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Mr. Chairperson,

Excellencies,

Distnguishcd Delegates,

l,adies and Gentlemen.

I have the honour to prescnt to you, on behalf'of'Ambassador Najat Al HaXaji,

Chairperson of the Preparatory Committee fbr the Durban Review Colference, two reports:

olle on dre first substanrrve session of't-he Preparat-ory CommiLtee (PrcpCom) 6eld liom 2l

April Lo 2 May 2008 and anothcr on the seconcl substantive sessiop of tfie PrepCom 6cld

I iom 6 tol7 Ocrober,2008.

Consistent with General Assembly resoluti on 6LlI49 of 19 December 2006, the

Durban Review Conference will be convened in April 2009. Following the adoptiol of the

General Assembly resoludon which also called on the Human Rig|ts Coulcil to undertake

the preparations for this evenf (he latter established the PrepCom by its resolution 3/2 of B

l)ecember 2006. The PrepCorn became the main body responsihrle fbr all of the modalities

pertaining to the preparaLion of the Durban Review Con{'erence.

The Human Rights Council decided that the PrepCom shall hold one orgaprzational

and h,'ro substantive sessions to prepare for the Conference. You will recall that in the

sLatement delivered before the Tllrd Committee on 7 Novemb er 2007,it was reported on

the work done by the organizatronal session of the Preparatory Committee fbr dre Durba'

Review Conference which took place from the 27" - 3l" August in Geneva.

It was also reported on tJre adoption by the Prepcom of several decisions based o'

collsellsus. The spirit of consetrsus has been guiding the work of'1[e PrepCom. In fact, an

important achievement of'the PrepCom lies in its ability to aclopt all decisions by consensus

at the organizational session and at tle Lwo subsLantive scssions.

The decisions adopled a[ the organizational session include the objectives of the Review

Conference. Due to their importance, I seek your inclulgence to read them ou1

' 
fo review progress aud assess implementation of the Durban Declaration and

Programme of Action by all stakeholders at the nalional, regiolal and iptcrnational

levels, including assessing con[emporary manif'estatiols of racisrn, raciai

cliscruninatiou, xenophobia and related intolerance, du ough an inclusiye, frarrsparelt



and collaborative process and identify concrete measures and initiatives for :

combating and eliminating all manifestations of racism, racial discrimination,

xenophobia and related intolerance in order to foster the implementalion of the

Durban Declaration and Programme of Action;

1

To assess the effectiveness of the existing Durban follow-up mechanisms and other

relevant lJnited Nations mechanisms dealing with the issue of racism, racial

discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance in order to enhance them;

To promote the universal ratficadon and implementation of the International

 
Conventron on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrirnination and proper

consideration of the recornmendations of the Comminee on the Elimination of

Racial Discrimination;

To identify and share good practices achieved in the frght against racism, racial

discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance.

m t t 'These objectives would be the basis of the assessment that Member States and all

stakeholders should undertake at the national and regional level in preparation for the

Review Conference.

/\runarrperson,

Excellencies,

Distrnguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen

In this connection, allow me to ref'er more concretely to some of the achievements of the

first substantive session.

session. These NGOs failed to provide inforrnalion showing their relevance to the

objective of the Durban Review Conference as required under ECOSOC resolution

1  0 q 1 .
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I)ecision PC. 213 allowed for the holding of a panei discussion on the objectives of

the Durban Review Conference. The panel was composed of the members of the

Committee on the Elirnination of Racial Discrimination, the Special Rapporteur on

contemporary fbrms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related

intolerance, dre independent eminent experts on the impiernentation of the Durban

Declaratron and Programme of Action, the Charrperson of the Intergovernmen[al

Workrng Group on the effective implemenlation of the Durban Declaration and

Programme ofAction, the Working Group of Experts on People of Afiican Descent

and the Chairperson of the Ad Hoc Comrnittee on the elaboration of

cornplementary international standards. The presentations by the experts were

followed by an interactive dialogue.

Decision PC. 21Aestablished the dates of the Intersessional open-ended

Intergovernrnental Working Group;

Decisiorr PC. 215 Lo 2lTcotrcenred the provisional accreditation of NGOs;

Decision PC. 2lB provided for the sLruchrre of the draft outcome document of the

Durban Review Conference and stipulates drat the outcome document will consist of

a.declaratory part and an action-oriented part contarning further actions and

initiatrves;

Decision PC.2lgrelated to information strategy for thc Durban Review Conference;

Decision PC.2110 was otr documentation for the preparatory process for the

Durban Review Conference.

Chairperson,

Distinguished DelegaLes,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentiemen

Wirile dre main objective of the Review Conference is to provide an opporflrnity to

assess the irnplemen[ation o[ the comrnitments uudertaken by the intcma[io1al community

at the 2001 conl'erence, the role of the substan[ive sessious is to coptribute to fleshilg out

the conterlts of the outcome document while bearing in mind the suffering epdured by



The engagement in the preparatory process and in particular in the substantive sessions
displays a resolve o' the part of i'te'rationar conrmunitl, to work toward " .;;-r,; ;.; ;,-
tlte be'efit of the 'iclrms a'd huma.ity as a whole. The outcorne documcnts ol'tiie regio'al
meelirtgs of Brasilia a'd Abuja, the submissio, ol'the regional co'tributio' Ibom Asia, ;rr;
the contributiolrs liorn the European union and the organizatio' of rhe Islamic
confererlce respectively manifest the commitment of these regions and blocs to t5e Re'iew
Conference.

The first subst'a'Live session achieved a milesto'e by agreeing o' t5e structure of t1e
outcome document and dre establishment of the Inter-sessional open-e'ded I'ter-
go\/ernme'[al working Group (IS\A/G). The seco'd substantive session took this process
furtller by agreeing oll a compilaLion in a sirrgle documerrt of all the relevant paragraphs to
fill the various chapters of the structure of the outcome docurnent. This compilation will
fonn the basis for negotiatio's, which lie ahead. Further contributions will be also
welcomed.

I' this regard allow me to share wirJr you i' a morc specilic fashion the corrte.ts of.some
of tire decisions which were adopted at the second substantive session.

outcome document of the Durban Review Conference to commence; (ii) worki'g
document e'tifled "certain indicative elements in relation to the outcome
documetrt" shall consdruLe a basis for discussio' and negotiatrons at rh. fr"r"n,
sessrorl of'the Preparatory commit[ee, without prcjudice to the possibility 1br other
stakeholders [o make firrther proposals; and that (iii) the drafting of the dec]aratory
part of ilre outcome document shall be undertaken after the first reading of't1e five
sectiotls of the action-oriertted part of the draft outcome docume't by tlie
Preparatory Commiflee is completed.

tq the Durban Review Conference and

PC. 3/B dealt with the accrediration of NGOs

its preparatory process.

Decision PC.314 invited the High Commissioner to make a conrributio. to the
Durban Revicw Conference through a report on the implernenlation of the norre



and submit proposals to enirance its implementaLion and on the
rele'ant decisio's and resolutions of'the Ge'eral Assembly a'd
Council.

irnplernentatron of

the Human Righs

l)ecision PC. 3/9 provided for the convening of a third substantive session of the
Preparatory Committee in Geneva for up to 3 working days, on 15 to lZ April 2009;
To establish an intersessional open-ended intergovernrnental rvorking group with a
mandate to continue and finalize Lhe process o{'negotiations on and drafturg of the
outcorne docutnent of'thc Durban lleview Conf'erence on rhe basis of the
cornpilatron of proposals resulting frorn the work of the second substantive session
of the Preparatory Cornmittee and any further conrributrons, and to report thereorr
[o the third substantrve session of the preparatory Committee.

Tlrrough this decisiott, the Preparatory Committee further decided that the
intcrscssional opcn-ended itttetgovernrnen[al worhing group s6all meet for a total of
up to 10 working days in advance of the third substantive session of the preparatory

Committee, including a meeting on 27 November 2008, the first session to bc held
lrom 19 to 23January 2009, and the second session on 6 to 9 ApriJ 2009 or at any
other daLe agreed by the worlung group.

Geileral Assembly [o allocate adequate resources from the regular budger of dre
United Nations to lacilitaLe the partrcipation in the Reyiew Co'ference of the
relevant human rights treaty bodies and thematrc special procedures ard
mechanisms of'the Human Riglrts Council.

-l'he 
nryo subs[anlive sessions providecl the opporturrity to irnplemc.[ several of t5e

dccisions adopLed at the organizalional session and Lo evaluate progress as we move along
tle roacl-map established to achieve the Durban obiectn,es by identrfying key obstaclcs that
Itave prevented additional progress in the eradicaLion of the causes of racism, racial
discrim'ralio', xenophobia and related inLolerarrce.

The Preparatorlr CornrnitLee will benefit frorn thc participalion of all stahc6olclcrs irr t5e
process' Horvever, the limited financial resources available to tJre preparatio's co'tinue to



be a major impedirnent. Lack of resources has prevented elfuctive participatiorr i' t5e
preparatory process of'represel][atrves bclonging to least developed countries as well as those
from national human rights institutions and non-govemmental organizatiops. He'ce, it is
ttnporlant to reiterate calls for financial contributions to be made to the Office of t.lre High
Commissioner for Humar Righrs toward the Durban Review Colference process.

Chairperson,

Distinguished Delegates,

Excellencies,

l,adies and Gentlemerr

We are five months away fi om the convening of the Durbal Review

Conference. As we continue to assess the implementation of the commilments

underlaken by the international community at the 2001 conference, let us not forget
that the ultimate objective is to guarantee a change in the day-to-day hfe of each
individual and group of victims in all regions apd countries of the world

We are aculely aware drat racism and discrimination are intertwi'ed with
destrcutron and exclusiorl, unequal access to resources and opporhnities, a1d social a'd
cultural stigmatizalion.

As we celebrate t]re 60* auniversary of the Universal Declaratron of Huma'
Rights this year, we must also take stock of the fact that, despite our best efforts at
promoting the Declaration's fundamental principles of equality a'd non-discrimination,

racism and its a[tendant problems continue to affect countless 5uman beings in all
regions of the world.

As rT'e mo\/e forward with the preparatrons toward the Durban Rerriew

Conf'erence let us remain lbcused on the fight against racial a1d othcr forms of
discriminaLion as they are essential to the enjoyment of all human rights.

Thank you


