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Allow me, Mr. President, to ©xpress our appreciation to Madam High Commissioner for
her presentation of annual report. The presentation has been useful and informative.
-Her frank and candid responses to questions have also been greatly appreciated. As
the High Commissioner briefed us about the works of her office, she has also made
pertinent remarks on a number of themati_e issues. We will certairbgive due

consideration to those.commurts and NComrmrdation, |

We share with % Madam High Commissioner that discrimination is at the root of many
human rights violations and that the global community should fight discrimination in all

its forms. Apart from race-based discrimination, migrants are a predominant group that
suffers worst form of discriminatory treatment. This group is likely to be the first line

victim of xenophobic and anti-racist policies and practices in the wake of global

economic crises. We agree with the High Commissioner that the c2gEPp states should
take adequate‘measures to protect rights of migrants at this trying time regardiess of thuir

. or
origin, nationalityklegai status.

We can not agree more when the High Commissioner said, prosperity, _seeurity and

welfare hinge upon implementation of economig social and cultural rights including
realization of right to development. Right to development assumes parﬁcular importance -
in the context of wide spread poverty and in the emergence of global crises and climate
change. We are pleased to note that the Office of the High Commissioner is making
considerable efforts to the promotion and advocacy of these issUes. As the Council
strives to correct regrettable discrepancy between these two grou'ps of rights and to
level the human rights playing field, the OHCHR has also the responsibility to guarantee.
equal emphasis to these rights in their programmes and actions.

Madam High Commissioner has touched upon a hotly debated issue;ﬂ freedom of
expression versus incitement to racial religious hatred. My delegation fully subscribes to

thePrr"etien that it is vital to strike a balance between freedom of expression and the need

to avert incitement to hatred parﬁcuiarly against ieligions.T_his is @% to foster an
environment of tolerance an espect. We must develop a better understanding of the
permissible limitations of freedom as enshrined in the ICCPR. We %= h‘“/‘r’ /L*’u;“o
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Dlscnmlnaﬂon based on race, ethnic origin, colour, religion or creed has long been

identified'as a- prevalent and odious form-of exclusion. Adoption of Durban’ Declaratlon
and Plan of Action'wasa milestone in combating ‘thiy menace. The forthcoming Durban
Review! Conference provrdes an opportunity-to take sta|k of what has been achreved ‘

and what needs to be done for maklng further progress ahd how to deal with”

contemporary mamfestatlon of racism. Mﬁ Bnng;’extraneous issues or all other

fon'ns" of discriminations within the puljvrew of review ¥ _g,_,,;wm dilute the
wnacgha A 15 e
focus on racrsm and as, such _}}e_‘ 0

refrain 1 from

Loy

make alI efforts to make the' oonference suocessful In thls regard l woutd» put’ on record

our d?@P; a‘d_._mira,t'gon_to Madam Pillay for her personarze=se, o the. Revrew conference.

Finally, | would like to touch upon the issue of geographlc representatlon in the staff -
;position-of:Q OHCHR: ‘e are thankful tothe: High' Co&mrssro.g“*for her’ det

briefing on the issue. We have: noted some lmprovements However, (We would
apprecrate receiving mformatron on the geographrc representatuon ‘at’ dlfferent levels, a.e «
from P1 to D2. Representatlon is more lmportant at the higher levels i.e. decrsron

maklng Ipohcy maklng levels | | A

As the High Commrssroner sard it will take time to reach to

" Some other measures may also be’ considered to make rapld progress. Temporary

suspension of recruitment from the overrepresented group is an option worth -

considering. But before that the Secretariat that serves the Human Rights Counm
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should be constituted with individuals from different regions and cultures: would urge

on the High Commissioner to look _mto this at the earnest. .

| thank you.




