Statement of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
Contribution to the Plan of Action for the Decade for People of African Descent
The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination:

Welcoming the Resolution  A/66/144 of the United Nations General Assembly.

Recalling the Resolution 64/169 of the United Nations General Assembly, which proclaimed 2011 as the International Year for People of African Descent.

Emphasizing its General Recommendation 34 of 2011 on Racial Discrimination against People of African Descent.

Recognizes that the proclamation of the International Year for People of African Descent represented an added value in the efforts of the States and the international community as a whole, in order to ensure the “Recognition, Justice and Development for People of African Descent”, at national, regional and international levels, and that, given the structural nature of the problems that affect them, the Decade of People of African Descent is an opportunity to deepen the actions deployed.

In this regard, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination considers that the terms “Recognition, Justice and Development” are sufficiently broad to describe the themes of the Decade for People of African Descent and recommends to the Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent, that, in the formulation and  adoption of the Programme of  Action for the Decade for People of African Descent, it consider the following actions:

1. To promote the effective implementation of ICERD as well as to take into account the following General Recommendations of CERD: General Recommendation GR N° 34 (2011) on Racial Discrimination against People of African Descent;  GR N° 32 (2009) on the meaning and scope of special measures (affirmative action); and GR N° 31 (2005) on the prevention of racial discrimination in the administration and functioning of the criminal justice system; and to call upon States parties to put them into effect, paying particular attention to issues related to women and children of African descent; poverty eradication; full and effective enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights; political participation; special measures; effective access to justice; preventing racial discrimination in the administration of justice system; and promoting greater knowledge and respect for their culture and heritage. 

2. To consider proposing the elaboration of a declaration regarding the promotion and full respect of the human rights of people of African descent.

3. To promote the development of studies regarding the themes of the Decade for the People of African Descent by United Nations organs, bodies and specialized agencies, such as the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the World Bank Group, the (International Labour Organization (ILO), the  World Health Organization (WHO), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), and United Nations programmes and funds such as the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), as well as the Officer of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). Additionally, during the forthcoming decade, the specialized agencies, programmes and funds should be encouraged to make the issue of the people of African descent a principal theme of their respective global studies.

4. To invite the General Assembly to consider convening a World Summit on people of African descent involving the States Parties, the United Nations specialized agencies, programmes and funds as well as representatives of civil society focusing on the rights of people of African descent, in order to assess the progress achieved during the Decade for People of African Descent.
