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Mr. president,

Allow me, on behalf of the African Group, to express our deep
appreciation for the report submitted by Mr. Rudi Mohamed Rizki on *
Human Rights and international solidarity”.

The Group believes that the report managed to accurately
address the interrelation among the three generations of Human
Rights. It highlighted the fact that international cooperation is a
prerequisite to achieve not only partial but also international interests.
This vindicates the long-standing call by developing countries to
address the issue of international development with a solidarity-
based- approach.

The report emphasizes the need for the international
community to accept international solidarity as the right of peoples.
Unfortunately, the report shows that there is no wide-acceptance of
this fact. The African Group was alarmed by the statistics contained
in the report confirming that only five countries have met the target of
allocating 0.7% of their Gross Nationa! Income for Official
Development Assistance. A target that was set by the General
Assembly of the United Nations 37 years ago.

Mr. President,

In absence of a true feeling of the unity of origin and destination
of mankind, most of the Human Rights Instruments will be rendered
meaningless. The role of the international community can not be
confined to criticism, accusations or finger-pointing. The responsibility

Vs lto protect can not be prepagated all the time while ignoring the

imperative responsibility to assist and show solidarity.

While fully supporting the recommendations contained in the
report, mainly in paragraphs 22 and 46, the African Group would like
to seek the views of the Independent Expert on the ways and means
he deems necessary to further deepen the concept of International
Solidarity in the United Nations Human Rights Instruments.

| thank you.
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My delegation would like to express its appreciation tithe Special Rapporteur on
Freedom of Religion or Belief for her report and presentations
As is well known, religion plays a central role in the identity of any human being and I

inter and intra-religious dialogue as a vehicle to promote under.
conflicts, and that such dialogues need to go beyond the mere
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“s-addition, we would disagree with the Special Rapporteur when she argues in
paragraph 17 that missionary activities cannot be considered a violation of religion and

on the manifcstations of freedom of religion and belief as prescribed by law and as
necessary to protect public safety, order, health, or morals, or fundamental freedom of
others.

Finally, on the issue of the relationship between freedom of expression and
freedom of religion or belief mentioned in paragraph 38, my delegation would like to
emphasize that the episode of the offensive publication. of portraits of Prophet Mohamed. -

PBUH in the media of some countries has highlighted the damage that freedom of speech




if left unchecked may lead to, not only hurting to the religious feelings of more than a
billion people but also to their freedom of religion and their right for respect of their
religion. While we concur with the Rapporteur concerning the importance of freedom of
the media, we also believe that this freedom should be practiced responsibly and that no

human right by some should ever be invoked to negate the enjoyment by others of
another human right. \a/( Yo ol
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