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Statement of Algeria on the Report of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of 
racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance to the Human Rights Council
Thank you Mr. President.  I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to our Special Rapporteurs, who provided us with their presentations this morning, submitted their reports to us.  I will especially be referring to Mr. Doudou Diene’s report.  If I do so it’s not because the report of his colleague is less praiseworthy but it’s because this is because this is a subject which we are very much concerned with in Algeria and I speak on behalf of Algeria but I think this is also the case for the entire African Group.  I would like to take this opportunity, Mr. President, to thank you for the information you provided us with this morning.  In clarifications, you stated that by Wednesday, on Wednesday we’ll have the first meeting of the bureau, the Prep Comm for the upcoming conference on racism.  This is a matter we’re highly interested in and we’re counting on being able to draw upon the inspired contributions of Mr. Doudou Diene in this regard as well.  What I want to say now, is to share with you a reaction to our discussions, I would have liked to have gone into more depth, but as my colleague has said earlier, when we receive these very important documents very late and this being the case we’re not able to focus in a way that these documents deserve.  We must bring an end to this state of affairs whereby we are receiving documents too late. This causes prejudice to the themes we deal with.  But having pointed out this morning, I listened with great interest to what my colleagues were saying, especially the Ambassador of Djibouti.  The Ambassador of Djibouti made a statement according to which it is for dogmatic reasons, it is because of dogma, dogma gave rise to the separation between racism and Islamaphobia.  Well I would go even a step further, if I may, and state that the separation is due to dogma, we see this separation between racism, anti-Semitism and Islamaphobia for dogmatic reasons.  Once again, let’s not forget that anti-Semitism is not the privilege of a small small group it’s not only something directed to a small group of Semitic peoples but both Jewish people and Arabs as well are victims of this type of prejudice.  Even given the point in time right now it’s become politically incorrect to be anti-Semitic against Jews well now it is correct to be anti-Semitic against the Arab peoples.  Anti-Semitism is a form of racism that we’ve all experienced, it is something that is indivisible and is also one and the same with racism so if anti-Semitism is targeted on the Arabs well nobody in the other tribes, even if they’re minority tribes, can be protected can be reassured of not being affected thereby later on.  That’s the first point.  I’d just like to say that it is best for us to focus on the central concept of racism to avoid dogmatic interpretations of these concepts of Islamaphobia or anti-Semitism even though elsewhere I don’t really make a distinction.  It’s not Islamaphobic to criticize a government in an Islamic country that is doing things improperly in ways it shouldn’t be doing.  It would not be anti-Semitic or Israelophobic to criticize the government of Israel if they are doing things which they ought not to be doing so we are all in fact subject to the same standards, whether you are Muslim or Christian or anything else you should not benefit from any type of immunity.  So I think this is, it’s this separation, separation of these concepts and looking at them in a separate light which gave rise to the situation as mentioned by the Ambassador of Djibouti.  So what I’m saying Mr. Doudou Diene, it would be good if you could reexamine that – let’s call a spade a spade if we must I mean we’re talking about a type of racism and invoking the specificity of individuals be it ethnic, cultural or religious this springs from diversity and people are making use of stereotypes that are based on diversity in order to preach hatred and use hatred and give rise to violence so having said that I would just like – it’s my wish that you will take on board this need, this necessity to avoid, refrain from separating different types of manifestations of racism and as you can imagine for a while I read your statement with great interest and great pleasure where you talk about the need to promote codes of behavior.  Thank you very much, Mr. President.
