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Mr. Chairman,

Excellencies,

Mme. High Commissioner for Human Rights,
Distinguished participants,

It is with pleasure that I deliver to this august assembly Egypt's
sincere wishes for the success of this important conference in
realizing its goals. We are here today to address one of the most
dangerous scurges from which humanity continues to suffer
across different countries and societies - namely racism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance.

This phenomenon continues to plague humanity in spite of
all the efforts exerted to combat it and despite the fact that the
painful history has attested to the direct relation between racism
and human rights violations and infringement on the inherent
dignity of peoples around the world for their ethnicity, color,
religion, or beliefs. We consider this conference an opportunity
to review the extent of our — individual and collective-
implementation of commitments to fight the various forms of
racism and to reaffirm our commitment to exert further efforts to
build on what has been achieved and to rectify our path if
needed.

I wish to avail myself of this opportunity to express
Egypt’s profound appreciation to the High Commissioner for
Human Rights, to the Chairperson of the Preparatory Committee
of the Durban Review Conference, and to the Chairman of the
Inter-Sessional Working Group for their sustained efforts
towards ensuring the success of this conference. We also wish to
thank those who have contributed to overcome all obstacles
towards facilitating agreement on the draft outcome document
of the conference, be they governments, human rights experts
and mechanisms, or civil society institutions and organizations.



Mr. Chairman,

Egypt maintains a standing and consistent position which
attaches utmost priority to combating racism by adopting
policies and regulations aiming at the effective realization of
this goal at both the national and international levels, and by
ensuring the integration of global efforts and ensuring
consistency between prevailing norms and policies and the
emerging developments and the evolving and new
manifestations of racism. In this vein, Egypt has always been
eager to actively participate in international initiatives aimed at
combating racism, racial discrimination, and xenophobia within
the framework of the United Nations system, its agenda and its
relevant bodies.

Egypt contributed in the first half of last century to the
elaboration of the principle of non-discrimination enshrined in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Moreover, Egypt
played an active role in the development of the core
international human rights instruments particularly the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Ragcial
Discrimination as well as contributed towards reaching
consensus on the final document of our conference which aims
at the review of the implementation of the Durban Declaration
and Programme of Action of 2001 - which represented a
landmark event in the efforts of the international community to
combat racism.

The DDPA represents a comprehensive and solid
foundation for all those who want to confront by words and
deeds all forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and
related intolerance, as well as to uphold their responsibilities in
this regard. However, it is incumbent upon us to express deep
concern for the many regrettable manifestations in the regional
and international arenas attesting to the fact that policies and



practices have not risen to the level of declaratory statements
and pledges. l_!

Before delving into a few of our many concerns about the
spread of the various manifestations of racism, it is necessary to
reiterate that any national, regional or international efforts to
fight racism will not bear their fruits if selectivity and
inflexibility were to prevail. We also do not believe that
beginning any dialogue and negotiations concerning the
outcome document is possible in the presence of "red lines". As
such, these do not allow a constructive approach to our
collective efforts to ensure the success of the Durban review
process, especially when these "red areas" pertain to issues
which were part of the 2001 Durban outcome document.

Mr. Chairman,

Egypt welcomes the steps and measures undertaken by
several countries to establish an effective legislative and
executive infrastructure to combat racism, inter-alia, through
enacting relevant legislations, setting up national observatories,
ending impunity for racist crimes, as well as issuing formal
apologies for historical tragedies. We also support all initiatives
for dialogue between civilizations, cultures and religions to
promote tolerance and to confront hatred. Yet despite progress
achieved in some areas, there is still reason for concern over the
continuation of racist conduct in various forms, actions and
means and emanating from several sources, as well as the

‘emergence of new forms of discrimination which, the existing

policies and legislations were in no way designed to address.

For example, it is undeniable that racial and religious
discrimination, particularly against Arabs and Muslims, has
reached an unprecedented level in the past few years. It is also
undeniable that acts of incitement to religious hatred have
resulted in numerous human rights violations of individuals and



communities. This was compounded by the political exploitation
of issues pertaining to migrants, minorities and refugees to
advance interests alien to democracy and to the ‘respect of
human rights, particularly the rights of these groups.

Hence, with the evolving documentation of these practices
and of their ethnic and religious motivations, it 1is
incomprehensible why some would continue to turn a blind eye
to this reality and deny their connection to racism despite the
clear relation between the derogatory statements and the
violations of the rights and freedoms of the followers of these
religions. It is also hard to understand why some would still
refuse to reexamine their national practices and legislations with
a view to ensure that they respond to recent developments that
have taken place in the last few years.

This happens in the face of international obligations which
mandate such review. Such obligations, contrary to what some
claim, do not classify hate speech, in general, or incitement to
religious hatred, in particular, as part of the exercise of freedom
of expression. Portraying the issue as a debate between the
advocates of freedom of expression and its opponents
erroneously reduces a rights-based legal issue into vague
slogans. Egypt deems this matter to be grave and requiring
constructive and open-minded dialogue on the part of all
stakeholders with the aim of reaching common grounds based
on objectivity and reason.

Mr. Chairman,

The Durban outcome document highlighted the plight of
the Palestinian people under foreign occupation and called for
the realization of its inalienable right to self determination.
Regretfully, we are no closer today to putting an end to their
suffering or to the realization of this right, than we were the day
the DDPA was endorsed. The Separation Wall, the spread of
Israeli settlements, the blockade and the forced displacement of
an ethnic or religious group from occupied territories,



represented a severe blow to efforts to put an end to the
suffering of the Palestinian people and a blatant violation of all
international laws and conventions. Therefore, we" call, once
more, for the implementation of the provisions of the Durban
Declaration and Programme of Action relevant to the Middle
East, and reaffirm in this context our support to the 2007
recommendations of the Committee for the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination.

Last but not least, if we genuinely wish to effectively
address racism, the least we could do is to adhere to and to
implement the provisions of the Durban Declaration and
Program of Action and to follow a path based on dialogue and
frankness to put the past with all its violations behind us, and
ensure that its mistakes are not to be repeated.

Mr. Chairman

Egypt has followed a determined and consistent approach
is grounded on a candid review of the Durban Declaration and
Action Program without any selectivity or omission. This still
remains our position today. The review process should be
balanced and should represent the common possible consensual
framework. Let me emphasize the importance of the first
paragraph of the draft outcome document before us , which
unequivocally reaffirms the 2001 Durban Declaration and
Program of Action with all its operational and institutional
provisions without exception. Such reaffirmation will, in our
view, reinforce the efforts for combating racism, discrimination,
xenophobia and related intolerance.

Egypt has been keen to actively and positively participate
in all openness in the context of a constructive dialogue aimed at
a fruitful and consensual review. Its representatives and
delegation in Geneva have spared no efforts to realizing this
goal. Egypt hopes for the continuation of the efforts by all
parties, and considers that today's conference represents the



beginning and not the end thereof. What is more important is
that all parties mobilize the required political w111 to combat
racism and to bring justice to its victims. :

Thank you Mr. Chairman



