" Right of Reply
Islamic Republic of Iran
22 April 2009" |
The Isla1me Repubhe of Tran Would hke to exercise its
nght of reply, with 1ega1d to the statements made Dby the.

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Norway as well as the

Reptesentatives of Argentme, Sweden, United Kingdom, France

- and Austria, on the statement delivered' by H. E. Dr. Mahmoud

Ahmadinejad, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran at the
High Level Segment of the Durban Review Conference on 20

and 22 April 2009.

- We strongly tej ect the unwarranted and unsubstantiated.
references made in those statements and consider them as 1nerit

less, unacceptable, and out of order.

There is mueh to be regletted tha,t referri 111g to historic facts
and reah‘ues on the gtound about the formatlon of an
Hegltlmate regime and massacres it has commltted in decades
of occupation, has ag1tated the Norwegian Mmlster and a few

others to make such unwarranted remarks.

I Would hke 10 temmd that the pr 11101p1es of human rights

should guide us to condemn n sttongest term the mass killings

of people, especially 11'1110(:ent Women and children, in a



systematic manner.

It is 1'eg1"etta.ble that the right to freedom of éxpressioﬁ is 80
wrongly and narr owly defined by some, in the interést of
- masking harsh and bitter realities that occur pamcularly against
Muslims in one pa1t of the world or against their belief in some

other parts.

As for the reference made to HlS Excellency the
| President‘s participation in this august Conference, we would

llke to invite the Norwegmn For eign Minister's sense of hearmg
to the applauds given to the president by so many delegatlons

and participants.

Furthermore, the Islamic Republic of Iran strongly protests
. tb the deplorable, irresponsible and unw_arrénted statements of
 some high ranking ofﬂcialé of the United Nations, -on the ‘
following grounds: | |

1) Those statements’ uttelly cont1ad1ct UN well- estabhshed
norms and practlces to the effect that civil servants of the
United Nations should, at all times, abide by the principles of
impartlahty and refr a,111 f1 om makmg Judgmental remarks on the

positions and statements made by Member States, let alone

Heads of State.



- 2) Secondly, the status and dignity of the heads of state of the
UN members should be respected and safeguarded at all times

by all Member States and in particular by the UN Secretariat.

3) On the substantive aspect of the statement delivered by H. E.
the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, there was neither
any accusation, nor any incitement, as irresponsibly alleged in

those statements.

Therefore, the Islamic Republio of Tran strongly rejects
such - imrelevant statements and considers them totally

unacceptable and out of context.

. Mr. President,
My delegation wishes ‘to have this intervention to be

registered in the final report of the Conference.



