African Statermment
in presentation of draft resciution L.8
on complementary standards 4.3 the ICERD

Thank you Mr. President,

On behalf of the African Group, | hava tl: honor to introduce draft
resolution L.8 entitled “Elaboration of liisrnational Complementary
Standards to the International Converitin:: on the Elimination of All
forms of Racial Discrimination”.

The draft resolution comes in continuaticrs o7 HRC decision 3/103 of 8
December, 2006, by which the Ad Hec Coimmittee on the elaboration of
complementary standards was establisliz:i, :1: a concrete roadmap for
the process leading-up to its convening v sit-up.
N

We would recall that HRC 3/103 requested th = Ad Hoc Committee to hold
its first meeting before the end of 2047, bui due to the exceptional
circumstances surrounding the presant ‘ransitional phase of the
Council, and in view of the initial pregcse s timing of November 2007,
for the meeting of the Ad Hoc Commiitize, r:acheduling was necessary,
in order to avoid overlap with the sessici: 7 tie Third Committee of the
General Assembly.

The resolution, though procedural {v ¢ ption, touches upon the
context in which the inaugural session .7 the ad Hoc Committee will be
convened, as well as some aspecis .. e general substantive
framework for the fulfillment of its manc 2 in accordance with the
Council decision by which it was estztiis i:d. The draft also recognizes
the fact that the mandate of the iraip of Five Experts on
Complementary Standards was rnot tudiied in conformity with
requirements set out in HRC decisian i1, and at the same time,
provides for the possible use by varicus sl.vant stakeholders, of all
contributions and studies which are nzi.¢:sary for the realization of the
mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee.

The African Group hopes that the reso:aiizn will enjoy the support of all
Member States of the Council.

| thank you.
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