b j e c t s o f two p a n e l s , as 
f o l l o w s : P a n e l I ( a ) : "The u r g e n c y o f c o n v e n i n g t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace 
C o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e E a s t " ; P a n e l I ( b ) : "The i n t i f a d a h i n the o c c u p i e d 
P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y and i t s impact on t h e achievement of a c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
s e t t l e m e n t o f the M i d d l e E a s t c o n f l i c t " ; and P a n e l I I : "The r o l e o f the P a l e s t i n e 
L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n i n the s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , economic and p o l i t i c a l development 
of t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e " . 

90. The Committee n o t e d t h a t , i n the c o n c l u s i o n s and recommendations o f the 
s e m i n a r , t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s welcomed the p r o c l a m a t i o n of a P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e and 
s u b sequent developments as i m p o r t a n t landmarks i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l endeavours 
towards a c h i e v i n g a j u s t s e t t l e m e n t of the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e . The s e minar 
u r g e d t h e Government o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a t o c o n t i n u e i t s c o n t a c t s w i t h 
the PLO and t o broaden the p o l i t i c a l scope o f t h e d i a l o g u e . I t c o n s i d e r e d t h a t t h e 
s o - c a l l e d peace i n i t i a t i v e p r o p o s e d by the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s was i n a d e q u a t e and 
c a l l e d on I s r a e l t o t e r m i n a t e i t s o c c u p a t i o n and t o a c c e p t the terms f o r a l a s t i n g 
s e t t l e m e n t . I t urged the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o e x p e d i t e the c o n v e n i n g of t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t and t o adopt i n t e r i m measures, 
i n c l u d i n g the development of a U n i t e d N a t i o n s p e a c e - k e e p i n g f o r c e , t o s a f e g u a r d the 
p h y s i c a l s e c u r i t y o f P a l e s t i n i a n s i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y . The v i o l a t i o n s o f 
luiman r i g h t s , r e p r e s s i v e economic measures and t h e c l o s u r e o f s c h o o l s i n the 
o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y were condemned, and t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s system was 
c a l l e d upon t o p r o v i d e u r g e n t h u m a n i t a r i a n a s s i s t a n c e and t o i n t e n s i f y i t s e f f o r t s 
t owards a g e n u i n e development o f t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y . ( F o r t h e t e x t of t h e 
c o n c l u s i o n s and recommendations, see annex IV t o the p r e s e n t r e p o r t . ) 
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3 . 0_t he r a с t i i t i_e_s 
91. The Committee to o k n o t e w i t h a p p r e c i a t i o n t h a t t h e D i v i s i o n f o r P a l e s t i n i a n 
R i g h t s , i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h i t s mandate, wou l d c o n t i n u e t o p r e p a r e t h e f o l l o w i n g 
p u b l i c a t i o n s , under t h e g u i d a n c e o f t h e Committee: 

(a) M o n t h l y b u l l e t i n s c o v e r i n g a c t i o n by t h e Committee, o t h e r U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
o r g a n s , and i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s c o n c e r n e d w i t h t he 
q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e ; 

(b) R e p o r t s o f r e g i o n a l s e m i n a r s , r e g i o n a l s y m p o s i a o f no n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s and i n t e r n a t i o n a l m e e t i n g s o f non - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , and 
s p e c i a l b u l l e t i n s on the o b s e r v a n c e o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Day o f S o l i d a r i t y w i t h t he 
P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e ; 

( c ) C o m p i l a t i o n s on an a n n u a l b a s i s o f the r e l e v a n t r e s o l u t i o n s a d o p t e d by 
the G e n e r a l Assembly and t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l ; 

(d) M o n i t o r i n g o f A r a b i c , E n g l i s h and Hebrew p r e s s and media on developments 
r e l a t i n g t o the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e and the i s s u e o f m o n t h l y r e p o r t s f o r the use 
o f t h e Committee. 

92. The Committee f u r t h e r n o t e d t h a t t he D i v i s i o n had p u b l i s h e d a s t u d y e n t i t l e d 
The Need f o r C o n v e n i n g t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e E a s t ( i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 38/58 C ) . The s t u d y e n t i t l e d Th^ 
O r i g i n s and E v o l u t i o n o f t h e P a l e s t i n e Problem ( P a r t I V ) , c o v e r i n g t h e p e r i o d 1984 
t o December 1988, has a l s o been c o m p l e t e d and w i l l be added t o the t h r e e p r e v i o u s l y 
p u b l i s h e d p a r t s . The c o n s o l i d a t e d volume of the s t u d y w i l l c o n s i s t o f f o u r p a r t s 
c o v e r i n g t h e p e r i o d 1917 t o 1988. The s t u d y on the p l i g h t o f P a l e s t i n i a n c h i l d r e n 
i n t h e o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y i s c u r r e n t l y b e i n g f i n a l i z e d . Two updated 
i s s u e s (March and Au g u s t ) o f t h e i n f o r m a t i o n note on the work o f t h e Committee and 
of t h e D i v i s i o n were a l s o p r e p a r e d and i s now a v a i l a b l e i n the s i x o f f i c i a l 
l a n g u a ges o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , as w e l l as i n German and J a p a n e s e . An i n f o r m a t i o n 
n o t e , e n t i t l e d "The U n i t e d N a t i o n s and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s on the 
q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e " , was a l s o c o m p l e t e d and w i l l be made a v a i l a b l e i n the s i x 
o f f i c i a l l a n g u a g e s o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s as w e l l as i n German and J a p a n e s e . 

93. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Day o f S o l i d a r i t y w i t h the P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e was o b s e r v e d 
on 29 November 1988 at U n i t e d N a t i o n s H e a d q u a r t e r s i n New Y o r k and at the U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s O f f i c e s a t Geneva and V i e n n a . The Committee n o t e d w i t h a p p r e c i a t i o n t h a t 
t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Day had a l s o been commemorated i n many o t h e r c i t i e s t h r o u g h o u t 
the w o r l d i n 1988. 
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V. ACTION TAKEN BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INFORMATION IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 43/17 5 С 

94. The Conunittee n o t e d w i t h a p p r e c i a t i o n t h a t , d u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r , t h e 
Department o f P u b l i c I n f o r m a t i o n o f the S e c r e t a r i a t c o n t i n u e d i t s i n f o r m a t i o n 
programme on t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e w i t h a vie w t o f u r t h e r i n g the w o r l d - w i d e 
d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f a c c u r a t e , o b j e c t i v e and comprehensive i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
q u e s t i o n . The Department's c o n t i n u i n g mandate on the a r e a d e r i v e d from G e n e r a l 
Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/175 С of 15 December 1988, by w h i c h t h e Assembly r e q u e s t e d 
i t t o c o n t i n u e i t s s p e c i a l i n f o r m a t i o n programme on the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e 
d u r i n g the b i e n n i u m 1988-1989. 

95. I n r e s p o n s e t o the r e q u e s t o f the G e n e r a l Assembly, the Department o f P u b l i c 
I n f o r m a t i o n has d i s s e m i n a t e d p r e s s r e l e a s e s , p u b l i c a t i o n s and a u d i o - v i s u a l m a t e r i a l 
and has a l s o o r g a n i z e d f a c t - f i n d i n g news m i s s i o n s and r e g i o n a l and n a t i o n a l 
e n c o u n t e r s f o r j o u r n a l i s t s . 

96. F u l l c o v e r a g e by p r e s s r e l e a s e s was p r o v i d e d a t t h e f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n o f the 
G e n e r a l Assembly, i n c l u d i n g i t s m e e t i n g s a t Geneva, the m e e t i n g s of the S e c u r i t y 
C o u n c i l , the Commission on Human R i g h t s and o t h e r i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l b o d i e s as th e y 
d e a l t w i t h t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , and of t h e S p e c i a l Committee t o I n v e s t i g a t e 
I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g the Human R i g h t s o f the P o p u l a t i o n o f the O c c u p i e d 
T e r r i t o r i e s and the Committee on the E x e r c i s e o f the I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e . 

97. The Department's c o v e r a g e of the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e d u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r 
f o c u s e d i n c r e a s i n g l y on news item s and i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g the s i t u a t i o n i n the 
o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s , and e f f o r t s t o convene an i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace c o n f e r e n c e on 
the M i d d l e E a s t under U n i t e d N a t i o n s a u s p i c e s . 

98. The Department d i s s e m i n a t e d i n f o r m a t i o n t h r o u g h a r t i c l e s , p r e s s r e l e a s e s , 
b r o c h u r e s and b o o k l e t s . The UN C h r o n i c l e r e p o r t e d e x t e n s i v e l y on t h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
g i v e n t o the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e and o t h e r r e l a t e d i t e m s by the G e n e r a l Assembly 
a t i t s f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n and by the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , p a r t i c u l a r l y s i n c e t h e 
b e g i n n i n g o f the u p r i s i n g i n t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s . I n t h e l a t e s t volume o f the 
Yearbook o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , due t o be i s s u e d s h o r t l y , a 22-page s e c t i o n i s 
d e v o t e d t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , w h i c h i s a l s o d e a l t w i t h i n s e c t i o n s 
c o n c e r n i n g r e f u g e e s , human r i g h t s and the s i t u a t i o n i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s . 
The commemoration o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Day of S o l i d a r i t y w i t h the P a l e s t i n i a n 
P e o p l e by the Committee on the E x e r c i s e o f the I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e at H e a d q u a r t e r s w i t h o t h e r U n i t e d N a t i o n s o f f i c e s was f u l l y 
c o v e r e d . The Department has a l s o d i s s e m i n a t e d i n f o r m a t i o n on the s e m i n a r s and 
sym p o s i a t h a t were h e l d i n d i f f e r e n t w o r l d c a p i t a l s by t h e Committee on t h e 
E x e r c i s e o f the I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e . An i n f o r m a t i o n 
o f f i c e r t r a v e l l e d w i t h the S p e c i a l Committee t o I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s 
A f f e c t i n g t h e Human R i g h t s o f the P o p u l a t i o n o f the O c c u p i e d T e r r i t o r i e s d u r i n g i t s 
f a c t - f i n d i n g news m i s s i o n t o T u n i s , Damascus, Amman and C a i r o i n May 1989 and 
r e p o r t e d on t e s t i m o n y t a k e n from i n h a b i t a n t s o f the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s . 

99. The Department c o n t i n u e d t o d i s t r i b u t e i t s b o o k l e t e n t i t l e d The U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
and the Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , an up d a t e d and r e v i s e d v e r s i o n o f w h i c h i s s c h e d u l e d 
by t h e end o f t h e y e a r . 
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100. Two new b o o k l e t s were i s s u e d d u r i n g 1989. The f i r s t b o o k l e t , e n t i t l e d FQtL_the 
R i g h t s o f P a l e s t i n i a n s : The Work of the Comi^ittee on the E x e r c i s e o f the 
I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e , d e a l s w i t h the work o f the Committee 
on t he E x e r c i s e o f t h e I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e . The se c o n d 
one, e n t i t l e d Human R i g h t s f o r t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s : The Work o f t h e S p e c i a l Committee 
t o I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g t he Human R i g h t s o f t h e P o p u l a t i o n o f 
the O c c u p i e d T e r r i t o r i e s , d e a l s w i t h t he work o f the S p e c i a l Committee. B o t h 
b o o k l e t s were p r o d u c e d i n A r a b i c , E n g l i s h , F r e n c h , German and S p a n i s h and 
d i s s e m i n a t e d on a w o r l d - w i d e b a s i s . 

101. A new p o s t e r on the p r o p o s e d I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e E a s t 
was p r o d u c e d and g i v e n t h e w i d e s t p o s s i b l e c i r c u l a t i o n . 

102. A l l a s p e c t s o f the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , i n c l u d i n g t he m e e t i n g s o f t h e 
G e n e r a l Assembly h e l d a t Geneva, P a l e s t i n i a n r e f u g e e s , P a l e s t i n i a n r i g h t s , t he 
i n t i f a d a h , t he s i t u a t i o n o f the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s , t he m e e t i n g s o f t h e Committee 
on t he E x e r c i s e o f the I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e and the 
p r o s p e c t s f o r an i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace c o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t , were c o v e r e d 
e x t e n s i v e l y i n news, c u r r e n t a f f a i r s m a g a z i n e s , and o t h e r r a d i o programmes of the 
Department o f P u b l i c I n f o r m a t i o n . 

103. I n a d d i t i o n t o i t e m s i n t h e news and i n news m a g a z i n e s , the Department 
p r o d u c e d a s p e c i a l s e r i e s o f f o u r r a d i o f e a t u r e s i n F r e n c h , namely, "The 
P a l e s t i n i a n U p r i s i n g " ( p a r t s 1 and 2) and "The I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e on Peace i n 
the M i d d l e E a s t " ( p a r t s 1 and 2 ) . The w e e k l y i n - d e p t h r a d i o programme, e n t i t l e d 
P e r s p e c t i v e i n c l u d e d f i v e f e a t u r e s d e v o t e d e x c l u s i v e l y t o the q u e s t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n e , namely, " H u m a n i t a r i a n a s s i s t a n c e t o P a l e s t i n i a n r e f u g e e s " , "The 
P a l e s t i n i a n u p r i s i n g and t h e p r o s p e c t s f o r an i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e " , "The 
G e n e r a l Assembly a t Geneva acknowledges a P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e " , "The q u e s t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n e and the c o n t i n u i n g s e a r c h f o r peace" and "The s i t u a t i o n i n the o c c u p i e d 
t e r r i t o r i e s " . The prograinme, a d a p t e d i n t o o f f i c i a l and n o n - o f f i c i a l l a n g u a g e s , 
i n c l u d i n g B a n g l a , C h i n e s e , F r e n c h , H i n d i , R u s s i a n , S w a h i l i and T u r k i s h , was 
d i s s e m i n a t e d w o r l d w i d e . The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Day of S o l i d a r i t y w i t h t he P a l e s t i n i a n 
P e o p l e was f e a t u r e d i n t h e w e e k l y r a d i o programmes i n A r a b i c , E n g l i s h and T u r k i s h . 
An i n t e r v i e w w i t h Mr. G i o r g i o G i a c o m e l l i , C o m m i s s i o n e r - G e n e r a l o f t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s R e l i e f and Works Agency f o r P a l e s t i n e Refugees i n the Near E a s t (UNRWA), on 
the Agency's work was a l s o f e a t u r e d i n the w e e k l y r a d i o m a gazines i n E n g l i s h , H i n d i 
and S w a h i l i . The A r a b i c and M i d d l e E a s t U n i t p r o d u c e d s e v e n f e a t u r e s d e v o t e d 
e x c l u s i v e l y t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , i n c l u d i n g the s i t u a t i o n i n t h e Arab 
o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s and h i g h l i g h t s o f the G e n e r a l Assembly s e s s i o n a t Geneva. 
Four e d i t i o n s of the w e e k l y r a d i o programme i n S p a n i s h d e a l t w i t h t he p r o c l a m a t i o n 
of a P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e , t he r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , P a l e s t i n i a n r e f u g e e s 
and the i n t i f a d a h . E x t e n s i v e r a d i o c o v e r a g e i n S p a n i s h was a l s o g i v e n t o the L a t i n 
A m e r i c a n R e g i o n a l J o u r n a l i s t s E n c o u n t e r on the Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , w h i c h was 
h e l d from 26 t o 28 J u l y 1989 a t K i n g s t o n , J a m a i c a . The N o r t h A m e r i c a n R e g i o n a l 
Seminar on t h e Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , h e l d i n New Y o r k , was c o v e r e d i n t h e w e e k l y 
news magazines i n E n g l i s h , F r e n c h and P o r t u g u e s e . 

104. A 15-minute e d u c a t i o n a l v i d e o f o r h i g h - s c h o o l s t u d e n t s , w i t h an accompanying 
s t u d y pamphlet f o r t e a c h e r s on the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , i s c u r r e n t l y i n 
p r o d u c t i o n i n t h r e e l a n g u a g e s f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n w o r l d w i d e . 

105. F u l l t e l e v i s i o n c o v e r a g e was p r o v i d e d o f m e e t i n g s o f t h e G e n e r a l Assembly and 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l on t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e . T e l e v i s i o n c o v e r a g e was a l s o 
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p r o v i d e d o f m e e t i n g s o f t h e Committee on the E x e r c i s e o f t h e I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f 
tl i e P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e and the se m i n a r s h e l d under i t s a u s p i c e s , as w e l l as o t h e r 
o f f i c i a l e v e n t s . The commemoration o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Day o f S o l i d a r i t y w i t h t he 
P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e , as w e l l as the o p e n i n g ceremony o f the photo e x h i b i t on t h e 
i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , were a l s o f u l l y c o v e r e d . A t o t a l o f 
138 v i d e o news packages on the v a r i o u s a s p e c t s o f the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e were 
d i s s e m i n a t e d w o r l d wide t h r o u g h i n t e r n a t i o n a l s y n d i c a t o r s . F u r t h e r m o r e , t h r e e 
e d i t i o n s o f the w e e k l y v i d e o programme, e n t i t l e d "UN i n A c t i o n " , w h i c h i s b r o a d c a s t 
w o r l d wide i n A r a b i c , C h i n e s e , E n g l i s h , F r e n c h , J a p a n e s e , R u s s i a n and S p a n i s h , as 
w e l l as by C a b l e News Network (CNN) i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s , were d e v o t e d t o v a r i o u s 
a s p e c t s o f the q u e s t i o n of P a l e s t i n e , namely, " P a l e s t i n i a n women"; "UNRWA r e b u i l d s 
camps i n Lebanon" and "The U n i t e d N a t i o n s expands h u m a n i t a r i a n a s s i s t a n c e t o the 
Gaza S t r i p " . Members of d e l e g a t i o n s were a l s o p r o v i d e d w i t h v i d e o c a s s e t t e dubs 
and e x c e r p t s on the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e and o t h e r r e l a t e d i t e m s . C a s s e t t e c o p i e s 
and l i n e f e e d s were made a v a i l a b l e t o major t e l e v i s i o n n e t w o r k s . 

106. As i n p r e v i o u s y e a r s , the Department once a g a i n o r g a n i z e d a c t i v i t i e s t o 
a c q u a i n t t he media w i t h the f a c t s and developments p e r t a i n i n g t o the q u e s t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n e . A team o f 13 h i g h - l e v e l j o u r n a l i s t s p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the news m i s s i o n to 
the M i d d l e E a s t o r g a n i z e d by the Department. Between 7 and 23 May 1989, t h e y 
v i s i t e d T u n i s , Damascus, Amman and C a i r o . There was no r e p l y t o a f o r m a l r e q u e s t 
t o t he Permanent M i s s i o n o f I s r a e l f o r the news m i s s i o n t o v i s i t I s r a e l and the 
West Bank. The news m i s s i o n p r o v i d e d the p a r t i c i p a n t s w i t h an o p p o r t u n i t y t o g a i n 
f i r s t - h a n d knowledge and i m p r e s s i o n s on v a r i o u s a s p e c t s of the P a l e s t i n e q u e s t i o n . 
D u r i n g t h e m i s s i o n , t he j o u r n a l i s t s met and i n t e r v i e w e d l e a d e r s and s e n i o r 
o f f i c i a l s o f Egy p t , J o r d a n , the S y r i a n Arab R e p u b l i c , T u n i s i a and the PLO. 
Numerous f i e l d v i s i t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t o P a l e s t i n i a n r e f u g e e camps, were a l s o 
o r g a n i z e d . P a r t i c u l a r l y because of the s i t u a t i o n i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s , the 
m i s s i o n r e c e i v e d e x t e n s i v e media c o v e r a g e i n a l l t he c o u n t r i e s v i s i t e d . Numerous 
a r t i c l e s were l a t e r p u b l i s h e d by the p a r t i c i p a n t s on the b a s i s o f t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e 
and i n t e r v i e w s c o n d u c t e d d u r i n g the m i s s i o n . 

107. The Department a l s o o r g a n i z e d two r e g i o n a l e n c o u n t e r s f o r j o u r n a l i s t s on the 
q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , b r i n g i n g h i g h - l e v e l j o u r n a l i s t s t o g e t h e r w i t h e x p e r t s i n t h e 
f i e l d f o r b r i e f , i n - d e p t h , i n f o r m a l and c a n d i d d i s c u s s i o n s o f t h e v a r i o u s a s p e c t s 
o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p r oblem. The f i r s t e n c o u n t e r was h e l d a t S i n g a p o r e , from 
30 J a n u a r y t o 1 F e b r u a r y 1989, and was a t t e n d e d by 20 j o u r n a l i s t s from many A s i a n 
c o u n t r i e s , r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e p r i n t , r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n media i n A s i a and t h e 
P a c i f i c . The second e n c o u n t e r was o r g a n i z e d a t K i n g s t o n , J a m a i c a , from 26 t o 
28 J u l y 1989. About 18 j o u r n a l i s t s from N o r t h and L a t i n A m e r i c a p a r t i c i p a t e d . 

108. The Department a l s o o r g a n i z e d t h r e e s e r i e s o f n a t i o n a l e n c o u n t e r s , i n w h i c h 
s m a l l , b a l a n c e d p a n e l s of e x p e r t s h e l d m e e t i n g s i n the form o f i n - d e p t h p r e s s 
c o n f e r e n c e s . I n Europe, one n a t i o n a l e n c o u n t e r w i t h n a t i o n a l j o u r n a l i s t s and 
f o r e i g n c o r r e s p o n d e n t s was h e l d i n London and two a t B e r l i n between 16 and 
19 J a n u a r y 1989. A s i a n n a t i o n a l e n c o u n t e r s were h e l d a t New D e l h i , Bangkok, 
Sydney, C a n b e r r a , W e l l i n g t o n and Tokyo, between 24 J a n u a r y and 13 F e b r u a r y 1989. 
N a t i o n a l e n c o u n t e r s f o r L a t i n A m e r i c a were h e l d between 19 and 24 J u l y 1989 a t 
Bogota, Q u i t o and S a n t i a g o . 

109. U n i t e d N a t i o n s i n f o r m a t i o n c e n t r e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d c o n t i n u e d t o c a r r y o u t 
i n f o r m a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t he q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e and made 
a v a i l a b l e t o t h e p u b l i c U n i t e d N a t i o n s i n f o r m a t i o n m a t e r i a l s on the s u b j e c t . The 
i n f o r m a t i o n c e n t r e s u n d e r t o o k v a r i o u s a c t i v i t i e s i n o b s e r v a n c e o f 29 November as 
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the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Day of S o l i d a r i t y w i t h the P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e . They made 
a v a i l a b l e p u b l i c a t i o n s prepared f o r , and uiider the guidance of, the Committee on 
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the P a l e s t i n i a n People and d i s t r i b u t e d 
information c i r c u l a r s i n the o f f i c i a l languages of the United Nations as well as 
l o c a l languages. E x h i b i t i o n s were held, films screened, and events organized i n 
various centres i n co-operation with the diplomatic corps, UNRWA and national 
parliaments. 
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V I . RECOt-MEHDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE 

110. The y e a r under r e v i e w b r o u g h t about e v e n t s o f momentous s i g n i f i c a n c e i n the 
l o n g h i s t o r y o f t h e s t r u g g l e o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e t o r e g a i n and e x e r c i s e i t s 
i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s . The c o n t i n u i n g u p r i s i n g o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e a g a i n s t over 
20 y e a r s o f I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n and o p p r e s s i o n , the p r o c l a m a t i o n o f the S t a t e o f 
P a l e s t i n e , and the P a l e s t i n i a n peace i n i t i a t i v e announced by 
P r e s i d e n t Y a s s e r A r a f a t a t the m e e t i n g s o f the f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n o f the G e n e r a l 
Assembly, h e l d a t Geneva i n December 1988, have c r e a t e d new c o n d i t i o n s and 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r c o n c e r t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l a c t i o n aimed a t a c h i e v i n g a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e , j u s t and l a s t i n g s e t t l e m e n t o f the pr o b l e m . The g r o w i n g 
d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f the s i t u a t i o n i n the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y , where 
hundreds o f P a l e s t i n i a n s have been k i l l e d and t e n s o f thousands wounded, maimed and 
d e t a i n e d s i n c e t he b e g i n n i n g of the i n t i f a d a h , i s a m a t t e r o f utmost c o n c e r n t h a t 
imposes a m o r a l d u t y on the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community as a 
whole t o b r i n g about e x p e d i t i o u s l y such a s e t t l e m e n t , as w e l l as t o e n s u r e the 
s a f e t y and p r o t e c t i o n of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e under o c c u p a t i o n . 

111. The Committee c o n s i d e r s t h a t i t i s incumbent upon the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o t a k e 
c o n c r e t e and e f f e c t i v e a c t i o n t o s e c u r e t h o s e g o a l s . The Committee b e l i e v e s t h a t 
the recommendations c o n t a i n e d i n i t s f i r s t r e p o r t , a/ w h i c h have been r e p e a t e d l y 
e n d o r s e d by the G e n e r a l Assembly by ov e r w h e l m i n g m a j o r i t i e s , p r o v i d e a c o n s t r u c t i v e 
programme f o r the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f the e x e r c i s e o f the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f the 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . The Committee has a c c o r d i n g l y annexed th o s e recommendations to 
the p r e s e n t r e p o r t (see annex I) and c a l l s f o r u r g e n t p o s i t i v e a c t i o n t h e r e o n by 
the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l . The Committee f u r t h e r r e a f f i r m s t he v a l i d i t y o f the 
D e c l a r a t i o n and Programme of A c t i o n a d o p t e d by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e on the 
Q u e s t i o n of P a l e s t i n e , h e l d a t Geneva i n 1983, Д/ w h i c h made a v a l u a b l e 
c o n t r i b u t i o n towards the achievement of P a l e s t i n i a n r i g h t s . The Committee 
r e a f f i r m s t h a t t h o s e recommendations a r e s o l i d l y founded on f u n d a m e n t a l and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y a c c e p t e d p r i n c i p l e s and t h a t t he r e c o g n i t i o n , a t t a i n m e n t and 
e x e r c i s e of the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e a re i n d i s p e n s a b l e 
c o n d i t i o n s i n the s o l u t i o n o f the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , t he c o r e o f the 
A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t i n the M i d d l e E a s t . The Committee f u r t h e r r e a s s e r t s t h a t t he 
I s r a e l i e v a c u a t i o n o f the t e r r i t o r i e s o c c u p i e d by f o r c e and i n v i o l a t i o n o f t h e 
p r i n c i p l e s o f the C h a r t e r o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and r e l e v a n t r e s o l u t i o n s o f t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s i s a c o n d i t i o s i n e qua non f o r the e x e r c i s e by t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 
p e o p l e o f i t s i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s i n P a l e s t i n e . 

112. The Committee r e a f f i r m s the i n t e r n a t i o n a l consensus t h a t t he P a l e s t i n e 
L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n i s the s o l e and l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , whose p a r t i c i p a t i o n on an e q u a l f o o t i n g i s i n d i s p e n s a b l e i n any 
e f f o r t s and d e l i b e r a t i o n s aimed a t the achievement o f a c o m p r e h e n s i v e , j u s t and 
l a s t i n g peace i n the M i d d l e E a s t . The Committee welcomes the D e c l a r a t i o n o f 
Independence a d o p t e d by the P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l a t i t s m e e t i n g h e l d a t 
A l g i e r s on 15 November 1988, and r e i t e r a t e s t h a t t he p r o c l a m a t i o n o f the 
in d e p e n d e n t Arab S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e i s i n f u l f i l m e n t o f G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 
181 ( I I ) o f 29 November 1947. A c c o r d i n g l y , t h e Committee c o n s i d e r s t h a t t h e S t a t e 
of P a l e s t i n e s h o u l d be a c c o r d e d i t s r i g h t f u l p l a c e w i t h i n t he i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community and t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s O r g a n i z a t i o n . The Committee n o t e s the w i d e s p r e a d 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s u p p o r t f o r the P a l e s t i n i a n peace i n i t i a t i v e and i t d e e p l y r e g r e t s 
t h a t I s r a e l has so f a r f a i l e d t o respond p o s i t i v e l y t o i t and has c o n t i n u e d t o 
r e f u s e t o acknowledge the i n a l i e n a b l e n a t i o n a l r i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . 
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The Committee a c c o r d i n g l y urges I s r a e l t o r e v e r s e i t s p o s i t i o n and t o j o i n the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n s e n s u s . 

113. The Committee c o n s i d e r s t h a t i t has now become i m p e r a t i v e f o r t h e S e c u r i t y 
C o u n c i l t o t a k e p o s i t i v e a c t i o n towards the c o n v e n i n g o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace 
C o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e E a s t on the b a s i s o f the framework and e l e m e n t s s e t out i n 
G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176 of 15 December 1988, w h i c h has t h e o v e r w h e l m i n g 
s u p p o r t of t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. The Committee r e a f f i r m s the p r i n c i p l e s f o r 
t h e a c h i e v e m e n t o f a c o m p r e h e n s i v e peace c o n t a i n e d i n Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176, 
namely: t h e w i t h d r a w a l o f I s r a e l from the P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y o c c u p i e d s i n c e 
1967, i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m , and from the o t h e r o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s ; 
g u a r a n t e e i n g arrangements f o r s e c u r i t y o f a l l S t a t e s i n t h e r e g i o n , i n c l u d i n g t h o s e 
named i n Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 181 ( I I ) , w i t h i n s e c u r e and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y r e c o g n i z e d 
b o u n d a r i e s ; r e s o l v i n g the p r o b l e m o f the P a l e s t i n e r e f u g e e s i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h 
Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 194 ( I I I ) o f 11 December 1948, and s u bsequent r e l e v a n t 
r e s o l u t i o n s ; d i s m a n t l i n g the I s r a e l i s e t t l e m e n t s i n the t e r r i t o r i e s o c c u p i e d s i n c e 
1967; and g u a r a n t e e i n g freedom of a c c e s s t o H o l y P l a c e s , r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s and 
s i t e s . 

114. I n t h e p a s t y e a r , t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l consensus i n f a v o u r of t h e c o n v e n i n g o f 
t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e has c l e a r l y been f u r t h e r c o n s o l i d a t e d . The 
Committee a c c o r d i n g l y u r g e s the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o do e v e r y t h i n g i n h i s power t o 
e n s u r e t h a t a c t i v e c o n s u l t a t i o n s a r e u n d e r t a k e n w i t h i n the framework o f t h e 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l f o r t h a t p u r p o s e . The Committee i n t e n d s t o c o n t i n u e t o i n t e n s i f y 
i t s e f f o r t s towards t h a t o b j e c t i v e and t o make i t once a g a i n t h e f o c a l p o i n t o f i t s 
work programme i n t h e coming y e a r . 

115. N o t i n g t h a t t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l has r e p o r t e d t h a t h i s a t t e m p t s t o pave the 
way t o an e f f e c t i v e n e g o t i a t i n g p r o c e s s have u n t i l now p r o v e d i n c o n c l u s i v e , t h e 
Committee recommends t h a t t h e G e n e r a l Assembly s h o u l d c a l l once a g a i n upon t h e 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , and i n p a r t i c u l a r t h e permanent members, t o c o n s i d e r measures 
needed t o convene t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t , i n c l u d i n g 
t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a p r e p a r a t o r y committee, and t o c o n s i d e r g u a r a n t e e s f o r 
s e c u r i t y measures i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176, t o renew t h e 
mandate o f t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o c o n t i n u e h i s e f f o r t s w i t h t h e p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d 
and, i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , t o f a c i l i t a t e t h e c o n v e n i n g o f t h e 
C o n f e r e n c e . 

116. The Committee p r o t e s t s i n the s t r o n g e s t terms the i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n o f 
r e p r e s s i o n by I s r a e l , the o c c u p y i n g Power, a g a i n s t P a l e s t i n i a n s i n the o c c u p i e d 
P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y , i n c l u d i n g c h i l d r e n , p a r t i c u l a r l y the l i b e r a l use of l i v e 
a mmunition, random b e a t i n g s , r a i d s and mass a r r e s t s , the i n c r e a s e d use o f 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n , d e p o r t a t i o n s and c o l l e c t i v e p unishment. The Committee 
condemns th e unchecked v i o l e n c e by I s r a e l i s e t t l e r s . I t a l s o condemns th e measures 
t a k e n by t h e o c c u p y i n g Power t o d e p r i v e the P a l e s t i n i a n p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e i r r i g h t 
t o e d u c a t i o n , as w e l l as a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , economic and o t h e r measures t a k e n t o 
c o n t r o l a l l a s p e c t s o f P a l e s t i n i a n l i f e and t o p r e v e n t the development o f 
autonomous s o c i o - e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e s . The Committee welcomes the a c t i o n t a k e n by 
Governments, non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s and o t h e r b o d i e s t o denounce t h o s e 
measures, and welcomes t h e p a r t i a l o p e n i n g o f s c h o o l s as a r e s u l t o f t h a t 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r e s s u r e . The Committee r e c a l l s S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s 
636 (1989) o f 6 J u l y 1989 and 641 (1989) o f 30 August 1989 and c a l l s upon a l l 
c o n c e r n e d t o r e d o u b l e t h e i r e f f o r t s t o expose, p r o t e s t and p u t an end t o t h o s e 
I s r a e l i p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s , w h i c h a r e i n v i o l a t i o n o f the Geneva C o n v e n t i o n 
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r e l a t i v e t o t h e P r o t e c t i o n o f C i v i l i a n P e r s o n s i n Time o f War, o f 12 August 1949. 
G i v e n the g r a v e s i t u a t i o n c r e a t e d by such p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s , the Committee 
c a l l s once a g a i n upon t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o c o n s i d e r u r g e n t l y measures needed t o 
p r o v i d e i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o t e c t i o n t o t h e P a l e s t i n i a n c i v i l i a n s i n the P a l e s t i n i a n 
t e r r i t o r y o c c u p i e d by I s r a e l s i n c e 1967, i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m . The Committee a l s o 
c a l l s f o r a p p r o p r i a t e i n t e r n a t i o n a l a c t i o n t o a l l e v i a t e t h e s u f f e r i n g s o f the 
P a l e s t i n i a n s l i v i n g under o c c u p a t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y women and c h i l d r e n . 

117. The Committee f u r t h e r r e a s s e r t s t h a t the U n i t e d N a t i o n s has a h i s t o r i c a l d u t y 
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o r e n d e r a l l a s s i s t a n c e n e c e s s a r y t o promote t h e autonomous 
economic development o f the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r the 
a t t a i n m e n t of independence i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the r e l e v a n t U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
r e s o l u t i o n s . The Committee a c c o r d i n g l y r e i t e r a t e s i t s c a l l upon the o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
of t he U n i t e d N a t i o n s system, as w e l l as on Governments and on i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l 
and n o n -governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , t o s u s t a i n and i n c r e a s e t h e i r economic and 
s o c i a l a s s i s t a n c e t o the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , i n c l o s e c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h the 
P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n . 

118. The Committee n o t e d w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n the i n c r e a s e d awareness and m o b i l i z a t i o n 
o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n s u p p o r t o f t h e a t t a i n m e n t o f t h e i n a l i e n a b l e 
r i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e and of U n i t e d N a t i o n s recommendations f o r a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e , j u s t and l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n o f the q u e s t i o n of P a l e s t i n e . The 
Committee b e l i e v e s t h a t i t s programme of r e g i o n a l s e m i n a r s and m e e t i n g s and 
s y m p o s i a o f non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , as w e l l as t h e j o u r n a l i s t s ' e n c o u n t e r s 
and o t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s s p o n s o r e d by the Committee, have p l a y e d a 
v a l u a b l e r o l e i n t h i s p r o c e s s , and w i l l c o n t i n u e t o s t r i v e t o a c h i e v e maximum 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s i n c a r r y i n g out t h i s programme and t o i n t e n s i f y i t s e f f o r t s i n t h e 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of i t s mandates. 
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N o t e s ( c o n t i n u e d ) 

4/ The o b s e r v e r s a t t h e m e e t i n g s o f t h e Committee were as f o l l o w s : A l g e r i a , 
B a n g l a d e s h , B u l g a r i a , C h i n a , C z e c h o s l o v a k i a , E c uador, E g y p t , I r a q , J o r d a n , K u w a i t , 
Lebanon, L i b y a n Arab J a m a h i r i y a , M a u r i t a n i a , Morocco, N i c a r a g u a , N i g e r , S r i Lanka, 
S y r i a n Arab R e p u b l i c , U n i t e d Arab E m i r a t e s , V i e t Nam, the League o f Arab S t a t e s and 
the O r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e I s l a m i c C o n f e r e n c e . P a l e s t i n e , r e p r e s e n t e d by the 
P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n , as the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , 
t h e p r i n c i p a l p a r t y t o the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , was a l s o an o b s e r v e r . 

5/ The c u r r e n t membership of the Work i n g Group i s as f o l l o w s : A f g h a n i s t a n , 
Cuba, German D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c , G u i n e a , Guyana, I n d i a , M a l t a , P a k i s t a n , S e n e g a l , 
T u n i s i a , T u r k e y , U k r a i n i a n S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c and P a l e s t i n e , r e p r e s e n t e d by 
the P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n , as the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the p e o p l e d i r e c t l y 
c o n c e r n e d . 

6/ I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labour C o n f e r e n c e , 7 6 t h g g S S i p n , Report tUg 
D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l , a p p e n d i c e s ( V o l . 2 ) . 

7/ O f f i c i a l R e c ord? o f t h e General Aggembly, F<?ctY-fOVfttl SesSAQH/ 
Supplement No. 1 ( A / 4 4 / 1 ) . 

1/ For t h e p r i n t e d t e x t , see O f f i c i a l R e c ords ot the Economie and Soctail 
Council. 1989. Supplement No. 2 (E/1989/20). 

£/ O f f i c i a i - i^ecprds of the GeneraJ- Asserrtbly, T h i r t y - f i r s t Session/ 
Supplement No. 35 (A/31/35), paras. 59-72. 
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ANNEX I 

PecomTT'endgtJ.Qns o f t h e Committee e n d o r s g j by t h e 
G e n e r a l Assembly a t i t s t h i r t y - f i r s t s e s s i o n * 

I . B a s i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s and g u i d e l i n e s 

59. The q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e i s a t the h e a r t o f t h e M i d d l e E a s t p r o b l e m , and 
c o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e Committee s t r e s s e s i t s b e l i e f t h a t no s o l u t i o n i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t 
can be e n v i s a g e d w h i c h does not f u l l y t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t t h e l e g i t i m a t e a s p i r a t i o n s 
of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . 

60. The l e g i t i m a t e and i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s of t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e t o r e t u r n t o 
t l i e i r homes and p r o p e r t y and t o a c h i e v e s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , n a t i o n a l independence 
and s o v e r e i g n t y a r e e n d o r s e d by the Committee i n t h e c o n v i c t i o n t h a t t h e f u l l 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h o s e r i g h t s w i l l c o n t r i b u t e d e c i s i v e l y t o a c o mprehensive and 
f i n a l s e t t l e m e n t of the M i d d l e E a s t c r i s i s . 

61. The p a r t i c i p a t i o n of the P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n , t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , on an e q u a l f o o t i n g w i t h o t h e r p a r t i e s , on t h e b a s i s of 
G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s 3236 (XXIX) and 3375 (XXX), i s i n d i s p e n s a b l e i n a l l 
e f f o r t s , d e l i b e r a t i o n s and c o n f e r e n c e s on t h e M i d d l e E a s t w h i c h a r e h e l d under the 
a u s p i c e s o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s . 

62. The Committee r e c a l l s t h e f u n d a m e n t a l p r i n c i p l e o f t h e i n a d m i s s i b i l i t y o f the 
a c q u i s i t i o n o f t e r r i t o r y by f o r c e and s t r e s s e s the c o nsequent o b l i g a t i o n f o r 
c o m p l e t e and speedy e v a c u a t i o n of any t e r r i t o r y so o c c u p i e d . 

63. The Committee c o n s i d e r s t h a t i t i s the d u t y and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f a l l 
c o n c e r n e d t o e n a b l e t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s t o e x e r c i s e t h e i r i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s . 

64. The Committee recommends an expanded and more i n f l u e n t i a l r o l e by t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s and i t s o r g a n s i n p r o m o t i n g a j u s t s o l u t i o n t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e 
and i n t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of s u c h a s o l u t i o n . The S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , i n p a r t i c u l a r , 
s h o u l d t a k e a p p r o p r i a t e a c t i o n t o f a c i l i t a t e the e x e r c i s e by t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s o f 
t h e i r r i g h t t o r e t u r n t o t h e i r homes, l a n d s and p r o p e r t y . The Committee, 
f u r t h e r m o r e , u r g e s t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o promote a c t i o n towards a j u s t s o l u t i o n , 
t a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t a l l the powers c o n f e r r e d on i t by t h e C h a r t e r o f t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s . 

65. I t i s w i t h t h i s p e r s p e c t i v e i n v i e w and on the b a s i s o f the numerous 
r e s o l u t i o n s o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , a f t e r due c o n s i d e r a t i o n of a l l t h e f a c t s , 
p r o p o s a l s and s u g g e s t i o n s advanced i n the c o u r s e o f i t s d e l i b e r a t i o n s , t h a t the 
Committee s u b m i t s i t s recommendations on t h e m o d a l i t i e s f o r t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f 
the e x e r c i s e o f t h e i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . 

* O f f i c i a l Records o£ the General Assernb^y. T h i r t y - f i r s t Session, 
Supplement ЙС. 35 ( A / 3 1 / 3 5 ) , p a r a s . 59-72. 
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11. The r i g h t of r e t u r n 

66. The n a t u r g i l and i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t of P a l e s t i n i a n s t o r e t u r n t o t h e i r homes i s 
r e c o g n i z e d by r e s o l u t i o n 194 ( I I I ) , w h i c h the G e n e r a l Assembly has r e a f f i r m e d 
a l m o s t e v e r y y e a r s i n c e i t s a d o p t i o n . T h i s r i g h t was a l s o u n a n i m o u s l y r e c o g n i z e d 
by t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 237 ( 1 9 6 7 ) ; the ti m e f o r t h e u r g e n t 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e s e r e s o l u t i o n s i s l o n g o v e r d u e . 

67. W i t h o u t p r e j u d i c e t o the r i g h t o f a l l P a l e s t i n i a n s t o r e t u r n t o t h e i r homes, 
l a n d s and p r o p e r t y , t h e Committee c o n s i d e r s t h a t t h e programme o f i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f 
the e x e r c i s e o f t h i s r i g h t may be c a r r i e d o u t i n two p h a s e s : 

Phase one 

68. The f i r s t phase i n v o l v e s the r e t u r n t o t h e i r homes o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s 
d i s p l a c e d as a r e s u l t o f t h e war o f June 1967. The Committee recommends t h a t : 

( i ) The S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l s h o u l d r e q u e s t the immediate i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of i t s 
r e s o l u t i o n 237 (1967) and t h a t s u c h i m p l e m e n t a t i o n s h o u l d n o t be r e l a t e d 
t o any o t h e r c o n d i t i o n ; 

( i i ) The r e s o u r c e s o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee o f the Red C r o s s (ICRC) 
and/or o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s R e l i e f and Wor)cs Agency f o r P a l e s t i n e 
Refugees i n t h e Near E a s t , s u i t a b l y f i n a n c e d and mandated, may be 
employed t o a s s i s t i n the s o l u t i o n o f any l o g i s t i c a l p r o b l e m s i n v o l v e d i n 
t h e r e s e t t l e m e n t o f t h o s e r e t u r n i n g t o t h e i r homes. These a g e n c i e s c o u l d 
a l s o a s s i s t , i n c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h the h o s t c o u n t r i e s and t h e P a l e s t i n e 
L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n , i n t h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e d i s p l a c e d 
P a l e s t i n i a n s . 

Phase two 

69. The se c o n d phase d e a l s w i t h t h e r e t u r n t o t h e i r homes o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s 
d i s p l a c e d between 1948 and 1967. The Committee recommends t h a t : 

( i ) W h i l e t h e f i r s t phase i s b e i n g implemented, t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , i n 
c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e S t a t e s d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d , and t h e P a l e s t i n e 
L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n as t h e i n t e r i m r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 
e n t i t y , s h o u l d p r o c e e d t o make t h e n e c e s s a r y a r r a n g e m e n t s to e n a b l e 
P a l e s t i n i a n s d i s p l a c e d between 1948 and 1967 t o e x e r c i s e t h e i r r i g h t to 
r e t u r n t o t h e i r homes and p r o p e r t y , i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e r e l e v a n t 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y G e n e r a l Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 194 ( I I I ) ; 

( i i ) P a l e s t i n i a n s n o t c h o o s i n g t o r e t u r n t o t h e i r homes s h o u l d be p a i d j u s t 
and e q u i t a b l e c o m p e n s a t i o n as p r o v i d e d f o r i n r e s o l u t i o n 194 ( I I I ) . 

I I I . The r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , n a t i o n a l independence 
and sovereignty 

70. The P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e has t h e i n h e r e n t r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , n a t i o n a l 
independence and s o v e r e i g n t y i n P a l e s t i n e . The Committee c o n s i d e r s t h a t t h e 
e v a c u a t i o n o f t h e t e r r i t o r i e s o c c u p i e d by f o r c e and i n v i o l a t i o n o f t h e p r i n c i p l e s 
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of the C h a r t e r and r e l e v a n t r e s o l u t i o n s o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s i s a 
c o n d i t i o s i n e qua non f o r the e x e r c i s e by t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e o f i t s i n a l i e n a b l e 
r i g h t s i n P a l e s t i n e . The Committee c o n s i d e r s , f u r t h e r m o r e , t h a t upon t h e r e t u r n o f 
the P a l e s t i n i a n s t o t h e i r homes and p r o p e r t y and w i t h t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f an 
i n d e p e n d e n t P a l e s t i n i a n e n t i t y , t he P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e w i l l be a b l e t o e x e r c i s e i t s 
r i g h t s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and t o d e c i d e i t s form o f government w i t h o u t e x t e r n a l 
i n t e r f e r e n c e . 

71. The Committee a l s o f e e l s t h a t the U n i t e d N a t i o n s has an h i s t o r i c a l d u t y and 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o r e n d e r a l l a s s i s t a n c e n e c e s s a r y t o promote t h e economic 
development and p r o s p e r i t y o f the P a l e s t i n i a n e n t i t y . 

72. To t h o s e ends, t h e Committee recommends t h a t : 

(a) A t i m e t a b l e s h o u l d be e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l f o r the 
co m p l e t e w i t h d r a w a l by I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n f o r c e s from t h o s e a r e a s o c c u p i e d i n 1967; 
such w i t h d r a w a l s h o u l d be c o m p l e t e d no l a t e r t h a n 1 June 1977; 

(b) The S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l may need t o p r o v i d e t e m p o r a r y peace-Jceeping f o r c e s 
i n o r d e r t o f a c i l i t a t e t h e p r o c e s s o f w i t h d r a w a l ; 

( c ) I s r a e l s h o u l d be r e q u e s t e d by the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o d e s i s t from the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f new s e t t l e m e n t s and t o w i t h d r a w d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d from 
s e t t l e m e n t s e s t a b l i s h e d s i n c e 1967 i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s . Arab p r o p e r t y and 
a l l e s s e n t i a l s e r v i c e s i n t h o s e a r e a s s h o u l d be m a i n t a i n e d i n t a c t ; 

(d) I s r a e l s h o u l d a l s o be r e q u e s t e d t o a b i d e s c r u p u l o u s l y by t h e p r o v i s i o n s 
o f t h e Geneva C o n v e n t i o n r e l a t i v e t o t h e P r o t e c t i o n o f C i v i l i a n P e r s o n s i n Time of 
War, o f 12 August 1949, and t o d e c l a r e , p e n d i n g i t s speedy w i t h d r a w a l from t h e s e 
t e r r i t o r i e s , i t s r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e a p p l i c a b i l i t y o f t h a t C o n v e n t i o n ; 

(e) The e v a c u a t e d t e r r i t o r i e s , w i t h a l l p r o p e r t y and s e r v i c e s i n t a c t , s h o u l d 
be t a k e n o v e r by t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s w h i c h , w i t h the c o - o p e r a t i o n o f the League o f 
Arab S t a t e s , w i l l s u b s e q u e n t l y hand o v e r t h o s e e v a c u a t e d a r e a s t o t h e P a l e s t i n e 
L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n as the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e ; 

( f ) The U n i t e d N a t i o n s s h o u l d , i f n e c e s s a r y , a s s i s t i n e s t a b l i s h i n g 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s between Gaza and t h e West Bank; 

(g) As soon as the i n d e p e n d e n t P a l e s t i n i a n e n t i t y has been e s t a b l i s h e d , t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s , i n c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h the S t a t e s d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d and t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n e n t i t y , s h o u l d , t a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 
.1.V/5 (XXX), make f u r t h e r arrangements f o r the f u l l i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e 
i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , the r e s o l u t i o n o f o u t s t a n d i n g 
problems and t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a j u s t and l a s t i n g peace i n t h e r e g i o n , i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h a l l r e l e v a n t U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s ; 

(h) The U n i t e d N a t i o n s s h o u l d p r o v i d e t h e economic and t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e 
n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n e n t i t y . 
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ANNEX I I 

C o n c l u s i o n s and r e c o n m e n d a t i o n s a d o p t e d by t h e T w e n t y - f i r s t 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s Seminar on t h e Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e 

( C a i r o , 18 t o 22 December 1988) 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

1. The T w e n t y - f i r s t U n i t e d N a t i o n s Seminar on t h e Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e ( F i f t h 
A f r i c a n R e g i o n a l Seminar) e n t i t l e d "The I n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 
p e o p l e " , was h e l d j o i n t l y w i t h the A f r i c a n R e g i o n a l NGO Symposium on t h e Q u e s t i o n 
o f P a l e s t i n e a t t h e Ramses H i l t o n H o t e l , a t C a i r o , from 18 t o 22 December 1988, i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e terms o f G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 42/66 В o f 2 December 1987. 

2. The Committee on t h e E x e r c i s e o f the I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 
P e o p l e was r e p r e s e n t e d by a d e l e g a t i o n c o n s i s t i n g of H.E. Mrs. Absa C l a u d e D i a l l o 
( S e n e g a l ) , Chairman o f t h e Committee; H.E. Mr. A l e x a n d e r B o r g O l i v i e r ( M a l t a ) , 
R a p p o r t e u r o f t h e Committee; H.E. Mr. Samuel R. I n s a n a l l y (Guyana); 
H.E. Mr. Tom O b a l e h Kargbo ( S i e r r a L e o n e ) ; H.E. Mr. Agus T a r m i d z i ( I n d o n e s i a ) ; and 
Mr. Z e h d i L. T e r z i ( P a l e s t i n e ) . Mrs. Absa C l a u d e D i a l l o was Chairman and 
Mr. A l e x a n d e r B o r g O l i v i e r , R a p p o r t e u r , of the s e m i n a r . 

3. N i n e m e e t i n g s were h e l d and 21 p a n e l i s t s p r e s e n t e d p a p e r s on s e l e c t e d a s p e c t s 
o f t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e . I n a d d i t i o n , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 51 Governments, 
P a l e s t i n e , t h r e e U n i t e d N a t i o n s o r g a n s , t h r e e U n i t e d N a t i o n s s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s 
and b o d i e s , t h r e e i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , two n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n 
movements, as w e l l as 50 n o n-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s a t t e n d e d t h e s e m i n a r . 

4. The j o i n t o p e n i n g ceremony o f t h e seminar and NGO Symposium h e a r d a s t a t e m e n t 
from H.E. Dr. Ahmed Esmat A b d e l Meguid, Deputy Prime M i n i s t e r and M i n i s t e r f o r 
F o r e i g n A f f a i r s o f E g y p t , d e l i v e r e d by H.E. A z i z S e l f E l N a s r , A s s i s t a n t M i n i s t e r 
f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s . 

5. A message from t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l of t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , 
H.E. Mr. J a v i e r P e r e z de Cuéllar, was r e a d o u t by h i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 
Mr. Naseem M i r z a , C h i e f , D i v i s i o n f o r P a l e s t i n i a n R i g h t s . Mrs. Absa C l a u d e D i a l l o , 
Chairman o f t h e s e m i n a r , a l s o a d d r e s s e d t h e m e e t i n g . 

6. A message was r e c e i v e d from Mr. Y a s s e r A r a f a t , Chairman o f t h e E x e c u t i v e 
Committee o f t h e P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n (PLO), w h i c h was r e a d o u t by 
Mr. Jamal S o u r a n i , member of t h e E x e c u t i v e Committee of the PLO. 

7. O t h e r s t a t e m e n t s were made by; Dr. A b d e l Ahad Gamal E l D i n , P r e s i d e n t of t h e 
Supreme C o u n c i l f o r Y o u t h and S p o r t s o f Egypt and Chairman o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
A s s o c i a t i o n o f E g y p t ; H.E. Mr. T e s f a y e Tadesse ( E t h i o p i a ) , Chairman o f the S p e c i a l 
Committee on t h e S i t u a t i o n w i t h r e g a r d t o the I m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f the D e c l a r a t i o n on 
the G r a n t i n g o f Independence t o C o l o n i a l C o u n t r i e s and P e o p l e s ; Dr. Morad G h a l e b , 
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e A f r o - A s i a n P e o p l e ' s S o l i d a r i t y O r g a n i z a t i o n ; 
H.E. Mr. Agus T a r m i d z i ( I n d o n e s i a ) , s p e a k i n g on b e h a l f o f t h e S p e c i a l Committee 
a g a i n s t A p a r t h e i d ; Mr. Muhammed A l - F a r r a , U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l o f t h e League o f 
Arab S t a t e s ; Mr. A l Mamoun K e i t a ( M a l i ) , s p e a k i n g on b e h a l f o f t h e P r e s i d e n t o f 
M a l i , Chairman o f t h e O r g a n i z a t i o n o f A f r i c a n U n i t y ; and Mr. S h e r i f R e f a a t ( E g y p t ) , 
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r e p r e s e n t i n g the U n i t e d N a t i o n s C o u n c i l f o r N a m i b i a . The seminar a l s o r e c e i v e d a 
message from Mr. Uaya P e r e r a , Chairman o f the S p e c i a l Committee t o I n v e s t i g a t e 
I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g t h e Human R i g h t s o f t h e P o p u l a t i o n o f t h e O c c u p i e d 
T e r r i t o r i e s and a message from the O r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e I s l a m i c C o n f e r e n c e . 

8. The seminar a d o p t e d a message t o Mr. Y a s s e r A r a f a t , and a m o t i o n o f th a n k s t o 
t l i e Government and the p e o p l e o f Egypt. 

y. Three p a n e l s were e s t a b l i s h e d : 

(a) P a n e l I ; "The u p r i s i n g i n the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s ; t h e 
urg e n c y o f c o n v e n i n g the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e E a s t i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h U n i t e d N a t i o n s G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s " ; Mr. L o t f y E l - K h o l y 
( E g y p t ) , Mr. R a f a e l E s t r e l l a ( S p a i n ) , Mr. Y. V. Glukhov ( U n i o n o f S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t 
R e p u b l i c s ) , Mr. C o r e n t i n Hervo-Akendengue (Gabon), Mr. A l Mamoun K e i t a ( M a l i ) , 
Mr. J o n a t h a n K u t t a b ( P a l e s t i n i a n ) , Mr. S a l a h Ladgham ( T u n i s i a ) , Mr. Ibbo Mandaza 
(Zimbabwe), Mr. Ahmed Osman ( E g y p t ) , and Mr. S. Amos Wako ( K e n y a ) ; 

(b) P a n e l I I : "The r o l e o f t h e P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n " : 
Mr. N a b i l S h a ' a t h ( P a l e s t i n i a n ) ; 

( c ) P a n e l I I I : "The m o b i l i z a t i o n o f A f r i c a n p u b l i c o p i n i o n f o r t h e 
r e a l i z a t i o n o f the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e " : 
Mr. Farouk Abu E i s s a ( S u d a n ) , Mr. D o n a l d B e t z ( U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a ) , 
Mr. G i p u F e l i x - G e o r g e ( S i e r r a L e o n e ) , Mr. Mohamed E l - S a y e d G a l l a b ( E g y p t ) , 
Mr. Gora I b r a h i m ( S o u t h A f r i c a ) , Mr. L a t y r Kamara ( S e n e g a l ) , Mr. G a b r a l l a h Khamsin 
( S u d a n ) , Mr. A s s i h K o s s i ( T o g o ) , Mr. D i k h i g a n g Nasemola ( S o u t h A f r i c a ) , 
Mrs. R uth Neto ( A n g o l a ) , Mr. Gesaya Nyama ( N a m i b i a ) , and Mr. A b d e l Moneim S a i d 
( E g y p t ) . 

10. The r e p o r t o f t h e s e m i n a r , i n c l u d i n g summaries o f t h e p r o c e e d i n g s , has been 
p u b l i s h e d as a s p e c i a l b u l l e t i n o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s D i v i s i o n f o r P a l e s t i n i a n 
R i g h t s . 

Conclusj-ons and fecQnunendatioos 

11. The c o n c l u s i o n s and recommendations a d o p t e d by t h e se m i n a r a r e as f o l l o w s : 

(a) The p a r t i c i p a n t s i n the seminar e x p r e s s e d t h e i r c o n v i c t i o n t h a t r e c e n t 
d e v e l o p m e n t s r e g a r d i n g t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t and i t s c o r e , the q u e s t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n e , have c r e a t e d a new momentum f o r b r i n g i n g about a s o l u t i o n t o t h i s 
c o m p l i c a t e d and dangerous c o n f l i c t , on the b a s i s o f r e s o l u t i o n s o f t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s and w i t h i n i t s framework. Those developments a r e m a i n l y owing t o the 
courageous and d e t e r m i n e d s t r u g g l e o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e t o a t t a i n and t o 
e x e r c i s e i t s i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s , p r i m a r i l y t he r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , as 
d r a m a t i c a l l y m a n i f e s t e d i n the c o n t i n u i n g P a l e s t i n i a n i n t i f a d a h i n t h e o c c u p i e d 
P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . They have been f a c i l i t a t e d by a c o n d u c i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c l i m a t e c h a r a c t e r i z e d by i n c r e a s i n g c o - o p e r a t i o n and the p o l i t i c a l w i l l t o s o l v e 
r e g i o n a l c o n f l i c t s i n a p e a c e f u l way t h r o u g h n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

(b) P a r t i c i p a n t s welcomed the r e s u l t s o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h e x t r a o r d i n a r y s e s s i o n 
of the P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l a t A l g i e r s and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , t he p r o c l a m a t i o n 
of an i n d e p e n d e n t S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e as a p o s i t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n towards a p e a c e f u l 
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s e t t l e m e n t of the c o n f l i c t i n the r e g i o n . The d e c i s i o n a d o p t e d by the P a l e s t i n e 
N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l and the p o s i t i o n o u t l i n e d by Mr. Y a s s e r A r a f a t , Chairman of the 
E x e c u t i v e Committee o f the PLO, i n h i s a d d r e s s t o the U n i t e d N a t i o n s G e n e r a l 
Assembly on 13 December 1988, as w e l l as i n o t h e r forums, a r e i m p o r t a n t landmarks 
i n t h e endeavours o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community towards a c h i e v i n g a c o m p r e h e n s i v e , 
j u s t and l a s t i n g s e t t l e m e n t o f the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e t h a t have r e s u l t e d i n 
i n c r e a s e d s u p p o r t by a l l s e c t o r s of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community f o r the c o n v e n i n g 
o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t and have made p o s s i b l e the 
i n i t i a t i o n o f a d i a l o g u e between the U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a and the PLO. The 
d e c i s i o n o f t h e Government o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s t o e s t a b l i s h c o n t a c t s w i t h the PLO 
and t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n a s u b s t a n t i v e d i a l o g u e w i t h the PLO was welcomed as a 
p o s i t i v e development, and the hope was e x p r e s s e d t h a t such c o n t a c t s would l e a d t o 
c o n c r e t e r e s u l t s and t o a c omprehensive s e t t l e m e n t of the c o n f l i c t . 

( c ) The p a r t i c i p a n t s a g r e e d t h a t i t was now incumbent upon the Government o f 
I s r a e l t o r e s p o n d p o s i t i v e l y t o the s t a n d t a k e n by the PLO t h a t has been welcomed 
and p r a i s e d by t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. I s r a e l can no l o n g e r i g n o r e the 
n a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s of the P a l e s t i n i a n s i n the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . 
The o n g o i n g i n t i f a d a h of t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , w h i c h e n t e r e d i t s s econd y e a r on 
9 December 1988, c o n f i r m s i n no u n c e r t a i n terms t h a t the P a l e s t i n i a n s a r e 
d e t e r m i n e d t o r e s i s t , t o r e j e c t and t o end I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n of the P a l e s t i n i a n 
t e r r i t o r y o c c u p i e d s i n c e 1967. The p r o c l a m a t i o n of the i n d e p e n d e n t S t a t e of 
P a l e s t i n e by t h e P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l a t i t s n i n e t e e n t h e x t r a o r d i n a r y s e s s i o n 
has r e c e i v e d e n t h u s i a s t i c s u p p o r t from an o v e r w h e l m i n g m a j o r i t y of S t a t e s . The 
same S t a t e s have h a i l e d t h a t p r o c l a m a t i o n as a c o n c r e t e c o n t r i b u t i o n towards 
peace. S i g n i f i c a n t l y , many S t a t e s have a l r e a d y f o r m a l l y r e c o g n i z e d the S t a t e o f 
P a l e s t i n e , p r o c l a i m e d a t A l g i e r s on 15 November 1988. 

(d) The s e m inar took note o f and welcomed the r e s o l u t i o n s on the i t e m 
e n t i t l e d " Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e " , adopted by the G e n e r a l Assembly on 
15 December 1988 a t Geneva. I n p a r t i c u l a r i t n o t e d w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n t h e c a l l f o r 
t h e c o n v e n i n g o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t , under the 
a u s p i c e s o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l p a r t i e s t o t h e 
c o n f l i c t , i n c l u d i n g t h e PLO, on an e q u a l f o o t i n g , and the f i v e permanent members o f 
t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , b a s e d on S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s 242 (1967) and 
338 (1973) and t h e l e g i t i m a t e n a t i o n a l r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , p r i m a r i l y 
t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I t e x p r e s s e d i t s f u l l s u p p o r t f o r t h e p r i n c i p l e s 
c o n t a i n e d i n p a r a g r a p h 3 o f Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176, as a b a s i s f o r the 
a c h i e v e m e n t o f a c o m p r e h e n s i v e peace. C o g n i z a n t of the r o l e o f the S e c u r i t y 
C o u n c i l i n m a i n t a i n i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y , p a r t i c i p a n t s i n the 
s e m i nar e n d o r s e d the r e q u e s t t o the C o u n c i l t o c o n s i d e r measures needed t o convene 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t , i n c l u d i n g the e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
o f a p r e p a r a t o r y committee, and t o c o n s i d e r g u a r a n t e e s f o r s e c u r i t y measures t o be 
a g r e e d upon by the C o n f e r e n c e f o r a l l S t a t e s i n the r e g i o n , as w e l l as i n t e r i m 
measures t o s a f e g u a r d t h e p h y s i c a l s e c u r i t y of t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e o c c u p i e d 
t e r r i t o r i e s p e n d i n g agreement on a f i n a l c omprehensive s e t t l e m e n t . The 
p a r t i c i p a n t s c o n s i d e r e d t h a t i t was now incumbent upon I s r a e l t o a c c e p t t h e terms 
f o r a l a s t i n g and c o m p r e h e n s i v e s e t t l e m e n t , w h i c h have been a g r e e d upon by t h e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community as a w h o l e , and w h i c h s h o u l d be b a s e d on S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n s 242 (1967) o f 22 November 1967 and 338 (1973) o f 22 O c t o b e r 1973 and 
t h e l e g i t i m a t e n a t i o n a l r i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , p r i m a r i l y t h e r i g h t t o 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 
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(e) The p a r t i c i p a n t s a l s o welcomed the d e c i s i o n by the G e n e r a l Assembly, i n 
i t s r e s o l u t i o n 43/177, t h a t the d e s i g n a t i o n " P a l e s t i n e " s h o u l d be used i n p l a c e o f 
the d e s i g n a t i o n " P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n " i n the U n i t e d N a t i o n s system. 
The p a r t i c i p a n t s r e g a r d e d the d e c i s i o n as a r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e a s p i r a t i o n s o f the 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e and a r e a f f i r m a t i o n o f the PLO as i t s s o l e l e g i t i m a t e 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , and a l s o as an endorsement of the courageous s t e p s t a k e n d u r i n g the 
int_i_fa_d3h t o end the o c c u p a t i o n and t o s e t up the i n f r a s t r u c t u r e f o r an i n d e p e n d e n t 
and s o v e r e i g n P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e . The p a r t i c i p a n t s u r ged t h a t e v e r y a s s i s t a n c e 
s h o u l d be p r o v i d e d by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e i n i t s 
e ndeavours t o a c c o m p l i s h t h a t i m p o r t a n t o b j e c t i v e . 

( f ) The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community i s becoming more d e e p l y c o n v i n c e d o f the need 
to f i n d a j u s t , c o m prehensive and l a s t i n g p o l i t i c a l s e t t l e m e n t of the A r a b - I s r a e l i 
c o n f l i c t . That i s e v i d e n c e d by the g r o w i n g s u p p o r t f o r the c o n v e n i n g o f the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t . That s u p p o r t i s c l e a r l y 
r e f l e c t e d i n the p o s i t i o n adopted by the Movement of N o n - A l i g n e d C o u n t r i e s , the 
League of Arab S t a t e s , the O r g a n i z a t i o n of A f r i c a n U n i t y (OAU), the O r g a n i z a t i o n of 
the I s l a m i c C o n f e r e n c e ( O I C ) , the European Community, the N o r d i c c o u n t r i e s , as w e l l 
as by the U n i o n of S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c s , C h i n a and o t h e r s o c i a l i s t 
c o u n t r i e s . I n t h a t r e g a r d , the seminar n o t e d w i t h a p p r e c i a t i o n t h e s u s t a i n e d and 
c o n t i n u i n g s u p p o r t by A f r i c a n S t a t e s and p e o p l e s f o r the e x e r c i s e by the 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e of i t s l e g i t i m a t e n a t i o n a l r i g h t s and f o r the c o n v e n i n g of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e . 

(g) The p a r t i c i p a n t s n o t e d t h a t , w h i l e s t r e n u o u s a t t e m p t s have been made to 
b r i n g about a s o l u t i o n t o the A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t , the s i t u a t i o n i n the r e g i o n 
remains t e n s e . I t i s a g g r a v a t e d by I s r a e l ' s b r u t a l s u p p r e s s i o n o f the P a l e s t i n i a n 
u p r i s i n g t h r o u g h m i l i t a r y m i g h t , b e a t i n g s , d e t e n t i o n s , d e p o r t a t i o n s , i t s p o l i c i e s 
of i l l e g a l l y m a i n t a i n i n g and e x p a n d i n g J e w i s h s e t t l e m e n t s , as w e l l as c o n f i s c a t i n g 
Arab-owned l a n d s and d i v e r t i n g s c a r c e water r e s o u r c e s to i t s own use i n the 
o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n and Arab t e r r i t o r i e s . The " i r o n - f i s t " p o l i c y o f I s r a e l has 
f u r t h e r s t i f l e d a l l forms o f p o l i t i c a l , c u l t u r a l , s o c i a l and economic e x p r e s s i o n s 
of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . I s r a e l c o n t i n u e s t o s t r e n g t h e n i t s c o n t r o l o v e r most 
a s p e c t s o f l i f e , w i t h a view t o o b s t r u c t i n g a s e l f - s u s t a i n e d development o f t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s . Such p o l i c i e s a r e i n v i o l a t i o n o f 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s , the Geneva C o n v e n t i o n s o f 1949, i n p a r t i c u l a r t h e 
Geneva C o n v e n t i o n r e l a t i v e t o the P r o t e c t i o n o f C i v i l i a n P e r s o n s i n Time o f War, o f 
1949, and o t h e r forms o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, and e x a c e r b a t e t e n s i o n i n t h e a r e a , 
thus h i n d e r i n g a t t e m p t s t o f i n d a p e a c e f u l s o l u t i o n t o the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e . 
The p a r t i c i p a n t s n o t e d f u r t h e r t h a t t h o s e m a s s i v e v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s had 
i i " t s u c c e e d e d i n e n d i n g the i n t i f a d ah and were u n l i k e l y t o a c h i e v e f o r I s r a e l i t s 
" l ) i e c t i v e s . P e r s i s t e n c e by I s r a e l i n a c t s of a g g r e s s i o n a g a i n s t n e i g h b o u r i n g 
.''lates, i n p a r t i c u l a r Lebanon, endangered s e c u r i t y i n the r e g i o n . 

(h) The s e m inar a p p e a l e d to the U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o t a k e u r g e n t measures t o 
p r o t e c t t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s under o c c u p a t i o n , t o g u a r a n t e e t h e s a f e t y and s e c u r i t y and 
the l e g a l and human r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n r e f u g e e s i n a l l t e r r i t o r i e s under 
I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n and t o a l l e v i a t e t h e i r s u f f e r i n g . Adequate a s s i s t a n c e s h o u l d 
a l s o be p r o v i d e d on a r e g u l a r b a s i s t o the P a l e s t i n i a n r e f u g e e s i n t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g 
and o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . The U n i t e d N a t i o n s system, as w e l l as i n t e r n a t i o n a l , r e g i o n a l 
and n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , s h o u l d c o n t i n u e and s t r e n g t h e n t h e i r h u m a n i t a r i a n 
a s s i s t a n c e t o the P a l e s t i n i a n s under o c c u p a t i o n and t o P a l e s t i n i a n r e f u g e e s . I n 
p a r t i c u l a r , s u s t a i n e d and i n c r e a s e d s u p p o r t s h o u l d be c h a n n e l l e d t h r o u g h the U n i t e d 
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N a t i o n s R e l i e f and Works Agency f o r P a l e s t i n e Refugees i n the Near E a s t , as w e l l as 
n o n - governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s w o r k i n g d i r e c t l y i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s . 

( i ) The seminar a f f i r m e d t h a t t h e d e n i a l of t h e e x e r c i s e of t h e l e g i t i m a t e 
n a t i o n a l r i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e remains t h e c o r e of t h e c o n f l i c t i n the 
M i d d l e E a s t and t h a t a c o m p r e h e n s i v e , j u s t and l a s t i n g peace i n the r e g i o n c a n n o t 
be a c h i e v e d w i t h o u t the f u l l e x e r c i s e of t h o s e r i g h t s , and w i t h o u t t h e w i t h d r a w a l 
o f I s r a e l from t h e P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y o c c u p i e d s i n c e 1967, i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m , 
and o t h e r o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s . I t f u r t h e r a f f i r m e d t h a t t h e PLO i s t h e s o l e 
l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e and, as s u c h , i s an e s s e n t i a l 
p a r t y t o any n e g o t i a t i o n s aimed a t r e s o l v i n g the c o n f l i c t by p e a c e f u l means. 

( j ) The seminar took note w i t h a p p r e c i a t i o n of the e f f o r t s o f the Committee 
on the E x e r c i s e of t h e I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e t o s e c u r e 
u n i v e r s a l r e c o g n i t i o n o f the i n a l i e n a b l e n a t i o n a l r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , 
and o f i t s recommendations made i n i t s r e p o r t i n 1976 a/ and r e p e a t e d l y e n d o r s e d by 
the U n i t e d N a t i o n s G e n e r a l Assembly s i n c e t h e n f o r e n s u r i n g the e x e r c i s e by t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e o f t h o s e r i g h t s . The seminar a l s o n o t e d w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n t h e 
i n c r e a s e d s u p p o r t a t the U n i t e d N a t i o n s f o r the programme of a c t i o n u n d e r t a k e n by 
the Committee. I t u r g e d the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o s u s t a i n and s t r e n g t h e n i t s 
s u p p o r t f o r t h e Committee's a c t i v i t i e s and e n d e a v o u r s , i n p a r t i c u l a r i t s e f f o r t s 
f o r f a c i l i t a t i n g t h e c o n v e n i n g o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e 
E a s t . 

(k) The p o s i t i o n o f t h e A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s , as m a n i f e s t e d i n the d e c l a r a t i o n s 
and r e s o l u t i o n s o f OAU, was one of s o l i d a r i t y w i t h and s u p p o r t f o r the s t r u g g l e of 
t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e f o r the e x e r c i s e of i t s i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s , i n p a r t i c u l a r 
t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and t o have a S t a t e of i t s own. Many o f t h e 
p a r t i c i p a n t s drew p a r a l l e l s between the cause of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e and the 
s t r u g g l e o f t h e p e o p l e s o f S o u t h A f r i c a and N a m i b i a . Those p a r t i c i p a n t s n o t e d 
t h a t , as t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community welcomed the s i g n i n g of the B r a z z a v i l l e 
agreements on t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 435 (1978) 
r e g a r d i n g N a m i b i a , S o u t h A f r i c a c o n t i n u e d i t s a b h o r r e n t p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s of 
a p a r t h e i d , w h i c h t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s condemned, and I s r a e l p e r s i s t e d i n i t s a t t e m p t s 
t o s t i f l e , by b r u t a l f o r c e and o p p r e s s i v e p o l i c i e s , the P a l e s t i n i a n u p r i s i n g i n the 
o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s . B o t h t h e p o l i c i e s of I s r a e l and the a p a r t h e i d p o l i c i e s i n 
S o u t h A f r i c a endanger i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y and were o f t h e g r a v e s t 
c o n c e r n t o t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. P a r t i c i p a n t s a l s o e x p r e s s e d c o n c e r n at the 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n between S o u t h A f r i c a and I s r a e l , w h i c h t h e y condemned. 

(1) The seminar v i e w e d w i t h a p p r e c i a t i o n the s u p p o r t OAU and the Governments 
and p e o p l e s of A f r i c a have e x t e n d e d a t the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and i n o t h e r forums to 
the P a l e s t i n i a n cause and f o r the achievement of a j u s t and l a s t i n g peace i n t h e 
M i d d l e E a s t . I t a g r e e d t h a t e f f o r t s s h o u l d be c o n t i n u e d and i n t e n s i f i e d t o 
m o b i l i z e o f f i c i a l and p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n A f r i c a t h r o u g h the use o f t h e media and 
a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e n o n -governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s . P a r t i c i p a n t s e x p r e s s e d t h e v i e w 
t h a t the c o - o p e r a t i o n o f A f r i c a n o r g a n i z a t i o n s , t r a d e u n i o n s , s o l i d a r i t y g r o u p s , 
e t c . among t h e m s e l v e s , as w e l l as between them and t h e i r c o u n t e r p a r t s i n o t h e r 
r e g i o n s , s h o u l d be expanded. The U n i t e d N a t i o n s s h o u l d u n d e r t a k e a d d i t i o n a l 
e f f o r t s t o d i s s e m i n a t e f a c t u a l and u p - t o - d a t e i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e q u e s t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n e and the measures r e q u i r e d t o be t a k e n f o r the a c h i e v e m e n t o f a j u s t 
s e t t l e m e n t t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e . The Committee on t h e E x e r c i s e o f t h e 
I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e and the D i v i s i o n f o r P a l e s t i n i a n 
R i g h t s have an i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n the d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f such i n f o r m a t i o n . M o r e o v e r , 
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the Department of Public Information of the S e c r e t a r i a t should make every e f f o r t to 
ensure that accurate information on the question of Palestine received the widest 
possible dissemination. 

Notes 

0/ See O f f i c i a l Records of the General Assembly. T h i r t y - f i r s t Session. 
SuDPlement No. 35 (A/31/35). 
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ANNEX I I I 

D e c l a r a t i o n a d o p t e d by t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s A f r i c a n R e g i o n a l 
NGO Symposium on the Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e 

( C a i r o , 18 t o 21 December 1988) 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 
1. The s e c o n d A f r i c a n NGO Symposium on the Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e was h e l d i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e terms o f G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 42/66 В of 
2 December 1987, under t h e a u s p i c e s of the Committee on t h e E x e r c i s e of t h e 
I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e , a t t h e Ramses H i l t o n H o t e l a t C a i r o 
from 18 t o 21 December 1988. The Symposium was h e l d i n p a r t t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e 
T w e n t y - f i r s t U n i t e d N a t i o n s Seminar on the Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e ( F i f t h A f r i c a n 
R e g i o n a l Seminar) (see annex I I ) . 

2. I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e p a n e l s h e l d j o i n t l y w i t h t h e s e m i n a r , two workshops 
s p e c i f i c a l l y r e l a t e d t o a c t i v i t i e s of n o n -governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s were 
e s t a b l i s h e d f o r t h e Symposium t o c o n s i d e r the f o l l o w i n g t o p i c s : 

(a) M o b i l i z a t i o n and n e t w o r k i n g by A f r i c a n n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o 
end I s r a e l i v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s o f P a l e s t i n i a n s i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s 
and t o promote i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o t e c t i o n f o r P a l e s t i n i a n s under I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n ; 

(b) A c t i v i t i e s o f n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o m o b i l i z e f u r t h e r A f r i c a n 
p u b l i c o p i n i o n and t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p between the P a l e s t i n i a n u p r i s i n g and t h e 
s t r u g g l e o f t h e p e o p l e s o f N a m i b i a and South A f r i c a . 

3. The Symposium p a r t i c i p a n t s a d o p t e d a D e c l a r a t i o n (see below) as w e l l as 
a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d p r o p o s a l s e m a n a t i n g from the two w o r k s h o p s , and e l e c t e d an A f r i c a n 
C o - o r d i n a t i n g Committee f o r NGOs on t h e Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e . The r e p o r t o f t h e 
Symposium has been i s s u e d as a s p e c i a l b u l l e t i n o f t h e D i v i s i o n f o r P a l e s t i n i a n 
R i g h t s , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h a t o f t h e s e m i n a r . 

D g c t a r a t i o a 

We, t h e n o n -governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t h e Second U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s A f r i c a n R e g i o n a l Symposium on the Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , a r e g a t h e r e d 
i n C a i r o a t a h i s t o r i c moment when th e P a l e s t i n i a n s t r u g g l e f o r 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and i n d ependence has e n t e r e d a d e c i s i v e phase. We h a i l and 
s u p p o r t t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e i n i t s q u e s t f o r n a t i o n a l 
l i b e r a t i o n and t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f i t s own i n d e p e n d e n t s o v e r e i g n n a t i o n a l 
S t a t e . 

We f u l l y s u p p o r t t h e peace p r o j e c t e n u n c i a t e d a t t h e N i n e t e e n t h 
E x t r a o r d i n a r y S e s s i o n o f t h e P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l , convened from 13 t o 
15 November 1988 a t A l g i e r s , as now r e f l e c t e d i n U n i t e d N a t i o n s G e n e r a l 
Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s 43/176 and 43/177 o f 15 December 1988. 
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S p e c i f i c a l l y we welcome and e x p r e s s our s u p p o r t f o r t h e h i s t o r i c 
p r o c l a m a t i o n o f t h e S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e i n l i n e w i t h G e n e r a l Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 181 ( I I ) . 

We c a l l upon a l l Governments t h a t have n o t r e c o g n i z e d t h e new S t a t e o f 
P a l e s t i n e t o do so and urge g o v e r n m e n t a l and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o 
e x t e n d e v e r y a s s i s t a n c e f o r the s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f the e d u c a t i o n a l , m e d i c a l , 
economic and s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s , a n e c e s s a r y s t e p 
f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f the P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e . 

F u r t h e r , we h a i l the s t r u g g l e o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e t h r o u g h the 
i n t i f a d e h , now o v e r one y e a r o l d , as the p o p u l a r e x p r e s s i o n o f i t s 
i r r e p r e s s i b l e w i l l t o c r e a t e c i r c u m s t a n c e s f o r s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and 
in d e p e n d e n c e . We c a l l upon the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o g i v e u n f l i n c h i n g 
s u p p o r t t o t h e i n t i f a d a h and u n i t e i n p r e s s i n g f o r an end t o i l l e g a l I s r a e l i 
o c c u p a t i o n , d e n i a l o f the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e and 
g r o s s human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . 

We c a l l f o r the prompt c o n v e n i n g o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on 
th e M i d d l e E a s t under U n i t e d N a t i o n s a u s p i c e s , i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t he 
g u i d e l i n e s s p e l t o ut under r e l e v a n t U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176 of December 1988. 

We a r e aware o f the major o b s t a c l e s t h a t have t h w a r t e d the c o n v e n i n g o f 
th e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e u n t i l now and t h e impediments t h a t r e m a i n . 
But we a r e u n i t e d i n our d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o overcome any b a r r i e r s t o the peace 
p r o c e s s and the c o n v e n i n g o f the C o n f e r e n c e . We u n d e r t a k e t o a r o u s e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i c o p i n i o n f o r the h o l d i n g o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace 
C o n f e r e n c e u n t i l i t i s convened. 

We r e a f f i r m t h a t peace i n the M i d d l e E a s t i s u n a c h i e v a b l e w i t h o u t a j u s t 
s o l u t i o n o f t h e P a l e s t i n e p r o b l e m , and r e c o g n i z e t h a t peace e f f o r t s i n t h e 
M i d d l e E a s t , and p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e new t h r u s t o f P a l e s t i n i a n s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
r e f l e c t i n g a r e a l i s t i c and g e n u i n e d e s i r e f o r p r i n c i p l e d peace, f a c i l i t a t e and 
form p a r t o f a b r o a d e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace i n i t i a t i v e . We f i r m l y b e l i e v e t h a t 
i n d e p endence and peace f o r P a l e s t i n e w o u l d c o n t r i b u t e p o s i t i v e l y t o g l o b a l 
p e a c e . 

We condemn t h e r e p r e s s i o n i n the West Bank and Gaza S t r i p and i t s 
e s c a l a t i o n s . I n t e r n a t i o n a l v i g i l a n c e i n m o n i t o r i n g human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s 
p e r p e t r a t e d a g a i n s t P a l e s t i n i a n s i s r e q u i r e d now more t h a n e v e r . 

We, t h e r e f o r e , e s p e c i a l l y i n vie w o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e g i t i m a c y g a i n e d 
by t h e P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l ' s d e c l a r a t i o n o f a P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e t o be 
e s t a b l i s h e d on the P a l e s t i n i a n homeland, c a l l f o r t h e immediate i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
o f G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176 c o n c e r n i n g t h e p l a c i n g o f t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y o c c u p i e d by I s r a e l s i n c e 1967 under t h e s u p e r v i s i o n o f 
the U n i t e d N a t i o n s f o r a l i m i t e d p e r i o d , as an e s s e n t i a l p a r t o f t h e peace 
p r o c e s s . Such an i m p o r t a n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r e s e n c e w i l l e n s u r e t h e p h y s i c a l 
p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e o f t h e West Bank and Gaza S t r i p . The 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s and i n t e r n a t i o n a l community a r e c a l l e d upon t o b e a r f u l l 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the p r o t e c t i o n and s a f e t y o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e under 
o c c u p a t i o n . 
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We r e a f f i r m t h a t I s r a e l i s e t t l e m e n t s i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s a r e 
i l l e g a l and r e a s s e r t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l c a l l f o r the d i s m a n t l i n g and e v a c u a t i o n 
o f t h o s e s e t t l e m e n t s on t h e West Bank and Gaza S t r i p as p r o c l a i m e d i n G e n e r a l 
A ssembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176. We c a l l upon t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , Governments and 
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o t a k e c o n c r e t e a c t i o n s t o p r e v e n t the I s r a e l i 
r u l e r s from e s t a b l i s h i n g new s e t t l e m e n t s . We a l s o r e a f f i r m our p l e d g e t o 
f u r t h e r our s u p p o r t f o r the r i g h t o f the P a l e s t i n i a n s t o r e t u r n t o t h e i r 
homeland i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 194 of 1948. 

We f u r t h e r r e a f f i r m t h e s t r o n g c o n n e c t i o n between the s t r u g g l e f o r 
n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n and peace w i t h j u s t i c e i n the M i d d l e E a s t and t h a t i n 
s o u t h e r n A f r i c a . We e x p r e s s our t o t a l and u n f l i n c h i n g s u p p o r t f o r the 
s t r u g g l e f o r t h e r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t s of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , independence 
and o t h e r human r i g h t s i n N a m i b i a and South A f r i c a , w h i c h must be e n j o y e d on 
t h e b a s i s o f e q u a l i t y and n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . We c a l l upon a l l S t a t e s and t h e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to s t o p a i d i n g I s r a e l and a p a r t h e i d S o u t h A f r i c a , and 
urge A f r i c a n S t a t e s t o c o n t i n u e the s e v e r a n c e of a l l r e l a t i o n s w i t h and the 
i s o l a t i o n o f b o t h régimes u n t i l the p e o p l e r e a l i z e i t s i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s . 

We r e a f f i r m the n e c e s s i t y of s t r e n g t h e n i n g A f r o - A r a b c o - o p e r a t i o n as an 
i n d i s p e n s a b l e medium of p r o m o t i n g the development of the two ( A f r i c a n and 
A r ab) p e o p l e s , as w e l l as t h e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t d o m i n a t i o n and r a c i a l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n s o u t h e r n A f r i c a and i n I s r a e l i o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n e . 

As n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , we r e s o l v e t o e x e r t e v e r y e f f o r t t o 
oppose t h e c o - o p e r a t i o n between I s r a e l and a p a r t h e i d S o u t h A f r i c a . We condemn 
t h e i r m i l i t a r y n u c l e a r b u i l d - u p , w h i c h i s a s e r i o u s t h r e a t t o r e g i o n a l and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . 

We e x p r e s s our s o l i d a r i t y w i t h d e m o c r a t i c and p e a c e - l o v i n g f o r c e s i n 
I s r a e l , w h i c h s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n i s t , e x p a n s i o n i s t and 
m i l i t a r i s t p o l i c i e s and a c t i o n s , and w h i c h s u p p o r t the i n t i f a d a h . t h e 
p r o c l a i m e d i n d e p e n d e n t P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e on P a l e s t i n i a n l a n d and t h e 
i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . We s t r o n g l y condemn th e u n j u s t 
I s r a e l i law w h i c h p r o h i b i t s c o n t a c t s between the p e o p l e o f I s r a e l and t h e PLO 
and demand i t s t o t a l and immediate a b r o g a t i o n . 

We append t h e workshop r e p o r t s and urge A f r i c a n n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o work i n a c o - o r d i n a t e d way t o implement t h e recommendations. 
We n o t e t h e comments o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o - o r d i n a t i n g Committee f o r NGOs on 
t h e Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e and i t s e x p r e s s i o n of a s s i s t a n c e i n t h e development 
o f our work. 

We have f u r t h e r d e c i d e d t o o r g a n i z e our work t h r o u g h an A f r i c a n 
c o - o r d i n a t i n g committee. ... We ask t h a t t h i s r e p o r t be d i s s e m i n a t e d as 
w i d e l y as p o s s i b l e t h r o u g h o u t A f r i c a and t h r o u g h t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l network o f 
n on-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , as w e l l as t o t h e media. We r e q u e s t t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o p r o v i d e t h e f i n a n c i a l means f o r one m e e t i n g o f t h e A f r i c a n 
C o - o r d i n a t i n g Committee p e r y e a r , i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l NGO 
M e e t i n g on t h e Q u e s t i o n of P a l e s t i n e . 

We thank the U n i t e d N a t i o n s Committee on t h e E x e r c i s e o f t h e I n a l i e n a b l e 
R i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e , t h e D i v i s i o n f o r P a l e s t i n i a n R i g h t s , t h e 
Department o f C o n f e r e n c e S e r v i c e s o f the S e c r e t a r i a t and our g r a c i o u s E g y p t i a n 
h o s t s f o r t h e i r e f f o r t s t o e n s u r e the s u c c e s s o f t h e A f r i c a n NGO Symposium. 
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ANNEX IV 

C o n c l u s i o n s and recommendations a d o p t e d by t h e Twenty-second 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s Seminar on the Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e 

(New Y o r k , 19 and 20 June 1989) 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

1. The Twenty-second U n i t e d N a t i o n s Seminar on t h e Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e ( S i x t h 
N o r t h A m e r i c a n R e g i o n a l S e m i n a r ) , e n t i t l e d "The i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f the 
P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e " , was h e l d a t U n i t e d N a t i o n s H e a d q u a r t e r s , New Y o r k , on 19 and 
20 June 1989, i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the terms o f G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 42/66 В 
of 2 December 1987. 

2. H.E. Mrs. Absa C l a u d e D i a l l o ( S e n e g a l ) , Chairman o f t h e Committee on t h e 
E x e r c i s e o f the I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e , was Chairman; 
H.E. Mr. A l e x a n d e r Borg O l i v i e r ( M a l t a ) , R a p p o r t e u r of the Committee, was 
V i c e - C h a i r m a n ; and H.E. Mr. Tom Ob a l e h Kargbo ( S i e r r a Leone) was R a p p o r t e u r o f the 
se m i n a r . 

3. Four m e e t i n g s were h e l d and 12 p a n e l i s t s p r e s e n t e d p a p e r s on s e l e c t e d a s p e c t s 
of the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e . I n a d d i t i o n , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 57 Governments, 
P a l e s t i n e , two non-member S t a t e s , two U n i t e d N a t i o n s o r g a n s , s i x U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s and b o d i e s , t h r e e i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , as w e l l as 
two n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movements a t t e n d e d the s e m i n a r . 

4. At t h e o p e n i n g s e s s i o n , a message o f t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l o f t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s , Mr. J a v i e r P e r e z de C u e l l a r , was r e a d o u t by h i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 
Mr. Naseem M i r z a , C h i e f o f the D i v i s i o n f o r P a l e s t i n i a n R i g h t s . 
Mrs. Absa C l a u d e D i a l l o , Chairman of the s e m i n a r , a l s o a d d r e s s e d t h e m e e t i n g . 

5. A message from Mr. Y a s s e r A r a f a t , Chairman o f the E x e c u t i v e Committee o f t h e 
P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n , was r e a d out by Mr. Zuh d i L. T e r z i , Permanent 
O b s e r v e r o f P a l e s t i n e t o the U n i t e d N a t i o n s . 

6. O t h e r s t a t e m e n t s were made a t the o p e n i n g s e s s i o n by t h e f o l l o w i n g : 
Mr. T e s f a y e Tadesse ( E t h i o p i a ) , Chairman o f the S p e c i a l Committee on t h e S i t u a t i o n 
w i t h r e g a r d t o the I m p l e m e n t a t i o n of the D e c l a r a t i o n on the G r a n t i n g o f 
Independence t o C o l o n i a l C o u n t r i e s and P e o p l e s , Mr. Guennadi Oudovenko ( U k r a i n i a n 
S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c ) , A c t i n g Chairman o f the S p e c i a l Committee a g a i n s t 
A p a r t h e i d , Mr. Daya P e r e r a ( S r i L a n k a ) , Chairman o f the S p e c i a l Committee t o 
I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g t h e Human R i g h t s o f t h e P o p u l a t i o n o f t h e 
Occupied T e r r i t o r i e s , Mr. Ahmet E g i n Ansay, Permanent O b s e r v e r o f t h e O r g a n i z a t i o n 
of the I s l a m i c C o n f e r e n c e and Mr. Tebogo M a f o l e , C h i e f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e 
A f r i c a n N a t i o n a l Congress o f Sou t h A f r i c a . 

7. The seminar a d o p t e d a r e s o l u t i o n r e q u e s t i n g t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l and the 
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o j o i n i n an immediate c o m m u n i c a t i o n t o I s r a e l , 
r e q u e s t i n g t h a t i t s h o u l d r e s c i n d the r e c e n t o r d e r f o r t h e d e p o r t a t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n i a n s . The seminar a l s o adopted a message t o Mr. Y a s s e r A r a f a t , Chairman o f 
the E x e c u t i v e Committee o f t h e P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n . 
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8. Two p a n e l s were e s t a b l i s h e d . The p a n e l s and t h e i r p a n e l i s t s were as f o l l o w s : 

P a n e l I . (a) "The u r g e n c y o f c o n v e n i n g t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on 
the M i d d l e E a s t " ; (b) "The i n t i f a d a h i n the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y and i t s 
i m p a c t on t h e achievement o f a comprehensive s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e M i d d l e E a s t 
c o n f l i c t " : Mr. M o r d e c h a i Bar-On ( I s r a e l ) , Rev. E l i a s Chacour ( P a l e s t i n i a n ) , 
Mr. R a f a e l E s t r e l l a ( S p a i n ) , Mr. James G r a f f ( Canada), Ms. Z a h i r a Kamal 
( P a l e s t i n i a n ) , Mr. L a t y r Kamara ( S e n e g a l ) , Mr. P a u l McClos)cey ( U n i t e d S t a t e s o f 
A m e r i c a ) , Ms. M a r g a r e t McCormack ( U n i t e d S t a t e s ) , Mr. J a c k O ' D e l l ( U n i t e d S t a t e s ) , 
Mr. V. P. Vor o b y o v ( U n i o n o f S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c s ) , Mr. James Zogby ( U n i t e d 
S t a t e s ) . 

P a n e l I I . "The r o l e o f t h e P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n i n t h e s o c i a l , 
c u l t u r a l , economic and p o l i t i c a l development o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e " : 
Mr. Mohammad Abu Kosh ( P a l e s t i n i a n ) . 

9. The r e p o r t o f t h e s e m i n a r , i n c l u d i n g summaries o f t h e p r o c e e d i n g s , has been 
p u b l i s h e d as a s p e c i a l b u l l e t i n o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s D i v i s i o n f o r P a l e s t i n i a n 
R i g h t s . 

C o n c l u s i o n s and recommendations 

10. The c o n c l u s i o n s and recommendations ad o p t e d by the se m i n a r a r e as f o l l o w s : 

(a) The p a r t i c i p a n t s ^/ i n the seminar e x p r e s s e d t h e i r c o n v i c t i o n t h a t r e c e n t 
developments r e g a r d i n g t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t and i t s c o r e , t h e q u e s t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n e , have c r e a t e d a new momentum f o r b r i n g i n g about a s o l u t i o n t o t h i s 
c o m p l i c a t e d and dangerous c o n f l i c t on the b a s i s o f r e s o l u t i o n s o f t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s and w i t h i n i t s framework. Those developments a r e m a i n l y due t o t h e 
courageous and d e t e r m i n e d s t r u g g l e o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e t o a t t a i n and e x e r c i s e 
i t s i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s , p r i m a r i l y t he r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , as d r a m a t i c a l l y 
m a n i f e s t e d i n t h e c o n t i n u i n g P a l e s t i n i a n u p r i s i n g , t he i n t i f a d a h , i n t h e o c c u p i e d 
P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . The p r e s e n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l c l i m a t e , w h i c h i s c h a r a c t e r i t e d 
by i n c r e a s i n g c o - o p e r a t i o n and t h e p o l i t i c a l w i l l t o s o l v e r e g i o n a l c o n f l i c t s i n a 
p e a c e f u l way t h r o u g h n e g o t i a t i o n s , i s s p e c i a l l y c o n d u c i v e t o t h e s e a r c h f o r a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e , j u s t and l a s t i n g s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e . I t i s 
i m p o r t a n t t h a t t h i s h i s t o r i c o p p o r t u n i t y not be m i s s e d . 

(b) The p a r t i c i p a n t s welcomed the r e s u l t s o f t h e N i n e t e e n t h E x t r a o r d i n a r y 
S e s s i o n o f t h e P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l , h e l d a t A l g i e r s i n November 1988, and, 
i n p a r t i c u l a r , t he p o l i t i c a l s t a t e m e n t , as w e l l as the p r o c l a m a t i o n o f an 
ind e p e n d e n t P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e , as a p o s i t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n towards a p e a c e f u l 
s e t t l e m e n t o f the c o n f l i c t i n the r e g i o n . The d e c i s i o n a d o p t e d a t A l g i e r s and t h e 
p o s i t i o n o u t l i n e d by Mr. Y a s s e r A r a f a t , Chairman o f the E x e c u t i v e Committee o f t h e 
PLO, i n h i s a d d r e s s t o the U n i t e d N a t i o n s G e n e r a l Assembly a t Geneva on 
13 December 1988, as w e l l as i n o t h e r forums, a r e i m p o r t a n t l a n dmarks i n t h e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l endeavours towards a c h i e v i n g a j u s t s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e q u e s t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n e and have r e s u l t e d i n i n c r e a s e d s u p p o r t by a l l s e c t o r s o f t h e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community f o r t h e c o n v e n i n g o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on 
the M i d d l e E a s t . 

(c ) The seminar welcomed the i n i t i a t i o n o f a d i a l o g u e between t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s and t h e PLO as a p o s i t i v e measure w h i c h c o n t r i b u t e d t o r e d r e s s i n g t h e 
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i m b a l a n c e between th e p a r t i e s . I t was hoped t h a t t h e d i a l o g u e w o u l d l e a d t o t h e 
removal o f o b s t a c l e s i n the way o f c o n v e n i n g t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on 
t h e M i d d l e E a s t w h i c h , among o t h e r t h i n g s , s h o u l d e n s u r e the f u l l e x e r c i s e by the 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e o f i t s l e g i t i m a t e n a t i o n a l r i g h t s i n P a l e s t i n e . The w i s h was 
e x p r e s s e d t h a t such c o n t a c t s would l e a d t o c o n c r e t e developments and t o a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e s e t t l e m e n t o f the c o n f l i c t . The seminar u r g e d the Government o f t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s t o c o n t i n u e i t s c o n t a c t s w i t h the PLO and t o b r o a d e n the p o l i t i c a l 
scope o f t h a t d i a l o g u e . 

(d) The p a r t i c i p a n t s s t r e s s e d t h a t the o n g o i n g u p r i s i n g o f the P a l e s t i n i a n 
p e o p l e , now i n i t s n i n e t e e n t h month, c o n f i r m s , i n no u n c e r t a i n t e r m s , t h a t the 
P a l e s t i n i a n s a r e d e t e r m i n e d t o r e s i s t , r e j e c t and end I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y o c c u p i e d s i n c e 1967. The peace i n i t i a t i v e s t a k e n by the 
P a l e s t i n i a n l e a d e r s h i p , as w e l l as the p r o c l a m a t i o n of t h e i n d e p e n d e n t S t a t e of 
P a l e s t i n e by the P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l a t i t s n i n e t e e n t h e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
s e s s i o n , have r e c e i v e d e n t h u s i a s t i c s u p p o r t from an o v e r w h e l m i n g m a j o r i t y o f 
S t a t e s , w h i c h have h a i l e d i t as a c o n c r e t e c o n t r i b u t i o n towards peace. 
S i g n i f i c a n t l y , a l a r g e number of S t a t e s ( o v e r 90) have a l r e a d y f o r m a l l y r e c o g n i z e d 
the S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e . 

(e) The p a r t i c i p a n t s a greed t h a t i t was incumbent upon the Government of 
I s r a e l t o r e s p o n d p o s i t i v e l y t o the s t a n d t a k e n by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , w h i c h has been welcomed and p r a i s e d by t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community. I s r a e l can no l o n g e r i g n o r e the n a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s o f the 
P a l e s t i n i a n s and deny them t h e i r p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . The seminar c o n s i d e r e d t h a t the 
s o - c a l l e d peace i n i t i a t i v e p r o p o s e d by the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s was i n a d e q u a t e . 
Under th e I s r a e l i p l a n , the o n l y f u n c t i o n o f t h e e l e c t e d d e l e g a t e s w o u l d seem t o be 
t o r u b b e r stamp th e p o l i c i e s of the o c c u p y i n g Power. Any v i a b l e peace p r o p o s a l 
must i n c l u d e i n t e r i m measures of p r o t e c t i o n f o r t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e and measures 
w h i c h w o u l d e n a b l e the P a l e s t i n i a n s t o e x e r c i s e f u l l y t h e i r r i g h t s t o 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The p a r t i c i p a n t s n o t e d t h a t , as l o n g as the I s r a e l i e l e c t i o n 
p r o p o s a l s remained s e p a r a t e from the f i n a l o b j e c t i v e of the e x e r c i s e by t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e of i t s r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , t h e y w o u l d be n o t h i n g b u t a 
d e v i c e f o r p e r p e t u a t i n g I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n . 

( f ) The s e m inar took note o f and welcomed th e r e s o l u t i o n s on t h e q u e s t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n e a d o p t e d by the G e n e r a l Assembly a t i t s f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n on 
15 December 1988 a t Geneva. In p a r t i c u l a r , i t s t r e s s e d t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e and 
t i m e l i n e s s o f Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176 o f 15 December 1988 c a l l i n g f o r t h e 
c o n v e n i n g of t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e E a s t , under t h e 
a u s p i c e s o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f a l l p a r t i e s t o t h e 
c o n f l i c t , i n c l u d i n g the PLO, on an e q u a l f o o t i n g , and the f i v e permanent members o f 
the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , based on S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s 242 (1967) of 
22 November 1967 and 338 (1973) of 22 O c t o b e r 1973 and the l e g i t i m a t e n a t i o n a l 
r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , p r i m a r i l y the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I t 
e x p r e s s e d i t s f u l l s u p p o r t f o r the p r i n c i p l e s c o n t a i n e d i n p a r a g r a p h 3 o f Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 43/176, as a b a s i s f o r the a chievement of a c o m p r e h e n s i v e peace. 
C o g n i z a n t o f t h e r o l e o f the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l i n m a i n t a i n i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace 
and s e c u r i t y , the p a r t i c i p a n t s i n the s e m inar u r g e d the C o u n c i l t o e x p e d i t e t h e 
c o n v e n i n g o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t , and t o adopt 
i n t e r i m measures, i n c l u d i n g the deployment o f a U n i t e d N a t i o n s p e a c e - k e e p i n g f o r c e 
t o s a f e g u a r d t h e p h y s i c a l s e c u r i t y o f t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n 
t e r r i t o r y , and t o b r i n g about s t a b i l i t y i n the r e g i o n p e n d i n g agreement on a f i n a l 
c o m p rehensive s e t t l e m e n t . The p a r t i c i p a n t s c o n s i d e r e d t h a t i t was incumbent upon 
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I s r a e l t o t e r m i n a t e i t s o c c u p a t i o n i n c o m p l i a n c e w i t h S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 
242 (1967) and t o a c c e p t the terms f o r a l a s t i n g and comprehensive s e t t l e m e n t , as 
a g r e e d by t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community as a whole, as s t a t e d above. 

(g) The p a r t i c i p a n t s r e g r e t t e d t h a t one permanent member had p r e v e n t e d the 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l from t a k i n g a c t i o n on measures i n d i s p e n s a b l e f o r e n s u r i n g the 
s a f e t y and p r o t e c t i o n o f P a l e s t i n i a n s i n the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . They 
p o i n t e d o u t t h a t , t a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t the g r a v i t y o f t h e a c t s o f v i o l e n c e and 
r e p r e s s i o n by I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s a g a i n s t P a l e s t i n i a n c i v i l i a n s i n t h e o c c u p i e d 
t e r r i t o r y , t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l s h o u l d assume i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s and p r o v i d e f o r 
the p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e under o c c u p a t i o n . They c a l l e d upon 
I s r a e l , as the o c c u p y i n g Power, t o r e s p e c t the Geneva C o n v e n t i o n r e l a t i v e t o the 
P r o t e c t i o n o f C i v i l i a n P e r s o n s i n Time of War, of 1949, a c c e p t the de j u r e 
a p p l i c a b i l i t y o f t h e C o n v e n t i o n t o the P a l e s t i n i a n and o t h e r Arab t e r r i t o r i e s 
o c c u p i e d s i n c e 1967, i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m , and f u l l y comply w i t h i t s o b l i g a t i o n s 
under t h a t C o n v e n t i o n . 

(h) The p a r t i c i p a n t s e x p r e s s e d s e r i o u s c o n c e r n a t the c o n t i n u e d g r a v e 
v i o l a t i o n s o f the human r i g h t s o f the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n i n the o c c u p i e d 
t e r r i t o r y . The e n t i r e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, as r e p r e s e n t e d a t the U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s and o t h e r forums, has r e p e a t e d l y d e c l a r e d t h a t t he I s r a e l i a c t s o f v i o l e n c e 
a g a i n s t the P a l e s t i n i a n s i n the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y a r e b l a t a n t 
v i o l a t i o n s o f t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f the Geneva C o n v e n t i o n r e l a t i v e t o the P r o t e c t i o n o f 
C i v i l i a n P e r s o n s i n Time of War, w h i c h i s f u l l y b i n d i n g on I s r a e l - a S t a t e P a r t y 
t o t h e C o n v e n t i o n . The I s r a e l i a c t i o n s a r e a l s o c o n t r a r y t o U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
r e s o l u t i o n s and t o t h e g e n e r a l l y a c c e p t e d norms of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. I n Gaza 
e s p e c i a l l y , new measures t o c o n t r o l t he movement of i n d i v i d u a l s had p r o d u c e d 
t i n d e r - b o x c o n d i t i o n s t h a t c o u l d i g n i t e a t any moment. I n t h e West Bank, s e t t l e r 
v i g i l a n c e t h r e a t e n e d t o d e g e n e r a t e i n t o l a r g e - s c a l e b l o o d - l e t t i n g . New e x t r e m i s t 
e l e m e n t s were t a k i n g o v e r and had begun k i l l i n g women and c h i l d r e n . The 
p a r t i c i p a n t s s t r o n g l y opposed t h e p r e s e n c e o f s e t t l e r s i n the o c c u p i e d 
t e r r i t o r i e s . They e x p r e s s e d the vie w t h a t t he I s r a e l i p o l i c y o f e s t a b l i s h i n g 
s e t t l e m e n t s i n t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y was not o n l y a u s u r p a t i o n o f t h e i n a l i e n a b l e 
r i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , b u t a l s o an o b s t a c l e t o the s o l u t i o n o f t h e 
A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t . 

( i ) The p a r t i c i p a n t s drew p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n t o the damaging e f f e c t s o f t h e 
b l a n k e t c l o s u r e o f s c h o o l s , i n c l u d i n g p r i m a r y s c h o o l s and k i n d e r g a r t e n s , as w e l l as 
th e b a r r i n g o f any a l t e r n a t i v e t e a c h i n g i n t h e West Bank, w h i c h had s e r i o u s 
i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r the e d u c a t i o n and c o g n i t i v e development of an e n t i r e g e n e r a t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n i a n c h i l d r e n . The p a r t i c i p a n t s n o t e d f u r t h e r t h a t t h o s e m a s s i v e v i o l a t i o n s 
o f human r i g h t s had not succeeded i n e n d i n g the i n t i f a d a h and were bound t o f a i l . 
M o r e o v e r , p e r s i s t e n c e by I s r a e l i n a c t s o f a g g r e s s i o n a g a i n s t n e i g h b o u r i n g S t a t e s , 
i n p a r t i c u l a r Lebanon, endangered s e c u r i t y i n t h e r e g i o n . 

( j ) The p a r t i c i p a n t s e x p r e s s e d t h e i r c o n c e r n a t t h e r e p r e s s i v e economic 
measures by I s r a e l aimed a t b r i n g i n g about t h e economic s t r a n g u l a t i o n o f t h e 
o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s . I n p a r t i c u l a r , t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s e x p r e s s e d 
o u t r a g e a t t h e p o l i c i e s o f l a r g e - s c a l e , u p r o o t i n g o f t r e e s , a p p r o p r i a t i o n o f w a t e r 
r e s o u r c e s and wanton d e s t r u c t i o n o f houses and b u i l d i n g s , w h i c h a r e c a u s i n g 
i r r e p a r a b l e damage t o t h e e n v i r o n m e n t and v e r y s e r i o u s s o c i a l and economic 
consequences f o r t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e under o c c u p a t i o n . 
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(к) The seminar a p p e a l e d t o t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o t a k e u r g e n t measures t o 
p r o t e c t the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e under o c c u p a t i o n , t o g u a r a n t e e the s a f e t y and 
s e c u r i t y and the l e g a l and human r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n r e f u g e e s i n a l l t h e 
t e r r i t o r i e s under I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n . The U n i t e d N a t i o n s system, as w e l l as 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l , r e g i o n a l and n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , s h o u l d c o n t i n u e and s t r e n g t h e n 
t h e i r h u m a n i t a r i a n a s s i s t a n c e t o the P a l e s t i n i a n s under o c c u p a t i o n and t o 
P a l e s t i n i a n r e f u g e e s . I n p a r t i c u l a r , the seminar u r g e d an e x p a n s i o n o f the Refugee 
A f f a i r s O f f i c e r Programme of the U n i t e d N a t i o n s R e l i e f and Works Agency f o r 
P a l e s t i n e Refugees i n the Near E a s t (UNRWA), w h i c h p r o v i d e s some measure o f 
p r o t e c t i o n by m o n i t o r i n g b e h a v i o u r towards the P a l e s t i n i a n s by I s r a e l , the 
o c c u p y i n g Power. The seminar b e l i e v e d t h a t the number of R e l i e f Agency 
O r g a n i z a t i o n s i n the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y s h o u l d be i n c r e a s e d t o p r o v i d e 
24 h o u r s ' m o n i t o r i n g s e r v i c e s . The p a r t i c i p a n t s u rged as w e l l the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of 
s t a f f e d n e u r o - s u r g i c a l f a c i l i t i e s i n s u i t a b l e h o s p i t a l s a t Gaza and N a b l u s , i n 
o r d e r t o p e r m i t immediate t r e a t m e n t of the i n c r e a s i n g number of P a l e s t i n i a n 
c i v i l i a n s s u f f e r i n g s e r i o u s head wounds, t o p r e v e n t d e a t h and permanent 
d i s a b i l i t y . At p r e s e n t , Maquassed H o s p i t a l i s the o n l y h o s p i t a l i n E a s t J e r u s a l e m 
t h a t has s u c h f a c i l i t i e s . P a l e s t i n i a n s s u f f e r i n g s e r i o u s head wounds must be 
t r a n s p o r t e d e i t h e r t o T e l A v i v or t o J e r u s a l e m f o r t r e a t m e n t , w h i c h r e s u l t s i n 
d e l a y s t h r e a t e n i n g t h e i r l i v e s or c a u s i n g permanent h a n d i c a p s . 

(1) The seminar a l s o u rged the U n i t e d N a t i o n s C h i l d r e n ' s Fund (UNICEF) and 
o t h e r s u i t a b l e U n i t e d N a t i o n s a g e n c i e s t o e s t a b l i s h programmes t o a d d r e s s the 
s p e c i a l needs of P a l e s t i n i a n c h i l d r e n , p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y and e m o t i o n a l l y t r a u m a t i z e d 
by t h e I s r a e l i Defence F o r c e and s e t t l e r v i o l e n c e d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t them, t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s , n e i g h b o u r s and p e e r s . The seminar s u p p o r t e d as w e l l the e x p a n s i o n o f the 
p r o t e c t i v e r o l e of t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee f o r t h e Red C r o s s (ICRC) and the 
e x t e n s i o n of i t s a c t i v i t i e s t o p r o v i d e emergency m e d i c a l s e r v i c e s a t a l l l e v e l s . 
P a r t i c i p a n t s b e l i e v e t h a t ICRC c o u l d be h e l p f u l i n e s t a b l i s h i n g the n e u r o - s u r g i c a l 
f a c i l i t i e s r e f e r r e d t o above. S u s t a i n e d and i n c r e a s e d s u p p o r t s h o u l d be c h a n n e l l e d 
t h r o u g h a l l a v a i l a b l e means, i n c l u d i n g the a g e n c i e s and b o d i e s o f the U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s system, i n p a r t i c u l a r t h r o u g h UNRWA, as w e l l as t h r o u g h n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s w o r k i n g d i r e c t l y i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y . The seminar c o n s i d e r e d 
t h a t i n t e n s i f i e d e f f o r t s towards g e n u i n e development of the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y , 
w i t h t h e c l o s e i n v o l v e m e n t of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e t h r o u g h i t s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 
t h e PLO, must be a n e c e s s a r y accompaniment of renewed e f f o r t s t o a c h i e v e a 
p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n o f t h e q u e s t i o n . 

(m) The seminar a f f i r m e d t h a t the d e n i a l o f t h e e x e r c i s e o f t h e l e g i t i m a t e 
n a t i o n a l r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e remains t h e c o r e of t h e c o n f l i c t i n t h e 
M i d d l e E a s t and t h a t a c o m p r e h e n s i v e , j u s t and l a s t i n g peace i n t h e r e g i o n c a n n o t 
be a c h i e v e d w i t h o u t the f u l l e x e r c i s e of t h o s e r i g h t s , and w i t h o u t the w i t h d r a w a l 
of I s r a e l from the P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y o c c u p i e d s i n c e 1967, i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m , 
and o t h e r o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s . I t f u r t h e r a f f i r m e d t h a t the PLO i s the s o l e 
l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , and, as s u c h , i s an e s s e n t i a l 
p a r t y t o any n e g o t i a t i o n s aimed a t r e s o l v i n g the c o n f l i c t by p e a c e f u l means. 

(n) The s e m i n a r a p p r e c i a t e d the e f f o r t s o f t h e Committee on t h e E x e r c i s e o f 
the I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e t o s e c u r e u n i v e r s a l r e c o g n i t i o n o f 
the i n a l i e n a b l e n a t i o n a l r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , and o f i t s 
recommendations, made i n i t s r e p o r t i n 1976, h/ and r e p e a t e d l y e n d o r s e d by the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s G e n e r a l Assembly s i n c e t h e n , f o r e n s u r i n g t h e e x e r c i s e by t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e o f t h o s e r i g h t s . The seminar a l s o n o t e d w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n t h e 
i n c r e a s e d s u p p o r t a t t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s f o r t h e programme o f a c t i o n u n d e r t a k e n by 
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the Committee. I t u rged the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o s u s t a i n and s t r e n g t h e n i t s 
s u p p o r t f o r the Committee's a c t i v i t i e s and e n d e a v o u r s , i n p a r t i c u l a r i t s e f f o r t s 
f o r f a c i l i t a t i n g t h e c o n v e n i n g o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e 
E a s t . 

(o) The s e m inar s t a t e d t h a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community was d e e p l y and f i r m l y 
c o n v i n c e d o f t h e u r g e n t need t o a c h i e v e a j u s t , c o m p r e h e n s i v e and l a s t i n g p o l i t i c a l 
s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t . There was a b r o a d consensus r e g a r d i n g the 
need f o r c o n v e n i n g the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176. Movement towards peace i n the 
r e g i o n was f a c i l i t a t e d by t h e c a r e f u l l y b a l a n c e d P a l e s t i n i a n p o s i t i o n . The 
c o n t i n u i n g o b s t a c l e was the i n f l e x i b l e a t t i t u d e of I s r a e l . The p a r t i c i p a n t s c a l l e d 
on I s r a e l t o abandon i t s n e g a t i v e p o s i t i o n and t o r e s p o n d p o s i t i v e l y t o 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s t o a t t a i n a j u s t s e t t l e m e n t . 

(p) The seminar welcomed th e p o s i t i v e r e s u l t s of the Arab Summit, h e l d a t 
C a s a b l a n c a i n May 1989. The Arab S t a t e s , once more, committed t h e m s e l v e s t o 
m e a n i n g f u l p o l i t i c a l and economic s u p p o r t to the P a l e s t i n i a n u p r i s i n g . The s e m inar 
welcomed, i n p a r t i c u l a r , the u n e q u i v o c a l s u p p o r t of the Summit f o r the c o n v e n i n g of 
t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t . Those a c t i o n s t a k e n 
u n a n i m o u s l y by t h e Summit c o n t r i b u t e d t o e f f o r t s f o r a c h i e v i n g a p e a c e f u l 
s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t and i t s c o r e , the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e . 

(q) The seminar n o t e d w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n N o r t h A m e r i c a 
was becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y aware of the p l i g h t of the P a l e s t i n i a n s under o c c u p a t i o n 
and t h e u r g e n t need t o f i n d a j u s t s o l u t i o n t o the q u e s t i o n of P a l e s t i n e . The 
seminar a g r e e d t h a t e f f o r t s s h o u l d be c o n t i n u e d and i n t e n s i f i e d t o m o b i l i z e 
o f f i c i a l and p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n N o r t h A m e r i c a , e s p e c i a l l y t h r o u g h the use o f the 
media and a c t i v i t i e s o f n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 
The U n i t e d N a t i o n s s h o u l d u n d e r t a k e a d d i t i o n a l e f f o r t s t o d i s s e m i n a t e f a c t u a l and 
u p - t o - d a t e i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e q u e s t i o n of P a l e s t i n e , the p l i g h t o f P a l e s t i n i a n s 
under o c c u p a t i o n and t h e u r g e n t need t o p r o v i d e i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o t e c t i o n t o the 
A r a b c i v i l i a n s i n t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y , as w e l l as the measures r e q u i r e d to be 
t a k e n f o r t h e a c h i e v e m e n t o f a j u s t s o l u t i o n t o the q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e on the 
b a s i s o f t h e a t t a i n m e n t and e x e r c i s e by the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e o f i t s i n a l i e n a b l e 
r i g h t s . The Committee on t h e E x e r c i s e of the I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 
P e o p l e and t h e D i v i s i o n o f P a l e s t i n i a n R i g h t s have an i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n t h e 
d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f s u c h i n f o r m a t i o n . 

( r ) The s e m i n a r c o n s i d e r e d t h a t t h e media and p u b l i c i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
u n i v e r s i t i e s , c o l l e g e s , r e s e a r c h i n s t i t u t e s , c h u r c h e s and o t h e r r e l i g i o u s 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s , as w e l l as n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , have a c r u c i a l r o l e t o p l a y i n the f o r m a t i o n o f p u b l i c opinion and 
i n i n f l u e n c i n g o f f i c i a l p o l i c y , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a and 
Canada. Those i n s t i t u t i o n s and t h e media s h o u l d be urged to give wider coverage 
and more b a l a n c e d t r e a t m e n t t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e . 
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а/ On 20 June 1989, Mr. M o r d e c h a i Bar-On, i n a w r i t t e n c o m m u n i c a t i o n , 
i n f o r m e d t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s D i v i s i o n f o r P a l e s t i n i a n R i g h t s t h a t he wanted t o 
e x p r e s s h i s a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the work of t h e Committee on the E x e r c i s e o f the 
I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e and h i s g r a t i t u d e f o r the o p p o r t u n i t y 
g i v e n t o him t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the s e m i n a r . He f e l t much sympathy w i t h most o f the 
w o r d i n g o f the c o n c l u s i o n s and recommendations of the s e m i n a r , y e t he f e l t t h a t he 
c o u l d not e n d o r s e them f o r m a l l y , s i n c e he h e l d d i f f e r e n t c o n v i c t i o n s w i t h r e s p e c t 
t o some i m p o r t a n t p o i n t s . He added t h a t t h e document was d r a f t e d , u n d e r s t a n d a b l y , 
from t h e p e r s p e c t i v e o f t h e Committee, w h i c h s t r e s s e d t h e r i g h t s o f t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n s , b u t t h a t i t g i v e s l i t t l e c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o t h e problems o f I s r a e l i n 
t h i s t r a g i c c o n f l i c t . 

b/ See O f f i c i a l R e c o rds o f t h e G e n e r a l Assembly, T h i r t y - f i r s t S e s s i o n , 
Supplement No. 3 5 ( A / 3 1 / 3 5 ) . 
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ANNEX V 

Declaration adopted by the United Nations North American 
Regional NGO Symposium on the Question of Palestine 

(New York, 21 to 23 June 1989) 

Introduction 

1- The Sixth North American Regional NGO Symposium on the Question of Palestine 
was held from 21 June to 23 June 1989, i n accordance with General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 43/175 В of 15 December 1988. 

2. Representatives of 106 non-governmental organizations from Canada and the 
United States of America p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the work of the Symposium, 35 of whom were 
observers. Several observers from Governments, intergovernmental organizations and 
United Nations bodies also p a r t i c i p a t e d . 

3. Mrs. Absa Claude D i a l l o (Senegal), Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise 
of the Inalienable Rights of the P a l e s t i n i a n People, opened the meeting on behalf 
of the Committee. The programme of the Symposium was elaborated by the Committee 
i n consultation with the North American Co-ordination Committee for NGOs on the 
Question of Pales t i n e . The o v e r a l l theme was "The in a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n people". 

4. The following panels were established: 

Panel I. "The i n t i f a d a h ; creating a new context for peace"; 
Ms. Zahira Kamal, Chairman, Palestine Federation of Women's Action Committees; 
Mr. Meir Amor, graduate student, Te l Aviv U n i v e r s i t y ; Rev. E l i a s Chacour, Melkite 
p r i e s t , G a l i l e e , I s r a e l . 

Panel I I . "Convening the International Peace Conference on the Middle East, 
i n accordance with United Nations General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176: implications 
f o r I s r a e l and the United States of the proclamation of the State of Palestin e , the 
P a l e s t i n i a n peace i n i t i a t i v e , and the i n t i f a d a h " : Mr. Mahdi Abdul-Hadi, foimder of 
the Arab Thought Forum, President, P a l e s t i n i a n Academic Society for the Study of 
International A f f a i r s , Jerusalem; Mr. Mattityahu Peled, Professor of Arabic 
L i t e r a t u r e , T e l Aviv U n i v e r s i t y ; Ms. Margaret McCormack, a p o l i t i c a l consultant 
from the United States of America. 

5. Eight workshops addressed the following t o p i c s ; 

(a) M o b i l i z i n g p u b l i c awareness i n North America: m o b i l i z i n g concern and 
support f o r : 

( i ) P a l e s t i n i a n c h i l d r e n ; 

( i i ) P a l e s t i n i a n medical and health services; 

( i i i ) The victims of punitive v i o l a t i o n s of the fourth Geneva Convention? 

(iv) P a l e s t i n i a n workers and t h e i r conditions of labour; 
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(b) Development o f a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d s t r a t e g i e s f o r b e t t e r c o - o r d i n a t i o n and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n i n N o r t h A m e r i c a : 

( i ) P e o p l e - t o - p e o p l e campaigns; 

( i i ) E l e c t o r a l i n i t i a t i v e s and m o b i l i z i n g p u b l i c o p i n i o n ; 

( i i i ) H u m a n i t a r i a n and m a t e r i a l a i d p r o j e c t s ; 

( i v ) C o n g r e s s i o n a l and p a r l i a m e n t a r y s t r a t e g i e s : human r i g h t s , f o r e i g n p o l i c y 
and f o r e i g n a i d . 

6. The D e c l a r a t i o n o f t h e Symposium was a d o p t e d u n a n i m o u s l y and i s r e p r o d u c e d 
below. The r e p o r t , i n c l u d i n g summaries o f t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n s , has been p u b l i s h e d as 
a s p e c i a l b u l l e t i n o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s D i v i s i o n f o r P a l e s t i n i a n R i g h t s . 

D e c l a r a t i o n 

We, the non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the S i x t h U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s N o r t h A m e r i c a n R e g i o n a l NGO Symposium on t h e Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , 
w i s h t o thank the U n i t e d N a t i o n s Committee on t h e E x e r c i s e o f t h e I n a l i e n a b l e 
R i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e f o r making t h i s m e e t i n g p o s s i b l e . We a r e 
i n d e e d honoured by t h e r e c e p t i o n , and the p r e s e n c e o f t h e members and 
o b s e r v e r s o f t h i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d U n i t e d N a t i o n s body. 

We w i s h a l s o t o thank t h e C h i e f o f t h e D i v i s i o n f o r P a l e s t i n i a n R i g h t s 
and a r e e s p e c i a l l y g r a t e f u l f o r h i s e n t h u s i a s t i c s u p p o r t t h r o u g h o u t our 
d e l i b e r a t i o n s . 

We w i s h t o thank a l s o t he l i a i s o n o f f i c e r s , t h e s t a f f o f t h e D i v i s i o n and 
th e Department o f C o n f e r e n c e S e r v i c e s o f the S e c r e t a r i a t f o r t h e i r i n v a l u a b l e 
a s s i s t a n c e i n t h e p r e p a r a t i o n and e x e c u t i o n o f t h i s m e e t i n g . 

We a r e enc o u r a g e d t h a t about 90 S t a t e s Members o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s have 
r e c o g n i s e d t h e S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e , and encourage our own Governments t o j o i n 
t h i s i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n s e n s u s . 

We n o t e w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n t h e r e c o r d a t t e n d a n c e and p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h i s 
y e a r ' s Symposium, and the commitment t o P a l e s t i n i a n r i g h t s and a j u s t and 
l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n t o the I s r a e l i / P a l e s t i n i a n c o n f l i c t t h a t s u c h p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
r e p r e s e n t s . 

We w i s h a l s o t o v o i c e our a p p r e c i a t i o n t o the d i s t i n g u i s h e d e x p e r t 
p a n e l i s t s , workshop o r g a n i z e r s , r e s o u r c e p e r s o n s and f a c i l i t a t o r s who o f f e r e d 
t h e i r i n v a l u a b l e i n s i g h t s i n t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e and t h e p o t e n t i a l 
c e n t r a l r o l e t o be p l a y e d by non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n N o r t h A m e r i c a . 
The p r a c t i c a l s u g g e s t i o n s and s t r a t e g i e s d e v e l o p e d i n t h e workshops a s s i s t e d 
us i n f o r m u l a t i n g f u t u r e c o l l a b o r a t i v e e f f o r t s i n N o r t h A m e r i c a and i n l i n k i n g 
our e f f o r t s t o a b r o a d e r g l o b a l network. 

We r e s o l u t e l y r e a f f i r m t he i n t e r n a t i o n a l consensus t h a t t h e PLO i s the 
s o l e and l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . We a f f i r m t h e 
i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h a l l r e l e v a n t 
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U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g t l i e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n w i t h o u t 
e x t e r n a l i n t e r f e r e n c e , the r i g h t t o e s t a b l i s h an i n d e p e n d e n t P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e 
on i t s own n a t i o n a l t e r r i t o r y under the l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e PLO, and t h e r i g h t 
o f r e t u r n . We r e s o l u t e l y r e a f f i r m the i n t e r n a t i o n a l c onsensus as e x p r e s s e d 
t h r o u g h G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/177, a c k n o w l e d g i n g the p r o c l a m a t i o n of 
t h e S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e by the P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l and t h e r e c o g n i t i o n 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s system of " P a l e s t i n e " i n p l a c e of the 
d e s i g n a t i o n " P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n " . 

We welcome the P a l e s t i n i a n peace i n i t i a t i v e as a c o n c r e t e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o 
t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a j u s t and l a s t i n g peace i n t h e r e g i o n . We c a l l upon the 
Governments o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s of A m e r i c a and I s r a e l t o a c c e p t t h i s 
i n i t i a t i v e by s u p p o r t i n g the immediate c o n v e n i n g o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace 
C o n f e r e n c e i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176. We a l s o 
c a l l upon t h e Government of Canada to s u p p o r t u n e q u i v o c a l l y the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Peace C o n f e r e n c e and t o use i t s i n f l u e n c e w i t h i n the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o 
s e c u r e unanimous s u p p o r t f o r t h a t c o n f e r e n c e . We condemn t h e Shamir 
" e l e c t i o n " p r o p o s a l as a mere p r e t e x t and t r a n s p a r e n t p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s p l o y t o 
c o v e r I s r a e l ' s i l l e g a l o c c u p a t i o n and i n t e n s i f i e d r e p r e s s i o n o f the i n t i f a d a h . 

We b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s m e e t i n g c o n t r i b u t e d t o the c o n s t r u c t i v e i n t e r a c t i o n 
between t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s and the N o r t h A m e r i c a n n on-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n community c o n c e r n e d w i t h the p r o m o t i o n o f the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f 
G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176 of 15 December 1988, c a l l i n g f o r an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l U n i t e d N a t i o n s s p o n s o r e d peace c o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t . 

We r e a f f i r m our u n w a v e r i n g commitment t o s u p p o r t the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e 
and i t s s t r u g g l e f o r s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . We c a l l f o r the immediate w i t h d r a w a l 
o f I s r a e l i f o r c e s from the P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s o c c u p i e d s i n c e 1967, 
i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m , and o t h e r o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s . 

We honour t h e v i c t i m s o f I s r a e l ' s b r u t a l and s e n s e l e s s r e p r e s s i o n o f t h e 
p o p u l a r P a l e s t i n i a n u p r i s i n g , i n c l u d i n g the many hundreds f a t a l l y s h o t , 
b e a t e n , g a s s e d and o t h e r w i s e b r u t a l l y murdered. We a l s o honour t h e s c o r e s o f 
t h o u s a n d s wounded and i m p r i s o n e d under inhuman c o n d i t i o n s i n v i o l a t i o n o f 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. 

We u n d e r t a k e t o i n t e n s i f y our e f f o r t s t o a l l e v i a t e t h e s u f f e r i n g o f t h o s e 
who have been t h e t a r g e t s o f I s r a e l i v i o l e n c e , e s p e c i a l l y t h e c h i l d r e n , many 
thou s a n d s o f whom have been maimed, p e r m a n e n t l y d i s a b l e d and e m o t i o n a l l y 
t r a u m a t i z e d . We c a l l upon U n i t e d N a t i o n s a g e n c i e s , e s p e c i a l l y the U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s C h i l d r e n ' s Fund, the U n i t e d N a t i o n s R e l i e f and Works Agency f o r 
P a l e s t i n e Refugees i n the Near E a s t (UNRWA), the W o r l d H e a l t h O r g a n i z a t i o n , 
t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s C e n t r e f o r Human R i g h t s and t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s Development 
Programme, t o i n t e n s i f y t h e i r e f f o r t s t o a d d r e s s the e d u c a t i o n a l , m e d i c a l and 
g e n e r a l economic and s o c i a l needs of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , i n c o - o p e r a t i o n 
w i t h P a l e s t i n i a n g r a s s - r o o t s o r g a n i z a t i o n s . We c a l l upon S t a t e s Members o f 
t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o i n c r e a s e t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n s and s u p p o r t f o r such 
e f f o r t s . 

We f u r t h e r commit o u r s e l v e s t o p r o v i d e m o r a l , p o l i t i c a l and m a t e r i a l 
s u p p o r t f o r t h e i n t i f a d a h . We r e c o g n i z e t h a t i n d e p e n d e n t s t a t e h o o d f o r 
P a l e s t i n e , as demanded by the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , l e d by t h e PLO, i s the 
e x p r e s s i o n o f P a l e s t i n i a n s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , as w e l l as a b a s i c n e c e s s i t y f o r 
t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n of t h e e n t i r e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . 
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We c a l l upon the U n i t e d N a t i o n s S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l and t h e 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o seek t o a r r a n g e an e x t r a o r d i n a r y s e s s i o n o f t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s G e n e r a l Assembly t o d i s c u s s the p r o t e c t i o n o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e 
i n t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y . We f u r t h e r c a l l upon t h a t e x t r a o r d i n a r y s e s s i o n to 
d i s p a t c h an i n t e r i m i n t e r n a t i o n a l p e a c e - k e e p i n g f o r c e t o r e p l a c e t h e I s r a e l i 
o c c u p y i n g f o r c e s i n o r d e r t o p r o v i d e p r o t e c t i o n and t o e n s u r e r e s p e c t f o r the 
human and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n p o p u l a t i o n of the West Bank and 
Gaza. In c a s e i t i s i m p o s s i b l e to o b t a i n such a f o r c e , we c a l l upon th e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s G e n e r a l Assembly t o r e q u e s t an A d v i s o r y O p i n i o n of t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o u r t of J u s t i c e on the a p p l i c a b i l i t y o f t h e 1949 Geneva 
C o n v e n t i o n and the o b l i g a t i o n t o pay c o m p e n s a t i o n f o r v i o l a t i o n s o f the 
C o n v e n t i o n . I n a d d i t i o n , we urge an e x p a n s i o n o f the Refugee A f f a i r s O f f i c e r 
Programme of UNRWA w h i c h p r o v i d e s some measures of p r o t e c t i o n by m o n i t o r i n g 
b e h a v i o u r towards the P a l e s t i n i a n s by I s r a e l , the o c c u p y i n g Power. 

We r e c o g n i z e and e x p r e s s our c o n c e r n f o r t h e r o l e t h a t r a c i s m , b o t h 
de f a c t o and de j u r e , p l a y s i n the s i t u a t i o n and t r e a t m e n t o f P a l e s t i n i a n s 
i n s i d e and o u t s i d e the 1967 o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y . S t a t e a c t i o n s d i r e c t e d 
a g a i n s t P a l e s t i n i a n s by the Government of I s r a e l , s u p p o r t e d by c o n t i n u e d 
U n i t e d S t a t e s a i d t o I s r a e l i n v i o l a t i o n of U n i t e d S t a t e s law, as made c l e a r 
i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s S t a t e Department human r i g h t s r e p o r t on I s r a e l and the 
o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s , shows c l e a r l y t h a t r a c i s m s e r v e s as a b u t t r e s s f o r 
d e n i a l o f the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . T h i s i s o f 
g r o w i n g immediate c o n c e r n as the number of house d e m o l i t i o n s , l a n d and w a t e r 
c o n f i s c a t i o n s are i n c r e a s i n g , b o t h w i t h i n I s r a e l and w i t h i n the o c c u p i e d 
t e r r i t o r y , under the p r e t e x t of s u p p r e s s i o n of the i n t i f a d a h . 

We a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y a l a r m e d a t the r e c e n t l y u n c o v e r e d document of the 
M i n i s t r y o f the I n t e r i o r of I s r a e l , d i r e c t i n g the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of the 1986 
( M a r k o w i t z ) Government commission r e p o r t , w h i c h c a l l s f o r the e r a d i c a t i o n of 
t e n s o f s o - c a l l e d " u n r e c o g n i z e d " P a l e s t i n i a n v i l l a g e s w i t h i n the g r e e n l i n e . 
We a l s o s u p p o r t the u r g e n t a p p e a l from the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o - o r d i n a t i n g 
Committee f o r NGOs on the Q u e s t i o n of P a l e s t i n e (ICCP) and w i l l work w i t h ICCP 
t o p r o t e s t the c u r r e n t l y p r o p o s e d amendment t o the I s r a e l i P r e v e n t i o n o f 
T e r r o r i s m O r d i n a n c e , w h i c h may become law by the end of June. By empowering 
t h e Government t o s e i z e a r b i t r a r i l y the p r o p e r t y o f , and s h u t down, community 
s e r v i c e o r g a n i z a t i o n s , on the p r e t e x t t h a t the s o u r c e s o f t h e i r f u n d i n g may be 
" t a i n t e d " , t h a t amendment t h r e a t e n s the a b i l i t y o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n community 
t o d e f e n d i t s e l f , among o t h e r t h i n g s , a g a i n s t the f i n a l phase of the 
J u d a i z a t i o n p r o c e s s . The amendment w i l l a l s o s e r i o u s l y t h r e a t e n the e x i s t e n c e 
o f P a l e s t i n i a n s o c i a l and n a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s i n E a s t J e r u s a l e m and can 
t h r e a t e n the r i g h t s of P a l e s t i n i a n s i n the West Bank and Gaza S t r i p as w e l l . 

We note w i t h a p p r e c i a t i o n the i n c r e a s i n g numbers o f I s r a e l i i n d i v i d u a l s 
and o r g a n i z a t i o n s who d e c r y r a c i s m , s u p p o r t a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n and s u p p o r t 
the n a t i o n a l and human r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . A c t i o n s s u c h as 
r e s i s t a n c e t o m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e i n the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y , p u b l i c 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , peace c a r a v a n s , v i s i t s t o P a l e s t i n i a n towns and v i l l a g e s t h a t 
have been a t t a c k e d by s o l d i e r s and s e t t l e r s , and t h e many o t h e r a c t i o n s and 
i n i t i a t i v e s o f I s r a e l i peace f o r c e s a r e e s s e n t i a l e l e m e n t s i n c h a n g i n g 
o f f i c i a l I s r a e l i p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s towards P a l e s t i n e . 

We a r e e n c o u r a g e d by G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/178 o f 
20 December 1988 f o r i t s a c t i o n s t a k e n t o empower th e U n i t e d N a t i o n s C e n t r e 
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f o r Human S e t t l e m e n t s ( H a b i t a t ) t o engage a committee o f e x p e r t s , i n 
c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h t h e PLO, f o r the purpose o f a com p r e h e n s i v e development p l a n 
i n t h e o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . We welcome the r e s o l u t i o n a d o p t e d by 
th e Commission on Human S e t t l e m e n t s on 2 May 1989, condemning I s r a e l ' s 
d e m o l i t i o n o f P a l e s t i n i a n homes and d e c r y i n g I s r a e l ' s a l t e r a t i o n o f t h e 
demographic c h a r a c t e r o f the 1967 o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s . 

We a r e a l s o e n c o u r a g e d t h a t t he Commission on Human R i g h t s has a c t i v e l y 
t a k e n up t h e i s s u e s o f P a l e s t i n i a n r i g h t s i n t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y and woul d 
encourage t h e Sub-Commission on the P r e v e n t i o n o f D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and 
P r o t e c t i o n o f M i n o r i t i e s t o t a k e up the i s s u e o f the i n e q u a l i t y o f I s r a e l i 
c i t i z e n s h i p t h a t d i s a d v a n t a g e s the P a l e s t i n i a n Arab m i n o r i t y w i t h i n I s r a e l . 

We acknowledge the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l ' s r e s o l u t i o n 1988/54 o f 
26 J u l y 1988, r e q u e s t i n g t he i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s s ystem, i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and non- g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o s u s t a i n and i n c r e a s e t h e i r a s s i s t a n c e t o t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 
p e o p l e i n c l o s e c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h t he PLO. 

The aim o f t h i s m e e t i n g i s t o d e v e l o p p r a c t i c a l o r g a n i z i n g s t r a t e g i e s and 
s u p p o r t p r o j e c t s f o r c o n c e r t e d a c t i o n by N o r t h A m e r i c a n n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . Our p r i m a r y work was c o n d u c t e d i n workshops and we r e c e i v e d 
t h e i r recommendations, and commend them t o a l l n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
f o r t h e i r c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . 
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ANNEX VI 

Dg c l g t r g i t i g n gidppted by t h g U n i t e d N a t i o n s Eyirgpggn R g g i g n a l 
NÇQ Symppsiyun on t h g Q y g g t i p n o f P g i j e s t i n g 

( V i e n n a , 28 and 29 August 1989) 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 
1. The U n i t e d N a t i o n s European R e g i o n a l NGO Symposium on t h e Q u e s t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n e , t h e t h i r d f o r t h e European r e g i o n , was h e l d under t h e a u s p i c e s o f the 
Committee on t h e E x e r c i s e o f the I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e a t 
the A u s t r i a C e n t r e , V i e n n a , on 28 and 29 August 1989. The Symposium was convened 
i n p u r s u a n c e o f G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s 42/66 A and В o f 2 December 1987. 

2. A t o t a l o f 214 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s a t t e n d e d t he 
Symposium, 132 of them as o b s e r v e r s . S e v e r a l o b s e r v e r s from Governments, 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . U n i t e d N a t i o n s b o d i e s and P a l e s t i n e a l s o p a r t i c i p a t e d . 

3. The Committee on the E x e r c i s e o f the I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 
P e o p l e was r e p r e s e n t e d by a d e l e g a t i o n composed o f Mrs. Absa C l a u d e D i a l l o 
( S e n e g a l ) , Chairman of the Committee; Mr. A l e x a n d e r B o r g O l i v i e r ( M a l t a ) , 
R a p p o r t e u r ; Mr. Guennadi Oudovenko ( U k r a i n i a n S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c ) ; 
Mr. A b d u l H a l i m B i n A l i ( M a l a y s i a ) and Mr. Zuh d i L. T e r z i (Permanent O b s e r v e r o f 
P a l e s t i n e t o t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s ) . 

4. The programme o f the Symposium was e l a b o r a t e d by the Committee i n c o n s u l t a t i o n 
w i t h t h e European C o - o r d i n a t i n g Committee f o r NGOs on t h e Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e . 
The o v e r a l l theme was "The i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e " . 

5. Two P a n e l s were h e l d . The f i r s t , e n t i t l e d "The dynamics o f t h e i n t i f a d a h and 
consequences f o r NGO a c t i v i t i e s " , was p r e s e n t e d by Mr. K h a l i l M a h s h i 
( P a l e s t i n i a n ) . The second was e n t i t l e d "The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e on t h e 
M i d d l e E a s t and t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f P a l e s t i n i a n s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n : The r o l e o f 
Europe " , a t w h i c h t h e f o l l o w i n g e x p e r t s made p r e s e n t a t i o n s : 
Mme M a r i e - C h r i s t i n e A u l a s ( F r a n c e ) , Dr. P e t e r J a n k o w i t s c h ( A u s t r i a ) and 
Mr. M i r o s l a v P r c h a l ( C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ) . 

6. F i v e workshops were a l s o h e l d on t h e f o l l o w i n g t o p i c s : 

(a) P a l e s t i n i a n t r a d e w i t h Europe; 

(b) The European Economic Community and P a l e s t i n e : t o w a r d s a more 
c o n s t r u c t i v e p o l i c y ; 

( c ) I n v o l v i n g J e w i s h c o mmunities i n Eur o p e ; 

(d) B u i l d i n g t h e P a l e s t i n i a n e d u c a t i o n s y s t e m ; 

(e) The r o l e o f non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 
development and h e a l t h c a r e i n t h e o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . 
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7. The Symposium a d o p t e d a f i n a l d e c l a t a t i o n ( s e e b e l o w ) , as w e l l as 
a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d p r o p o s a l s e m a n a t i n g from t h e workshops. The r e p o r t o f t h e 
Symposium w i l l be p u b l i s h e d i n due c o u r s e as a s p e c i a l b u l l e t i n o f t h e D i v i s i o n f o r 
P a l e s t i n i a n R i g h t s . 

Déclaration 

We, t h e no n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t h e T h i r d U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s European R e g i o n a l NGO Symposium on the Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , welcome 
th e r e c e n t d e v e l o p m e n t s w h i c h have h e l p e d towards the a c h i e v e m e n t o f t h e g o a l 
o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n f o r t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . Those d e v e l o p m e n t s have 
been m a i n l y t h e consequence o f the courageous and d e t e r m i n e d s t r u g g l e o f the 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e f o r t h e i r i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s , w h i c h i s d r a m a t i c a l l y 
m a n i f e s t e d i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s , where the P a l e s t i n i a n u p r i s i n g , t he 
i n t i f a d a h , has been m a i n t a i n e d i n the f a c e o f the most b r u t a l r e p r e s s i v e 
methods. 

We welcome t h e r e s u l t s a c h i e v e d a t the N i n e t e e n t h E x t r a o r d i n a r y S e s s i o n 
o f t h e P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l , h e l d a t A l g i e r s i n November 1988, and i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , t h e p r o c l a m a t i o n o f the i n d e p e n d e n t S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e and the 
p o l i t i c a l s t a t e m e n t . The p o s i t i o n o u t l i n e d i n the C o u n c i l c r e a t e d f a v o u r a b l e 
c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h e s u c c e s s f u l m e e t i n g s o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s G e n e r a l Assembly 
on t h e q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , w h i c h were h e l d i n December a t Geneva. The 
s t a t e m e n t s by Mr. Y a s s e r A r a f a t , Chairman of the E x e c u t i v e Committee o f t h e 
P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n (PLO) and P r e s i d e n t o f t h e S t a t e o f 
P a l e s t i n e , a t Geneva, i n P a r i s and e l s e w h e r e have f u r t h e r c l a r i f i e d t he 
p r i n c i p l e s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n peace i n i t i a t i v e . The s t a t e m e n t o f 
Mr. Y a s s e r Abed Rabbo, member of the E x e c u t i v e Committee o f t h e PLO a t t h i s 
E uropean Symposium, by c o n f i r m i n g and e l a b o r a t i n g t h e s e p r i n c i p l e s , c r e a t e d a 
f a v o u r a b l e atmosphere f o r the con d u c t of the m e e t i n g . 

We welcome t h e i n i t i a t i o n o f a d i a l o g u e between the U n i t e d S t a t e s o f 
A m e r i c a and t h e PLO as a p o s i t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n towards a p o l i t i c a l s e t t l e m e n t 
o f t h e c r i s i s . We hope t h a t the U n i t e d S t a t e s Government w i l l n o t use t h i s 
d i a l o g u e as a r e a s o n t o d e l a y the p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace 
C o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e E a s t under t h e a u s p i c e s o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , w h i c h 
we r e g a r d as t h e most e f f e c t i v e way t o a c h i e v e a c o m p r e h e n s i v e s e t t l e m e n t . We 
s t r e s s t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/176 o f 
15 December 1988 c a l l i n g f o r the c o n v e n i n g o f such a c o n f e r e n c e . 

We a p p r e c i a t e the p o s i t i o n o f t h o s e European Governments w h i c h have 
r e c o g n i z e d t h e S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e and c a l l upon o t h e r s t o f o l l o w t h e i r 
example. There have been e n c o u r a g i n g developments i n t h e p o s i t i o n s o f some 
European Governments and P a r l i a m e n t s . Those i n c l u d e an i n v i t a t i o n t o 
Mr. A r a f a t t o a d d r e s s t h e European P a r l i a m e n t , and t h e m e e t i n g s o f Mr. A r a f a t 
i n M a d r i d w i t h t h e t h r e e F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r s r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e European Economic 
Community ( E E C ) , l e a d i n g t o t h e D e c l a r a t i o n o f M a d r i d . We s i n c e r e l y hope t h a t 
t h o s e w i l l l e a d t o m e e t i n g s w i t h European heads of S t a t e and Government as a 
p r e l u d e t o t h e f u l l r e c o g n i t i o n o f the S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e by a l l European 
Governments. 

D e s p i t e t h o s e p o s i t i v e d e v e l o p m e n t s , we f e e l t h a t s e v e r a l European 
Governments a r e s t i l l f a i l i n g t o e x e r t s u f f i c i e n t e f f o r t i n f a v o u r o f a peace 
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s e t t l e m e n t i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t . Europe b e a r s a s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y towards 
th e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . European Governments s h o u l d make a g r e a t e r 
c o n t r i b u t i o n e i t h e r t h r o u g h c o n c e r t e d a c t i o n or i n d i v i d u a l l y . The 
c o n s t r u c t i v e m e d i a t i n g r o l e of some European c o u n t r i e s i s p r o v i d i n g an example. 

We d e e p l y r e g r e t t h a t the Government o f I s r a e l has so f a r t o t a l l y f a i l e d 
t o r e s p o n d p o s i t i v e l y t o the c l e a r l y d e m o n s t r a t e d P a l e s t i n i a n peace i n i t i a t i v e 
and r e l e v a n t U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s . We c o n s i d e r t h a t I s r a e l ' s c o n t i n u e d 
r e f u s a l t o acknowledge the most e l e m e n t a r y r i g h t s of t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , 
i n c l u d i n g t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and r i g h t t o r e t u r n t o t h e i r 
homeland, i s u l t i m a t e l y c o n t r a r y t o the b a s i c i n t e r e s t s o f I s r a e l . We 
c o n s i d e r , t h a t the s o - c a l l e d "Shamir peace p l a n " i s d e s i g n e d t o c o v e r I s r a e l ' s 
i l l e g a l o c c u p a t i o n and i n t e n s i f i e d r e p r e s s i o n of the i n t i f a d a h , i n o r d e r t o 
p e r p e t u a t e the I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n and i s t h u s t o t a l l y u n a c c e p t a b l e . Any 
e l e c t i o n s must be p a r t of a c o mprehensive peace p r o c e s s l e a d i n g t o an 
i n d e p e n d e n t P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e , must be t r u l y d e m o c r a t i c , s h o u l d t a k e p l a c e 
under i n t e r n a t i o n a l s u p e r v i s i o n , s h o u l d be a c c e p t a b l e t o t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s , and 
s h o u l d i n c l u d e a l l the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e i n the t e r r i t o r i e s o c c u p i e d s i n c e 
June 1967, i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m , and s h o u l d e n s u r e the r e t u r n of the d e p o r t e e s 
and t h e r e l e a s e of the d e t a i n e e s . 

We a r e d e e p l y c o n c e r n e d by the c o n t i n u e d and i n c r e a s e d v i o l a t i o n s of 
human r i g h t s i n the o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y . These i n c l u d e the k i l l i n g 
and i n j u r i n g o f c i v i l i a n s o f a l l ages, d e s t r u c t i o n o f h o u s e s , i m p r i s o n m e n t 
w i t h o u t t r i a l and d e p o r t a t i o n s . We s t r o n g l y d e p l o r e the g r o s s l y i n a d e q u a t e 
measures t o c o n t r o l the v i o l e n c e of J e w i s h s e t t l e r s . The breakdown i n p u b l i c 
h e a l t h s e r v i c e s i s a d d i n g to the s u f f e r i n g s of the P a l e s t i n i a n p o p u l a t i o n . We 
draw p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n t o the v a r i o u s measures t h a t have been t a k e n by the 
o c c u p y i n g Power t o d e p r i v e t h e p o p u l a t i o n of t h e i r r i g h t t o e d u c a t i o n by 
c l o s i n g e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , and the o u t r a g e o u s a c t i o n o f p r e v e n t i n g 
P a l e s t i n i a n s from p r o v i d i n g a l t e r n a t i v e e d u c a t i o n a l s e r v i c e s . We welcome the 
a c t i o n t a k e n by Governments, n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and o t h e r b o d i e s 
t o denounce t h o s e measures and welcome the p a r t i a l o p e n i n g o f s c h o o l s as a 
r e s u l t o f t h i s i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r e s s u r e . We demand t h a t u n i v e r s i t i e s and a l l 
o t h e r e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s s t i l l c l o s e d by I s r a e l be reopened and t h a t 
t h e y be k e p t open w i t h o u t f u r t h e r i n t e r f e r e n c e . We condemn th e a c t s o f 
r e p r e s s i o n and c l o s u r e o f o f f i c e s c a r r i e d o u t a g a i n s t P a l e s t i n i a n 
a s s o c i a t i o n s , s u c h as t r a d e u n i o n s , and demand t h a t t h e y be r e s c i n d e d . We 
a l s o v i g o r o u s l y d e p l o r e the r e p r e s s i v e economic measures a g a i n s t t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , i n c l u d i n g t h e u p r o o t i n g of t r e e s , d e s t r u c t i o n o f c r o p s 
w i t h c h e m i c a l s , e x p r o p r i a t i o n of l a n d and w a t e r r e s o u r c e s and p r e v e n t i o n o f 
i n d e p e n d e n t economic development. 

The I s r a e l i a c t s of v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t the P a l e s t i n i a n s i n t h e o c c u p i e d 
P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s a re g r a v e v i o l a t i o n s o f the Geneva C o n v e n t i o n r e l a t i v e 
t o t h e P r o t e c t i o n o f C i v i l i a n P e r s o n s i n Time o f War, w h i c h i s f u l l y b i n d i n g 
on I s r a e l - a S t a t e p a r t y t o the C o n v e n t i o n . We c a l l upon European 
Governments t o t a k e e f f e c t i v e measures t o e n s u r e r e s p e c t by I s r a e l o f the 
p r o v i s i o n s o f t h a t C o n v e n t i o n and U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s . We a p p e a l t o 
t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o t a k e u r g e n t measures t o p r o t e c t 
the l e g a l and human r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e under o c c u p a t i o n , and t o 
c o n s i d e r the deployment of a U n i t e d N a t i o n s p e a c e - k e e p i n g f o r c e t o s a f e g u a r d 
t h e p h y s i c a l s e c u r i t y o f the i n h a b i t a n t s . I n a d d i t i o n , we e x p r e s s 
a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the measures t a k e n by the U n i t e d N a t i o n s R e l i e f and Works 
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Agency f o r P a l e s t i n e Refugees i n th e Near E a s t (UNRWA) t o m a i n t a i n i t s 
s e r v i c e s t o the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e and we c a l l upon i t t o expand i t s Refugee 
A f f a i r s O f f i c e r Programme t o p r o v i d e i n c r e a s e d s e r v i c e s . We a l s o c a l l upon 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s b o d i e s , e s p e c i a l l y t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s C h i l d r e n ' s Fund, t h e 
W o r l d H e a l t h O r g a n i z a t i o n , the U n i t e d N a t i o n s C e n t r e f o r Human S e t t l e m e n t s 
( H a b i t a t ) and the U n i t e d N a t i o n s Development Programme, t o i n t e n s i f y the.: : 
e f f o r t s t o a d d r e s s t h e e d u c a t i o n a l , m e d i c a l and g e n e r a l s o c i o - e c o n o m i c needs 
o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , and t o d e v e l o p c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 
p o p u l a r and g r a s s - r o o t s o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n d e p e n d e n t o f a l l I s r a e l i i n t e r v e n t i o n 
and s u p e r v i s i o n . 

We r e g r e t t h e I s r a e l i p r o j e c t t o amend th e p r e v e n t i o n o f t e r r o r i s m 
o r d i n a n c e , w h i c h may become law i n O c t o b e r , as an e x t r e m e l y g r a v e t h r e a t t o 
th e w e l f a r e o f the P a l e s t i n i a n s , s i n c e i t w i l l e n a b l e t h e Government o f I s r a e l 
t o c l o s e down any community s e r v i c e o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n I s r a e l and E a s t Jerusalem 
on t h e p r e t e x t t h a t i t s funds a r e " t a i n t e d " . We c a l l f o r t he p r o p o s e d 
amendment and i t s o b v i o u s i n t e n t i o n s t o be g i v e n t h e w i d e s t p u b l i c e x p o s u r e , 
so t h a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r e s s u r e may be e x e r t e d a g a i n s t i t . 

We e x p r e s s our a p p r e c i a t i o n and th a n k s t o the d i s t i n g u i s h e d e x p e r t 
p a n e l i s t s , workshop o r g a n i z e r s and r e s o u r c e p e r s o n s who have o f f e r e d t h e i r 
i n v a l u a b l e i n s i g h t s t o t h e s e r v i c e o f European n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

We thank warmly the Government o f A u s t r i a f o r w e l c o m i n g us a t V i e n n a and 
the A u s t r i a n n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y the S o c i e t y f o r 
Austro-Arab R e l a t i o n s , f o r t h e i r v a l u a b l e work i n the p r e p a r a t i o n s and the 
warm h o s p i t a l i t y o f f e r e d t o us. We w i s h t o thank the U n i t e d N a t i o n s Committee 
on the Exercise of t h e I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e f o r making 
the E u r o p e a n Symposium p o s s i b l e and t h e D i v i s i o n f o r P a l e s t i n i a n R i g h t s o f t h e 
United N a t i o n s S e c r e t a r i a t , as w e l l as a l l o t h e r U n i t e d N a t i o n s b o d i e s t h a t 
have been engaged i n th e p r e p a r a t i o n and e x e c u t i o n o f t h e Symposium. 

The aim o f t h e Symposium was t o d e v e l o p p r a c t i c a l o r g a n i z i n g s t r a t e g i e s 
and support p r o j e c t s by European n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The primary 
work was c o n d u c t e d i n f i v e w orkshops, and we r e c e i v e d t h e i r recommendations, 
and commend them to a l l non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s for t h e i r c a r e f u l 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . We c o n g r a t u l a t e the European C o - o r d i n a t i n g 
Committee, the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o - o r d i n a t i n g Committee for NGOs on the Q u e s t i o n 
of P a l e s t i n e and the Society for Austro-Arab r e l a t i o n s for organizing a highly 
successful I n t e r n a t i o n a l Symposium on 27 A u g u s t , e n t i t l e d "The ro l e of fore i g n 
assistance i n m e e t i n g t h e economic and s o c i a l development r e q u i r e m e n t s of 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e : from o c c u p a t i o n t o in d e p e n d e n c e " , and a f f i r m i t s 
conclusions. 
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ANNEX V I I 

D e c l a r a t i o n a d o p t e d by the S i x t h U n i t e d N a t i o n s I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
NGO M e e t i n g on the Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e 

( V i e n n a , 30 August t o 1 September 1989) 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

1. The S i x t h U n i t e d N a t i o n s I n t e r n a t i o n a l NGO M e e t i n g on t h e Q u e s t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n e was h e l d under the a u s p i c e s o f the Committee on the E x e r c i s e o f t h e 
I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e a t t h e A u s t r i a C e n t r e , V i e n n a , from 
30 August t o 1 September 1989. The m e e t i n g was convened i n p u r s u a n c e o f G e n e r a l 
Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 42/66 В o f 2 December 1987. 

2. A t o t a l o f 351 non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s a t t e n d e d the m e e t i n g , 138 o f 
whom were o b s e r v e r s . S e v e r a l o b s e r v e r s from Governments, i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . U n i t e d N a t i o n s b o d i e s and P a l e s t i n e a l s o a t t e n d e d the p r o c e e d i n g s . 
The M e e t i n g was a l s o a t t e n d e d by H.E. Mr. A l o i s Mock, F e d e r a l M i n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n 
A f f a i r s o f A u s t r i a and Mr. R o n a l d I . S p i e r s , U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l f o r P o l i t i c a l 
and G e n e r a l Assembly A f f a i r s and S e c r e t a r i a t S e r v i c e s . 

3. The Committee on the E x e r c i s e o f the I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 
P e o p l e was r e p r e s e n t e d by a d e l e g a t i o n c o m p r i s i n g : H.E. Mrs. Absa C l a u d e D i a l l o 
( S e n e g a l ) , Committee Chairman; H.E. Mr. A l e x a n d e r B o r g O l i v i e r ( M a l t a ) , R a p p o r t e u r 
H.E. Mr. Guennadi Oudovenko ( U k r a i n i a n S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c ) ; 
H.E. Mr. A b d u l H a l i m A l i ( M a l a y s i a ) ; and Mr. Z u h d i L. T e r z i (Permanent O b s e r v e r o f 
P a l e s t i n e t o the U n i t e d N a t i o n s ) . 

4. The programme f o r the m e e t i n g was e l a b o r a t e d by t h e Committee on t h e E x e r c i s e 
of t he I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e , i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o - o r d i n a t i n g Committee f o r NGOs on t h e Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e . The 
o v e r a l l theme was " I n t i f a d a h ; t h e c o n t i n u i n g s t r u g g l e of t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e 
f o r i n d e p e n d e n c e " . 

5. A p a n e l was e s t a b l i s h e d under t h e t i t l e "Two p e o p l e s , two S t a t e s : f u t u r e 
r e l a t i o n s " , and p r e s e n t a t i o n s were made by t h e f o l l o w i n g e x p e r t s : 
Mr. Abraham Bardugo ( I s r a e l ) , Mr. F a i s a l H u s s e i n i ( P a l e s t i n i a n ) , Mr. N a b i l Shaath 
( P a l e s t i n i a n ) and Mr. H i l l e l S h i n k e r ( I s r a e l ) . 

e. S i x workshops were a l s o h e l d on the f o l l o w i n g t o p i c s : (a) ( i ) " P r o t e c t i o n o f 
the P a l e s t i n i a n p o p u l a t i o n : t he r o l e o f U n i t e d N a t i o n s o r g a n s i n t h e o c c u p i e d 
P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y " , ( i i ) " P r o t e c t i o n o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p o p u l a t i o n : t h e r o l e 
of t h e NGOs"; (b) "The r o l e o f NGO a s s i s t a n c e i n m e e t i n g t h e f u t u r e economic 
development r e q u i r e m e n t s o f economic s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e " 
(c) " M o b i l i z a t i o n f o r the r e l e a s e o f P a l e s t i n i a n p r i s o n e r s and p o l i t i c a l 
d e p o r t e e s " ; (d) " M o b i l i z a t i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l s u p p o r t f o r P a l e s t i n i a n e d u c a t i o n 
and c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s " ; (e) ( i ) " B u i l d i n g s u p p o r t f o r an i n d e p e n d e n t 
P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e w i t h t he J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s " ; ( i i ) " B u i l d i n g s u p p o r t f o r an 
independent P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e among I s r a e l i s " ; and ( f ) "The p r o m o t i o n o f t h e peace 
p r o c e s s and t h e r o l e o f the mass media". 



7. The m e e t i n g adopted a f i n a l d e c l a r a t i o n (see b e l o w ) , as w e l l as 
a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d p r o p o s a l s e m a n a t i n g from t h e workshops. The r e p o r t o f t h e S i x t h 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s I n t e r n a t i o n a l NGO M e e t i n g on t h e Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e w i l l be 
p u b l i s h e d i n due c o u r s e as a s p e c i a l b u l l e t i n o f the D i v i s i o n f o r P a l e s t i n i a n 
R i g h t s . 

D e c l a r a t i o n 

We, t h e no n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s g a t h e r e d a t t h e S i x t h 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l M e e t i n g o f NGOs on the Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , t o t a l l y u p h o l d t h e 
i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e and f u l l y s u p p o r t t h e i r 
c o n t i n u i n g s t r u g g l e f o r ind e p e n d e n c e , as e x p r e s s e d i n the i n t i f a d a h and by a l l 
o t h e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y l e g i t i m a t e means. We r e c o g n i z e and u p h o l d the h i s t o r i c 
P r o c l a m a t i o n o f t h e Independent S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e made on 15 November 1988. 
We r e c o g n i z e t h e P r o c l a m a t i o n not o n l y as the e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e w i l l o f the 
h e r o i c p e o p l e o f the i n t i f a d a h , but a l s o as the e x p r e s s i o n o f the f u n d a m e n t a l 
p r i n c i p l e o f t h e s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f p e o p l e s , e n s h r i n e d i n the C h a r t e r o f 
the U n i t e d N a t i o n s . We c a l l upon a l l Governments o f S t a t e s Members o f t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s w h i c h have not a l r e a d y done so, t o r e c o g n i z e the P r o c l a m a t i o n 
o f t h e Independent S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e , i n u n e q u i v o c a l terms and w i t h o u t d e l a y . 

We p a r t i c u l a r l y n o t e and welcome the s t a t e m e n t made by P r e s i d e n t A r a f a t 
a t t h e m e e t i n g o f t h e G e n e r a l Assembly h e l d a t Geneva, on 13 December 1988, i n 
w h i c h he r e c o g n i z e d t h e r i g h t o f a l l S t a t e s i n the M i d d l e E a s t r e g i o n t o e x i s t 
i n peace and s e c u r i t y , i n c l u d i n g t he S t a t e s o f P a l e s t i n e and I s r a e l . We 
u p h o l d t h e P a l e s t i n i a n r i g h t o f r e t u r n , i n a s p i r i t o f j u s t i c e and o f 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n , w i t h o u t p r e j u d i c i n g the s i t u a t i o n o f the p e o p l e i n I s r a e l , 
d e t a i l s to be n e g o t i a t e d between t h e Government of I s r a e l and t h e P a l e s t i n e 
L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n (PLO) on the b a s i s o f a l l r e l e v a n t U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
r e s o l u t i o n s . 

We v i g o r o u s l y renew the c a l l f o r the e a r l y c o n v e n i n g o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Peace C o n f e r e n c e on t h e M i d d l e E a s t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h G e n e r a l Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 43/176 o f 15 December 1988, w i t h the p a r t i c i p a n t s t o i n c l u d e t h e 
f i v e permanent members o f t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , t h e PLO, I s r a e l , t h e Arab 
S t a t e s p a r t y t o t h e c o n f l i c t and o t h e r c o n c e r n e d S t a t e s , on an e q u a l basis and 
w i t h e q u a l r i g h t s . The emphasis must be on r e a c h i n g a p e a c e f u l , j u s t and 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e permanent s e t t l e m e n t between I s r a e l and i n d e p e n d e n t P a l e s t i n e , 
as d e f i n e d i n t h e A l g i e r s P r o c l a m a t i o n o f t h e Independent S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e 
and i n a l l r e l e v a n t U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s , f o r the m u t u a l advantage of 
a l l t h e p e o p l e s o f the r e g i o n and of the w o r l d . 

R e a f f i r m i n g t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l consensus t h a t t h e PLO i s t h e s o l e and 
l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , we n o t e t h e g r e a t 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f the consensus by t h e u n w a v e r i n g s u p p o r t f o r t h e PLO by t h e 
p e o p l e of t h e i n t i f a d a h and by t h e u n i t e d n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s h i p of t h e 
i n t i f a d a h . We t h e r e f o r e urge a l l Governments f u l l y to r e c o g n i z e t h e PLO as 
t h e s o l e l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e and t h e S t a t e of 
P a l e s t i n e , and t o p r e s s f o r i t s p a r t i c i p a t i o n on an e q u a l f o o t i n g w i t h o t h e r 
p a r t i e s t o t h e c o n f l i c t a t t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e as t h e 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . 
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We u p h o l d the r i g h t o f the p e o p l e o f the P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s o c c u p i e d 
i n 1967, i n c l u d i n g E a s t J e r u s a l e i p , d e m o c r a t i c a l l y t o e l e c t t h e i r 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s as p a r t o f the com p r e h e n s i v e s e t t l e m e n t , b u t we r e j e c t t h e 
s p u r i o u s p l a n f o r s o - c a l l e d e l e c t i o n s p u t f o r w a r d by the Prime M i n i s t e r and 
Government o f I s r a e l , and whose p r i n c i p a l i n t e r n a t i o n a l a d v o c a t e i s t h e 
Government o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a . The p l a n i s the o p p o s i t e o f 
democracy, d e s i g n e d not t o advance, but t o p r e v e n t independence and t o l e a d t o 
the a n n e x a t i o n o f the t e r r i t o r i e s and the f o r c i b l e e x p u l s i o n o f t h e r i g h t f u l 
i n h a b i t a n t s . For f u l l and f r e e e l e c t i o n s t o t a k e p l a c e as p a r t o f a d e f i n i t e 
p r o c e s s l e a d i n g t o the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f the i n d e p e n d e n t S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e , we 
c a l l f o r I s r a e l i w i t h d r a w a l from the P a l e s t i n e t e r r i t o r y o c c u p i e d i n 1967 and 
f o r f u l l and e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l s u p e r v i s i o n by t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s . 

R e c a l l i n g t h a t the F i f t h I n t e r n a t i o n a l NGO M e e t i n g on the Q u e s t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n e e x p r e s s e d i t s condemnation o f a l l t he numerous a c t s o f I s r a e l i 
r e p r e s s i o n , i n c l u d i n g k i l l i n g , wounding e s p e c i a l l y women and c h i l d r e n , mass 
a r r e s t s , d e m o l i t i o n o f homes, e x p u l s i o n s , s t a r v a t i o n , u p r o o t i n g o f t r e e s , 
c o n f i s c a t i o n o f l a n d and s e x u a l h arassment o f women p r i s o n e r s , we note t h a t 
t h o s e a b h o r r e n t p r a c t i c e s have a c t u a l l y i n c r e a s e d . That t h e y have l e s s media 
c o v e r a g e a r i s e s not from any l e s s e n i n g o f r e p r e s s i o n , b u t because t h e media 
a r e p r e v e n t e d from r e p o r t i n g and can t h e m s e l v e s be p e n a l i z e d f o r d o i n g so. We 
c a l l f o r e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l and economic p r e s s u r e on I s r a e l t o 
make i t comply w i t h i t s o b l i g a t i o n s under the f o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n o f 
12 August 1949 and t o a c c e p t U n i t e d N a t i o n s S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s . We 
a p p e a l t o the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o e s t a b l i s h an immediate U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
p r e s e n c e i n the post-1967 I s r a e l i o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s , t o b r i n g an immediate 
end t o t h e e s c a l a t i n g v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s , t o p r o t e c t t h e p e o p l e and t o 
b r i n g t h e p e r p e t r a t o r s of t h o s e p r a c t i c e s t o j u s t i c e . We s t r o n g l y recommend 
an e x p a n s i o n o f the Refugee A f f a i r s O f f i c e r Programme of the U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
R e l i e f and Works Agency f o r P a l e s t i n e Refugees i n the Near E a s t (UNRWA) as a 
p r a c t i c a l e x p r e s s i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n c e r n f o r t he p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e under o c c u p a t i o n . We e x p r e s s g r a v e c o n c e r n a t t h e 
s i t u a t i o n o f the P a l e s t i n i a n s i n Lebanon, c a l l f o r h e l p f o r them and f o r t h e 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s p r e s e n c e i n Lebanon and I s r a e l i 
w i t h d r a w a l , i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 509 (1982) o f 
6 June 1982. 

G i v e n the g r a v e i n t e n s i v e and e s c a l a t i n g s i t u a t i o n i n t h e o c c u p i e d 
P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e , i n c l u d i n g t he complex o f emergency and development needs 
and t he g r a d u a l c o l l a p s e o f I s r a e l i - c o n t r o l l e d s e r v i c e s , we c a l l upon a l l 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s b o d i e s (UNRWA, the U n i t e d N a t i o n s Development Programme, the 
W o r l d H e a l t h O r g a n i z a t i o n , the U n i t e d N a t i o n s C h i l d r e n ' s Fund, t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s C o n f e r e n c e on Trade and Development, t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s I n d u s t r i a l 
Development O r g a n i z a t i o n , t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labour O r g a n i s a t i o n and o t h e r s ) 
where c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y p o s s i b l e , t o admit the S t a t e o f P a l e s t i n e t o membership 
and t o g e n e r a t e a c r e a t i v e and i n t e n s i v e d i a l o g u e w i t h t h e PLO and w i t h 
P a l e s t i n i a n n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s f o r a w i d e , e f f e c t i v e and 
co m p r e h e n s i v e U n i t e d N a t i o n s i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e h e a l t h and s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 
f i e l d s , i n d e p e n d e n t o f I s r a e l i c o n t r o l . 

T h e r e i s now an o r g a n i z e d a t t e m p t by t h e Government o f I s r a e l t o d e s t r o y 
P a l e s t i n i a n s o c i e t y , o f w h i c h one of the most p e r n i c i o u s m a n i f e s t a t i o n s i s the 
d e n i a l o f e d u c a t i o n t o P a l e s t i n i a n c h i l d r e n t h r o u g h t h e permanent c l o s u r e o f 
s c h o o l s and o t h e r e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , accompanied by t h e p e n a l i z i n g o f 
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p a r e n t s f o r t r y i n g t o t e a c h t h e i r c l i i l d r e n i n t h e i r own homes, even i n such 
b a s i c s k i l l s as r e a d i n g and w r i t i n g . T l i i s c a l c u l a t e d a t t e m p t t o t r y t o 
p r o d u c e an i l l i t e r a t e g e n e r a t i o n o f P a l e s t i n i a n s i s not o n l y c o n t r a r y t o e v e r y 
r e l e v a n t a r t i c l e o f t h e f o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n of 1949, b u t an a f f r o n t t o 
a l l c i v i l i z e d v a l u e s . We n o t e t h a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o t e s t f o r c e d t h e r e o p e n i n g 
o f c e r t a i n j u n i o r s c h o o l s , b u t a l s o n o te t h a t t h i s a f f e c t e d o n l y a s m a l l p a r t 
o f t h e e d u c a t i o n s y s t e m , much th e g r e a t e r p a r t of w h i c h remains p e r m a n e n t l y 
c l o s e d . We c a l l upon Governments, e d u c a t i o n a l and c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
p r o f e s s i o n a l a s s o c i a t i o n s , t r a d e u n i o n s and i n d i v i d u a l s w o r l d w i d e , t o u t i l i z e 
a l l c u l t u r a l r e l a t i o n s t o p r e s s u r e I s r a e l ( i n c l u d i n g s a n c t i o n s ) , t o c e a s e 
t h e s e p r a c t i c e s . 

W h i l e n o t i n g c h a n g i n g a t t i t u d e s i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a towards 
I s r a e l , we c o n s i d e r t h e changes by the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o be i n a d e q u a t e and we 
condemn t h e i r c o n t i n u i n g s u p p o r t f o r the Government o f I s r a e l d e s p i t e t h e 
l a t t e r ' s p e r s i s t e n t and f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of P a l e s t i n i a n human and n a t i o n a l 
r i g h t s . We c o n s i d e r t h e s e t o be u n h e l p f u l f o r the a c h i e v e m e n t o f p r o g r e s s 
t owards t h e c o n v e n i n g of t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e . 

N o t i n g w o r l d - w i d e e f f o r t s f o r the r e d u c t i o n of n u c l e a r weapons, we 
d e p l o r e t h a t I s r a e l i n t r o d u c e d n u c l e a r weapons i n t o the M i d d l e E a s t and we 
d e p l o r e t h e e s c a l a t i o n i n r e s e a r c h i n t o n u c l e a r weapons and t h e p r o l i f e r a t i o n 
o f c h e m i c a l weapons t h a t t h i s has c r e a t e d . We c a l l upon I s r a e l and a l l o t h e r 
S t a t e s i n t h e r e g i o n t o s i g n the T r e a t y on t h e N o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n o f N u c l e a r 
Weapons, t o d i s m a n t l e i t s n u c l e a r weapons and t o open i t s n u c l e a r 
i n s t a l l a t i o n s t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s p e c t i o n and t o o b s e r v e i t s t r e a t y 
o b l i g a t i o n s , s u c h as t h o s e i t has w i t h Norway f o r i n s p e c t i o n t o e n s u r e t h e 
p r o p e r use o f n u c l e a r m a t e r i a l s u p p l i e d s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r p e a c e f u l use. We 
d e p l o r e t h e g r o w i n g use by I s r a e l and o t h e r S t a t e s i n t h e r e g i o n o f c h e m i c a l 
weapons a g a i n s t p e o p l e and a g a i n s t c r o p s . We c a l l f o r t h e r e l e a s e o f t h e 
p r i s o n e r o f c o n s c i e n c e , M o r d e c h a i Vanunu. 

We s t r o n g l y u p h o l d t h e f o r c e s o f peace i n I s r a e l t h a t s u p p o r t the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace C o n f e r e n c e and an i n d e p e n d e n t P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e . We 
s t r o n g l y condemn th e p e n a l i z i n g o f I s ' " a e l i peace a c t i v i s t s . We express 
s u p p o r t for t h o s e g r o w i n g numbers who r e f u s e m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e i n occupied 
P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s and o t h e r o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s o f Arab c o u n t r i e s , and 
we c a l l upon t h e Government o f I s r a e l t o r e c o g n i z e t h e r i g h t o f I s r a e l i s to 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n . We urge the I s r a e l i p a r l i a m e n t t o r e p e a l the 
s o - c a l l e d " a n t i - t e r r o r i s m " law of August 1986, w h i c h p r o h i b i t s c o n t a c t between 
I s r a e l i c i t i z e n s and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of P a l e s t i n i a n o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

We s t r o n g l y condemn the p r o p o s e d new amendment number 3 and urge the 
I s r a e l i p a r l i a m e n t n o t t o p a ss i t , as i t w o u l d p r o v i d e a r b i t r a r y and 
d i c t a t o r i a l powers o f c o n f i s c a t i o n of the a s s e t s o f c h a r i t a b l e and educational 
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and c l o s e t o them a l l avenues t o a i d from 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o u r c e s . We c a l l f o r an u r g e n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l campaign against 
t h e amendment by Governments, n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and a l l 
p e a c e - l o v i n g p e o p l e s . 

We n o t e t h e s t r o n g d e s i r e e x p r e s s e d a t t h e European N u c l e a r Disarmament 
C o n v e n t i o n i n S p a i n i n J u l y 1989 f o r peace and j u s t i c e i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t . We 
f u l l y s u p p o r t t h e C o n v e n t i o n p r o p o s a l f o r a n o n - v i o l e n t march f o r peace i n 
I s r a e l and P a l e s t i n e on 29, 30 and 31 December 1989. We urge a l l 
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n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s w o r l d wide t o o r g a n i z e t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s 
i m p o r t a n t e v e n t . 

Much o f our work i n t h i s m e e t i n g was c o n d u c t e d i n workshops and i n 
m e e t i n g s o f s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t g r o u p s . We en d o r s e t h e i r c o n c l u s i o n s and 
recommendations. We draw a t t e n t i o n t o t h e f a c t that n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n o p i n i o n has c o n s i s t e n t l y been more p r o g r e s s i v e and c r e a t i v e t h a n 
o f f i c i a l g o v e r n m e n t a l t h i n k i n g and we urge a l l Governments, i n the i n t e r e s t o f 
peace and j u s t i c e , s e r i o u s l y t o c o n s i d e r t h e o p t i o n s d e f i n e d by 
non- g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h i s D e c l a r a t i o n and e l s e w h e r e . 

I t i s i m p o r t a n t f o r the e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f non- g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
t o be i n c r e a s e d . We commend the a c t i v i t i e s and work o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
C o - o r d i n a t i n g Committee f o r NGOs on the Q u e s t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e (ICCP) and i t s 
s e c r e t a r i a t a t Geneva. We c a l l upon the U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o o f f e r e v e r y 
p o s s i b l e a s s i s t a n c e t o ICCP and i t s s e c r e t a r i a t . We urge the U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
to convene an i n t e r n a t i o n a l m e e t i n g i n the f i r s t week o f September 1990, the 
venue and f o r m a t t o be d e c i d e d , and t o m a i n t a i n i t s programme o f r e g i o n a l 
s y m p o s i a . 

We r e q u e s t the Chairman of the U n i t e d N a t i o n s Committee on the E x e r c i s e 
of the I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e t o convey t h i s D e c l a r a t i o n 
to the G e n e r a l Assembly a t i t s f o r t y - f o u r t h s e s s i o n as p a r t o f t h e Committee's 
r e p o r t . R e c o g n i z i n g the v i t a l i m p o r t a n c e o f i n f o r m a t i o n , we urge t h a t r e c o r d s 
of t h i s m e e t i n g be d i s s e m i n a t e d as w i d e l y as p o s s i b l e , t o non- g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . Governments and the media. 

We thank t h e Committee on the E x e r c i s e o f the I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f the 
P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e f o r c o n v e n i n g t h i s m e e t i n g and we g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e t he 
presence of the members and observers of the Committee. We thank the D i v i s i o n 
for P a l e s t i n i a n Rights and a l l of the members of the United Nations 
S e c r e t a r i a t , i n c l u d i n g the i n t e r p r e t e r s , who a s s i s t e d i n the meeting. We also 
express our appreciation to the dis t i n g u i s h e d experts who spoke here. A l l 
those mentioned herein contributed g r e a t l y to the success of our meeting. We 
warmly thank the Government of A u s t r i a for welcoming us to Vienna and for the 
ex c e l l e n t f a c i l i t i e s they placed at our d i s p o s a l . 
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