Statement by the Bangladesh Delegation at the Seventh Session of the
Human Rights Council on the Situation in Occupied Palestinian Territories,
6 March 2008

Mr. President,

My Delegation associates itself with the statement made by Pakistan on behalf of
the OIC Group and Cuba on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement.

Mr. President,

Over the past ten days or so, Gaza has been in the news for the usual tragic
incidents of civilian deaths and pemsie destructions. At least 100 Palestinians (ivatranas
M—@ have been killed bx Israeli bombardments in the past week only. Many more are

injured. These em@Rs acts by Israel defy all civilized human behavior. Ga=a-—
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This is deeply frustrating given the fact that only the other day, the Council met
on a special session and condemned Israeli atrocities. Yet again, Israel has
resorted to mlndless and cruel actions agamst the Paleaﬂmunq in defiance of the
world outery. Teased ' low
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Mr. President,

The peaple in the Occupied Territories we

Israeli blocikadas, closars, confiseation of land and de mo!mon of houses The
illegal separation well cantinues to divide end isolzie communitics, destroying
ivelinaods cod proventing mindrads of theusands normal aceess to their jobs,
families, markets, schoole ond hospitele
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Gaza's borders hove beon subject (o F(:-{_}ff’ﬂ{t of closure thet s without

precodont anywnare, toi i fonms of s oxtont and s hurman consaquences for
the people. This closore jo chmoed of &:ir'z:,f‘xgw.i?v:mg cnentire populstion of B




riflion Palestm@a whose quality of life had already diminished to sub3|stence
level fortae +

—-—--------—-\Al.v.v-—..v-'-..-..-.-_....-._.: ..... ial

wjesw e

Israel is doing so purposefully to generate fear, fury and distress among
Palestinians, including through air strikes, incursions, assassinations and other
military action that regularly take civilian lives. The overwhelming majority of

Palestlmans cannot Ieave or enter Gaza. Mﬂd%ﬂd%mmﬁc
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h::éunet-g Hospltal infrastructure and essential equipment are breaklng down at
an alarming rate with limited possibility of repair or maintenance. Many have had
their treatment delayed or denied, leading to worsening of their medical
conditions and preventable Palestinian deaths.

Mr. President,

The situation is grave and it is deteriorating every day with more deaths, more
destructions. It reinforces the impression that Gaza and the West Bank are
places to which international law does not apply.

Mr. President,

The present situation in Gaza cannot be allowed to continue. The international
community must assume responsibility to compel Israel to cease aggression in
Gaza and stop bloodshed. Every effort should be made to bring the violence to
an end and to resume the peace process aiming at a just, lasting and
comprehensive settlement in the region.

| thank you.
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