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Special Meeting of the Committee on the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People in Observance of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People

AM Session: November 24, 2014

His Royal Highness, Saud Al-Faisal, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Chairman of the 40th Session of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (message delivered by Deputy Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations)

Thank you, Mr. Ambassador Fodé Sec, Chairman of Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.  I would like to address you today on behalf of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation on the occasion of this day of international solidarity with the Palestinian people.

I would like to extend my thanks to the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People for the work they have done in supporting the Palestinian cause and strengthening international solidarity on behalf of the Palestinian people so that they can exercise their legal national rights.  

We strongly support the work of the committee during this year, 2014, within the context of the international year of solidarity with the Palestinian people.  There have been many events organized to support the Palestinian cause in the political and artistic respects.  Unfortunately, this coincided with serious Israeli aggression and crimes of war by Israel in Gaza.  This is contrary to international law and the will of the international community.  

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation is following with great concern the recent serious developments in violation of the historic General Assembly resolution to recognize the state of Palestine two years ago.  Despite this, Israel seeks to continue its settlement policy, destroying houses and confiscating lands, and Judaization [sic] of historical Al Quds Al Sharif.  And in addition, there have been serious infringements of international law.  Israel has disregarded international law and undermined any serious political negotiations.  

During this past year, we have seen peace talks come into a total deadlock.  This is not really surprising because Israel, the occupying power, has rejected the Arab peace initiative and many international calls for peace.  

We are facing an Israeli occupation which has gone on for decades, and 23 years of peace talks have been aborted by Israel because of its refusal to comply with international law.  

Mr. Chairman, defying the agreement, the consensus of the international community for a two-state solution, with a call for an independent state of Palestine with East Jerusalem as its capital, despite this, the occupying power is continuing its racist policy, its settlement policy, and Israel continues to flout human rights.  It continues to pursue a policy of the status quo on the ground, and it is trying to change the demography in Al Quds Al Sharif, and it is falsifying the Islamic and Christian history and it has desecrated Christian and Islamic Holy Sites.

Here on behalf of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, in accordance with international law, we state that East Jerusalem is part of occupied Palestinian territory, which was seized in 1967.  It is part of Palestine.  Any efforts to say the opposite is a violation of international law.  

We would cite the ministerial statement of the OIC contact group when it met on 12 November this year.  This was a meeting presided over by Mohammed Sec [?], and that ministerial declaration condemned what is being done by Israel in East Jerusalem, including what it has done vis-à-vis the Al Aqsa mosque.  

We condemn Israeli practices against holy sites, particularly the Al Aqsa mosque that is a provocation to those who believe in Islam.  

We would like to confirm the views of the international community calling on Israel to put an end to such practices.  There should be protection of the Palestinian people and its land and its religion.  We appreciate the efforts of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to put an end to what is being done in Jerusalem, and the King of Jordon has played an important part here as has the work for the minister in respect of preserving the holy sites.  It is necessary indeed to protect the holy sites.  

The settlement policy is being continued by Israel, as it has since 1967.  This seeks to put an end to any two-state solution.  Such practices are a violation of international law and of all resolutions.  

The OIC would once again call on the contracting parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 to meet to take action to protect the occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem.  We also call for an urgent decision to be taken to call on Israel to respect the peace process and to put an end to its settlement policy and to respect the rights of the Palestinian people, and indeed to put an end to its occupation of Palestinian territory and all other occupied territories in accordance with the timeframe which has been set forth.  

We would like to thank the government of Sweden for its brave decision to recognize the state of Palestine, and we would call on other states to do likewise.  We would also call on the Security Council to adopt its decision to accept Palestine as a full member of the United Nations.  

Lastly, Mr. Chairman, may I reconfirm the OIC's solidarity with the Palestinian people so that it can exercise its inalienable rights, including the establishment of a sovereign state in the land which has been occupied by Israel since 1967 with its capital in Al Quds Al Sharif/East Jerusalem, and so that resolution 181 can finally be implemented.  Thank you very much, sir.   
